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All of God's creation desires and longs for His promises to be fulfilled in their lives. The 
worst heathen in this life desires heaven in the next life. What they fail to realize is that what 
most refer to as "the next life" is in reality just a continuation of this present life. The only 
difference is we live this life in the flesh. We will live the next life in the Spirit. If we are to 
have a Spiritual existence, then the life we live in the flesh must line up with the Word of 
God. Today many desire to live as they choose, acquiring all the things of the flesh, and 
when they die to go to heaven. Paul warned the Romans: 

"Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live 
after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
shall live." Romans 8:12-13 

If we are going to partake of God's Spiritual existence, then we must mortify the deeds of the 
flesh. The word mortify means "to put to death, to render extinct, to be liberated from". The 
deeds and desires of the flesh must be brought under the control of the Spirit. Paul gained the 
victory over the flesh, therefore, he could write: 

"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me, and gave 
Himself for me." Galatians 2:20 

Paul was not living his life to please the flesh. Paul lived the Christ life, the overcoming life, 
the victorious life. If we are to claim the promises of God, we must be crucified with Christ. 
Christ is the Holy Spirit anointing. The desires and lusts of the flesh must be subjected to the 
Christ anointing. As Paul proclaimed, if we live after the flesh we shall die. Paul wrote to the 
Hebrews: 

"Further more we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of Spirits, and live?" 
Hebrews 12:9 

Those who do not subject themselves to the Father of spirits will never enter into eternal life. 
Those who desire to be part of God's eternal promises must keep His commandments. The 
apostle James wrote: 

"And the Scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 
unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God." James 2:23 

Abraham was the only man in the Bible called the Friend of God. He became God's friend 
because he believed God. In other words, when God gave Abraham a commandment, he 
followed God's directions in obedience. God informed Abraham to leave where he had lived 
for seventy-five years and go without question to a place God would show him. He was to 
leave family, friends, property: and go. Abraham went in faith, trusting God as he went. 



God also promised Abraham a son when he was ninety-nine years old. Abraham believed 
God. Isaac was born to Abraham when he was one hundred years old. Because Abraham 
believed, God brought it to pass. Then God told Abraham to offer his son Isaac for a 
sacrifice. Abraham never questioned God. He took Isaac, loaded him down with wood, took 
his knife, and went to where God directed him: 

"And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, 
and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the 
wood. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son." Genesis 
22:9-10 

God stopped Abraham before he thrust the knife through Isaac's heart. One may ask, "How 
could Abraham even consider such a thing?" It was because Abraham believed God. Isaac 
was Abraham's promised seed. Abraham's posterity was through this son. Abraham not only 
knew God's promise, he believed God to fulfill His promise. This is why Abraham told the 
young men who went with him, 

"Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again 
to you." Genesis 22:5 

Abraham knew Isaac would return with him. How did Abraham know this? Paul disclosed 
Abraham's heart in his letter to the Hebrews: 

"By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the 
promises offered up his only begotten son, Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed 
be called: Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence 
also he received him in a figure." Hebrews 11:17-19 

Abraham had faith that if he had driven the knife through Isaac's heart, God would raise him 
from the dead. Why did Abraham believe this? Because he believed God, and acted upon the 
faith he had in God. Abraham's belief in God was his righteousness before God. We cannot 
attain to God's righteousness without absolute faith and trust in God. By his faith and 
obedience, Abraham was called the Friend of God. Jesus made us this same promise. We, 
too, can become the friends of God. Jesus showed us the way to become His friend: 

"Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call you not servants; 
for the servant knoweth not what his Lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things 
that I have heard of My Father I have made known unto you." John 15:14-15 

The only way we can become the friend of God is to be completely obedient to whatever the 
Lord commands. When we become totally obedient to God's Word, we are no longer in the 
servant realm. Paul revealed: 

"Now I say, that the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he 
be lord of all;" Galatians 4:1 

Those who remain children will not inherit. Those who remain in the servant realm, 
likewise, will not inherit. God is not going to turn His kingdom over to those who are not 
totally obedient to His Word, His will, and His way. Those who rule and reign with Him will 
be His sons because they were first His obedient friends. 



