THE TWO NATIONS OF THE MIND
by George Kirkpatrick

"God, who at sundry times and in divers manner&spa time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last dagkesp unto us by His Son, whom
He hath appointed heir of all things, by whom atimade the worlds." Hebrews

1:1-2

God spoke by His prophets in times past. They regbtlde words of God and the
happenings of God concerning His people. As we rataed that history is HIS
STORY, the Bible declares His story of His peopleci8ar people have recorded
it from their point of view which brings doubt irrpple’'s lives when they read the
account of men, instead of God's account of what @d concerning His people.
When we read the Bible we are sometimes confuselddse conflicting accounts.
We are more apt to believe the physical accouherahan the Spiritual account
because we have not overcome the natural, carnal. mhe physical account,
therefore, makes much more