As Abraham learned, every promise comes with a commandment we must follow. The Holy 
Spirit gives us a commandment through the pen of the apostle Paul: 

"And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living 
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people." II Corinthians 6:16 

Paul informs us we are the temple of the living God. Then Paul asks, "What agreement does 
the temple of God have with idols, false gods, and the gods of the flesh?" These can never 
produce life. 

God promised, "I will dwell in you. He did not say He would dwell with us, but in us. We 
will become the abode of God. He also proclaimed I will walk in them. Again His words 
were not that He would walk with us, but that He would walk in us. To come to the place 
where God can dwell in us and walk in us requires total submission to the Spirit. As Paul 
disclosed to the churches at Galatia: 

"If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit". Galatians 5:25 

If Christ is our life, then He must become our walk. Paul continued with God's 
commandment: 

"Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing; and I will receive you," II Corinthians 6:17 

If we are to be God's people and be received by Him, we are commanded to do three things: 

1   Come out from among them 

2   Be ye separate 

3   Touch not the unclean thing 

God promises He will receive us if we accomplish these three things in our life. This sounds 
very simple, but how difficult are these steps? These three steps are not difficult at all for 
those who are totally sold out to Christ, whose total desire is to be the friend of God. These 
steps are only difficult for those who desire the things of the flesh, the things of the world, 
and to maintain their own identity instead of being identified with Christ. When our desires 
become His desires, when our walk becomes His walk, when our life becomes His life, then 
to accomplish these three things is a simple matter of obedience. 

Be Ye Separate, Physically 

What does God mean by our coming out from among them? When God commands us to 
come out from among them, it can only mean one thing. We are still among them. Among 
who? Israel was given us as an example. God explained to Israel what He meant by coming 
out from among them. God warned Israel before they ever entered into the promise land: 

"And I will set thy bounds from the Red Sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, and from the 
desert unto the river: for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou 
shalt drive them out before thee. Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their 



gods. They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against Me: for if thou serve 
their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee." Exodus 23:31-33 

God's promise to Israel was deliverance from the heathen nations, but God's promise came 
with a commandment: 

1  Israel was to make no covenant with the heathen 

2  They were to come into no agreement with any of their gods 

3  The heathen were not permitted to dwell in the land 

God gave Israel a reason for all these commandments. God knew if Israel made covenants 
with the heathen, these covenants would entangle them with the heathens' way of life. God 
also knew if Israel came into agreement with any of their idol gods, their worship would lead 
them away from His true worship. God also knew if Israel allowed the heathen to dwell 
among them, they would adopt the heathen ways. All these would become snares to His 
people. Paul related to the church at Corinth: 

"In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them." II 
Corinthians 4:4 

The god of this world has blinded the minds of them which are not believers. They cannot 
see the light of the glorious gospel of Christ. God knows if His people have any dealings 
with the heathen, they will be enticed with the things of this life. This is certainly evident in 
what is called "Christianity" today. God's people desire the biggest cars, the grandest homes, 
the highest positions in the land. This is certainly true of the extravaganza displayed on the 
media as Christian television. Their painted up actors with their expensive costumes, 
expensive hair do's, elegant stage props, etc, and their phony sincerity is displayed as 
godliness. These look and act more like the world, than many of the lowliest worldly people. 
These certainly have not come out from among the heathen. They have become part of them, 
a mockery of everything God says we are to be. James warned: 

"Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." James 4:4 

Those who have become friends with the world have become God's enemies. Yet God's 
people continue to look like and act like the world. When the world views the nominal 
Christian they see no reason to change. God continued His warning to Israel: 

"Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring after 
their gods, and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice; 
and thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and their daughters go a whoring after their 
gods, and make thy sons go a whoring after their gods." Exodus 34:15-16 

God knows the end from the beginning. He knows if His people allow the heathen to dwell 
among them, they will go a whoring after the heathen gods. They will even allow their sons 
and daughters to marry the heathen, causing them to serve their heathen gods. Paul warned 
the Corinthians about being bonded together with the heathen: 



"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?" II 
Corinthians 6:14 

We are not to be unequally yoked to unbelievers. This means in marriage, in business, and in 
government. This also includes the church we attend. Unbelievers have no place in the 
congregation. This does not mean unbelievers cannot visit the church to hear the Word of 
God, but the Word preached should be so convicting that the unbeliever will change. If they 
refuse to change, they will not choose to sit under the Word that convicts them and their 
ways. 

Today many marriages are performed in the church where one or both are unbelievers. This 
is not to be. The church of God is for believers. When the church becomes part of yoking an 
unbeliever with an unbeliever, they have broken God's commandment against unequal 
yoking. Before the believer gets to the altar, the believer should be counseled against being 
yoked to an unbeliever. The believer needs to be informed if this relationship continues, the 
church will have nothing to do with the breaking of God's commandments. 

Many who call themselves Christian are in business partnership with, or work for 
unbelievers. We must always remember, unbelievers are heathens. The heathen way of 
doing business is not God's way. When the believer is unequally yoked with heathens, the 
believer is asked or required to do things that are an abomination to God. Once the yoking or 
bonding has taken place, there is always a tearing of the flesh to separate yourself from the 
heathen. 

Paul asked, "What fellowship can righteousness have with unrighteousness? This is true in 
marriage, business, the government, and the church. The same is true with our families. 
There are unbelievers in every family. When a family member is an unbeliever, he or she is 
to be considered a heathen, and are to be treated accordingly. Jesus' words concerning the 
family and its members was recorded by Luke: 

"Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division:  For 
from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two against 
three. The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; the mother 
against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the mother in law against her 
daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother in law." Luke 12:51-53 

Jesus came to lead mankind out of his darkness. Jesus brought division between those who 
choose to walk in the light and those who choose to remain in darkness. This is why Paul 
asked, "What communion hath light with darkness?", II Corinthians 6:14. Jesus declared this 
division would cause three against two or two against three in the same household. 

Many would say Christianity brings division, but most times it is not the Christian that 
separates, the heathen separate themselves from the believer. Jesus stated this division would 
be between son and father, mother and daughter, mother in law against daughter in law, etc. 
It is the heathen desiring the believer to do the things against God's commands that causes 
the separation. Matthew recorded: 

"And a man's foes shall be they of his own household." Matthew 10:36 



When Jesus spoke this, He quoted the prophet Micah. This separation is not new. It has been 
from the beginning. Sin caused man to be separated from the garden. Sin caused Cain to be 
separated from all mankind. In the book of Genesis, God separated light from darkness. He 
is still in the same process today. Jesus made this separation very plain. Luke recorded: 

"If any man come to Me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple." Luke 14:26 

The word hate is a very strong word and is used forty-one times in the New Testament. It is 
generally used in a negative form. We are commanded to honor father and mother. So to 
hate them would be a contradiction to God's Word. The use of the word hate in Luke 14:26 
has the meaning of "loving less". Jesus also stated: 

"He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me: and he that loveth son 
or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me." Matthew 10:37 

Those who desire to be worthy of Christ must come out from among them. If we hold our 
father, mother, wife, children, brethren, and our own life in higher esteem than our love for 
Christ, then we cannot be His disciple. Our God is a jealous God, and we can hold nothing 
or anyone, including family, above Him if we desire to be His disciples. 

God informed Israel: 

"Thou shalt not seek their peace nor their prosperity all thy days for ever." Deuteronomy 
23:6 

We are not to seek the heathen's peace or their prosperity. Yet the prosperity message still 
persists in the church today, teaching God's people to desire the prosperity of the heathen. 
They also seek their peace by submitting to the heathen ways. Most who use the name of 
Christ do not let their light shine in the darkness. Light and dark cannot dwell together. Jesus 
warned all those who desire to walk in the light: 

"Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness." Luke 11:35 

Those who do not come out from among the darkness will lose their light. Their witness will 
be that of Ichabod, "Thy glory has departed". 

Be Ye Separate, Mentally 

We are admonished, "Be Ye Separate". When God commands us to be separate, we must not 
only be separated physically from among them, we must also be separated mentally and 
spiritually. One may ask, "How do we separate ourselves mentally?" To separate mentally is 
to have a change of thinking. The apostle Paul wrote much about the changing of our mind. 
To the Romans he declared: 

"Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be." Romans 8:7 

Our carnal mind is God's enemy because it cannot and will not be subject to the law of God. 
Without a change of mind we cannot serve God. Paul informed the Philippians what they 
had to do if they were to be pleasing in the sight of God: 



"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:" Philippians 2:5 

We are to be of one mind with Christ Jesus the risen, glorified Christ. Many would say this 
is impossible to do. It is, as long as we are thinking with our carnal mind, but when we come 
into the anointing of the Holy Spirit, we have a change of mind. Paul declared this to the 
church at Corinth: 

"For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct Him? But we have the mind 
of Christ." I Corinthians 2:16 

When the anointing comes upon us, we are to submit to the power of the anointing. It is 
through our submitting, we attain to the mind of Christ. Too many today work up the 
emotion of their carnal mind and call it Spirit. When we receive and submit to the true 
anointing our mind will change. Our thoughts will no longer be in bondage to the carnal 
mind, nor its corrupting influence in our life. Paul explained to the Romans: 

"Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of 
low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits." Romans 12:16 

We are all to be of the same mind one toward another. In other words it is God's desire for 
His whole body to begin to hear His voice, and be obedient to the mind of Christ. Paul 
warned the Romans "not to mind high things". We are not to set our sights on worldly 
attainment, wealth, honor, or fame. We are to "condescend to men of low estate". We are not 
to lift ourselves up above anyone. Paul explained to the church at Philippi: 

"Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
others better than themselves." Philippians 2:3 

In this Scripture, Paul says we are to have "lowliness of mind". We must put off the carnal 
mind and esteem others better than ourselves. To the church at Rome, Paul wrote: 

"For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think: but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith." Romans 12:3 

We must separate ourselves from carnal pride. We are not to think more highly of ourselves 
then we ought to think. 

We must come to the knowledge that without God we are nothing. Without His saving grace 
we are still in our sin and headed for eternal darkness. Without His anointing we are 
powerless to overcome all the frailties of the flesh. We cannot attain to Paul's words with the 
old carnal mind. All the carnal mind desires is to lift up and satisfy the whims of the flesh. 

We are to condescend to those of like minds. When we put on the mind of Christ, then we 
will think as Jesus thought. By Jesus' own words we know His intent: 

"Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life 
a ransom for many." Matthew 20:28 



When the body of Christ attains to this way of thinking, then we have condescended to men 
of low estate. Men of low estate do not lift up self, but lift up Christ in every thought and 
action. 

Paul also informed the Romans not to be "wise in their own conceits". The word conceit 
means "our own opinion". Many believe they are the recipient of all wisdom. These have 
only received the wisdom of the world. This is not the wisdom of God. The apostle James 
declared the virtue of Godly wisdom: 

"The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy." James 
3:17 

1.  Godly wisdom is pure, not tainted by the flesh. 

2. Godly wisdom is peaceable. It not only permeates peace in the individual, it also spreads 
peace to all who hear. 

3.  God's wisdom is gentle. The word gentle means "equitable and fair". 

4.  God's wisdom is not one-sided. 

5.  God's wisdom will stand by itself. Nothing needs to be added or taken away. 

6.  God's wisdom is easily intreated. 

7.  God's wisdom is easy to be obeyed. 

8.  There is great confidence in God's wisdom because we know God would never mislead 
us. 

9.  God's wisdom is full of mercy. 

10.  God's wisdom contains virtue. 

11. God's wisdom is always kind toward those who receive it. 

12. God's wisdom is full of good fruits. Good fruit builds God's character in His people. 

13. God's wisdom is without partiality. 

14. God's wisdom comes without hypocrisy. 

As James declared: 

"If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." James 1:5 

Any, and all, who desire God's wisdom can have it simply by asking for it, but they must 
bring themselves into a place Spiritually to receive. This of course takes a change of mind. 
God has promised we can receive His wisdom liberally and without partiality. Paul informed 
the Ephesians: 



"Be renewed in the spirit of your mind." Ephesians 4:23 

When our minds have been renewed and self has been brought into its proper place, God 
will begin to bring those of like mind together. Paul foresaw this time when God would 
begin to renew the thinking processes of His people: 

"And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God." Romans 12:2 

When we allow God to renew our minds we will not only know what is acceptable in His 
sight, we will also know His perfect will, and desire to attain His will. But first we must do 
away with all conformity to the world. We must be separated physically, mentally, and 
spiritually. This is God's desire for His body. Paul explained this to the Romans: 

"That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." Romans 15:6 

Be Ye Separate, Spiritually 

To be spiritually separate is only possible when our minds are separated from our worldly 
thinking, and we allow self to condescend to a low estate, and esteem all others better then 
ourselves. God is desiring a people who have come out from among them, and have been 
separated totally unto Him. 

In order to do this we must also be separated spiritually. In other words our spiritual house 
must be in order. Everywhere Jesus went, the first thing He did was deal with the demonic 
realm before He ministered. Today there are two factions in the church: 

1.  Those who are convinced the demonic realm does not exist, and 

2.  Those who believe the devil has co-equal power with Jesus, and we have no power over 
the realm of darkness. 

Both factions are operating their lives in error. The demonic realm does exist, and we have 
all power over the satanic realm. Jesus proclaimed after His resurrection: 

". . . All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." Matthew 28:18 

Jesus was given all power in heaven (the Spiritual realm), and in earth (the flesh realm). 
Jesus did not say He was given all power on earth, He was given all power in earth. When 
we submit totally to the Holy Spirit anointing in our life, then we have all power to deal with 
the spirit of darkness; not only in our life, but in the lives of others. 

When reading God's Word, we must constantly deal with the little word ALL. The 
word ALL is the Greek word PAS and means "ALL, everything complete, whole, nothing 
missing, nothing to be added". It means ALL. Jesus declared ALL power is given Him in the 
spiritual realm. To attain to this Spiritual power, we must first allow Him to have all power 
in our flesh realm. When the seventy Jesus sent out to preach the Kingdom message 
returned, they returned with joy, saying, 



". . . Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through Thy name. And He said unto them, I 
beheld satan as lightning fall from heaven." Luke 10:17-18 

Our Father is still waiting to see His body deal with the satanic influence in their lives. 
Lightning is the symbol of the majesty of Christ being displayed in the earth. When this 
majesty became evident in the seventy, they returned with joy because the devils (demons) 
were subject to them through Jesus' name. 

If we are going to deal with the demonic realm, we must know our power and authority. Our 
power is in the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and our authority is in the name of Jesus. When 
Jesus cast out a spirit of dumbness, the people accused Him of casting out devils by the 
name of Beelzebub, chief of the devils. Jesus asked the Pharisees: 

"And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore shall 
they be your judges.  But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the Kingdom of 
God is come upon you." Luke 11:19-20 

Jesus stated He cast out demons with the finger of God. The finger of God is the power of 
God made visible to man by the Spirit of God. Jesus revealed His power to cast out demons 
was by the Spirit of God. There is only one power able to deal with the spirit of darkness, 
and that is the Holy Spirit indwelling in our life. Without the power of the Holy Spirit, our 
authority is useless. 

When Jesus was addressing His disciples concerning His coming Kingdom, John came to 
Him and said: 

"Master, we saw one casting out devils in Thy name; and we forbad him, because he 
followeth not with us." Luke 9:49 

There was a man who was not a follower of Jesus casting out demons by using Jesus' name. 
Our authority to deal with the demonic realm is in the name of Jesus. As the seventy 
declared, ". . . the devils are subject unto us through Thy name". (Jesus' name) 

When we establish Jesus' name as our authority and the Holy Spirit anointing as our power, 
the whole spiritual realm of darkness will be made subject to us. We will have all power 
over the spiritual realm when we allow Christ to have all power in our earth. Once His 
power and authority are established in our walk, then we can cleanse our home, our work 
place, and the area where we live. 

We must be totally separated from any satanic influences in our life. When we do this we 
have been separated physically, mentally, and spiritually. We have become obedient to the 
commandment to come out from among them and be ye separate. 

Touch Not the Unclean Thing 

But this was not the end of God's commandment to the church at Corinth. Paul recorded, 

". . . Touch not the unclean thing . . ." II Corinthians 6:17 



The word unclean means "unclean in thought and life". When God speaks of our 
uncleanness, He is referring to the way we think and the way we live. Paul directed the 
church at Corinth: 

"Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." II Corinthians 7:1 

God has made many promises. If we are going to claim these promises, then we must 
cleanse ourselves from ALL filthiness of the flesh and filthiness of the spirit. There are many 
areas of the flesh those who call themselves Christian justify. One of these fleshly areas is 
the use of tobacco: smoking, chewing, dipping snuff, or any other form of its use. It is filthy, 
obnoxious, and injurious to the health of those who use it, and to those around them. God 
commands we are to be cleansed of its use. 

Another filthiness of the flesh is the use of alcohol. This, too, harms the body, robs the purse, 
and causes all those who use it to do things they normally would not do. Yet we hear 
Christians say, "I have a drink sometimes to relax." They get so relaxed they cannot move, 
think, or function. The All-wise Solomon wrote: 

"Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise." 
Proverbs 20:1 

Strong drink is a deceiver. It is not for the wise. Solomon continues his admonition: 

"It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink:" 
Proverbs 31:4 

Wine is not for kings. God informed us we are kings and priests unto God. Strong drink is 
not for princes. Princes are the sons of kings. If we desire to be sons, then strong drink is not 
for us.Solomon informs us what strong drink is for: 

"Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy 
hearts." Proverbs 31:6 

Strong drink is for those who are ready to perish. When God's people partake of strong 
drink, they are ready to perish spiritually. Those who desire to be partakers of our promise of 
eternal life have no business with strong drink. 

We must be cleansed from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit. Anything that defiles the flesh 
affects the spirit. We cannot stand clean before God with filthy flesh. As Paul revealed to the 
Corinthians, we must perfect holiness in the fear of God, II Corinthians 7:7. This is not 
verbal holiness. Holiness comes from cleansed flesh and a cleansed spirit. The apostle James 
discloses: 

"Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 
purify your hearts, ye double minded." James 4:8 

The Holy Spirit inspired James to foretell God's promise if we would draw nigh (near) to 
God. If we draw nigh to Him, He will draw nigh to us. The condition for fulfilling this 
promise is that we must cleanse our hands and purify our hearts. David, the Psalmist asked: 



"Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who shall stand in His holy place? He that 
hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn 
deceitfully." Psalm 24:3-4 

Who is going to ascend into God's holy hill, the Holy Mount of New Jerusalem? Only those 
who have cleansed their hands and have purified their hearts, only those who do not touch 
the unclean things of this life, or allow their thinking to be influenced by the degradations of 
the world will ascend to God's holy hill. 

James calls those who have not cleansed their hands, nor purified their hearts, double-
minded. He warns: 

"A double minded man is unstable in ALL his ways." James 1:8 

The phrase double minded means "divided in one's thinking, in one's loyalties, in one's 
devotions, and in one's worship." God promised through the pen of Isaiah: 

"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in 
Thee." Isaiah 26:3 

The whole earth is seeking peace. They do not have peace because they are double minded. 
This is true of many of God's people. They do not know peace because they are double 
minded, desiring both the treasures of this life and the blessing of God. They trust more in 
their bank account, than they do their Bible. They know more about the ways of the world, 
then they do about the ways of God. Their life is in turmoil because their hands are not 
clean. They have touched the unclean things. Their heart is not pure because it has been 
contaminated by the things of this life. Paul disclosed to Timothy: 

"Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing 
pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled." Titus 1:15 

God's people need to check out their thinking. Is it pure, or is it defiled? A double minded 
man cannot please God. The Psalmist's prayer needs to be our prayer: 

"Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me." Psalm 51:10 

We need to allow God to create a clean heart in us. Our thinking and our spiritual walk must 
be changed if we are to ascend unto His holy hill and be acceptable in His sight. God warns 
in the very first Psalm: 

"Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful." Psalm 1:1 

If we want to be blessed of the Lord, then we must not walk in the counsel of the ungodly. 
We must seek Godly counsel in everything we do. The ungodly must not influence our 
thinking in any way. We are not to stand in the way of sinners. The word stand means "to 
take a stand, or to remain unmoveable".  

Many of God's people get involved in causes. They believe these are righteous causes. They 
picket, they march, they get thrown in jail. They justify such actions, but forget one simple 



fact. As God's people we are supposed to bring glory to His name. All such actions bring 
reproach upon His name. 

Jesus is our example. We need to ask ourselves, "Is this the way He acted?" How many 
causes did Jesus fight? When we fight causes, or take a stand against a cause, we get in the 
way of sinners. In so doing we become their judge. God is their judge, and if their ways do 
not please Him, He will bring His judgment, not ours. 

We are also warned not to sit in the seat of the scornful. The word scornful means "to speak 
arrogantly, to boast, to mock, and scorn". Many Christians believe they have the right to 
flaunt their righteousness and look down their long, pious noses at those who are less 
fortunate than themselves. When they flaunt their righteousness, they are flaunting their own 
self-righteousness, not the righteousness of God. As Isaiah proclaimed: 

"But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we 
all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away." Isaiah 64:6 

The self-righteous who sit in the seat of the scornful are as an unclean thing, and their 
righteousness is as filthy rags because they have touched the unclean thing. Their lives and 
their thinking has been defiled by the world. God has promised these will fade as a leaf;  and 
because of their iniquity they will be taken away like the wind.   

Our God is looking for a separated people, those who have come out from among the world. 
He is looking for those who have separated themselves physically, mentally, and spiritually 
from the world. He is looking for those who will not touch the unclean things. To these our 
God has promised: 

". . . I will receive you . . . " II Corinthians 6:17 

The word receive means "to treat with favor". God has promised if we meet the conditions 
He has set down for us in His Word, He would treat us with favor. Paul proclaimed to the 
church at Corinth: 

"For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God in us." 
II Corinthians 1:20 

All God's promises to us are yea (yes) and amen (so be it). The prophet Isaiah declared to 
God's promised seed: 

"If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:" Isaiah 1:19 

If we are willing and obedient, then God will receive us and treat us favorably, and we will 
eat the good of the land. God spoke through His servant Moses: 

"And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy 
God, to observe and to do all His commandments which I command thee this day, that the 
Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these blessings 
shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy 
God." Deuteronomy 28:1-2 



This same promise is true today. If we hearken diligently unto the voice of God, and follow 
His commandments as He has laid them down in His Word, He will set us on high above all 
nations of the earth. As the Holy Spirit revealed to the apostle Peter: 

"Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light." I Peter 2:9 

God promised all His blessings would be poured out upon this holy, separated people. He 
promises all His blessings will overtake us. In other words, we cannot get out of the way of 
His blessings if we separate ourselves unto Him. Jesus asked the multitude: 

"And why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" Luke 6:46 

The Lord could ask the same question today to those who make up His church. Why bother 
calling Him, Lord, Lord, if we refuse to be willing and obedient to His Word? 

Paul was inspired to write to the church at Corinth to come out from among them, to be 
separate, and touch not the unclean things. Then he continues: 

"And (He) will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty." II Corinthians 6:18 

Again, we discover God's beautiful promise to His people when His conditions are met. 
When, and only when, these conditions are met, will He be our Father. Only then will we 
become His sons and daughters. God is looking for, and will only accept a separated, sold 
out, overcoming people. These alone will make up His body and inhabit His Kingdom. 
Today is the Day of Preparation. Come out from among them and Be Ye Separate! Then our 
Father will receive you. 

"Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord." Psalm 150:6 

 


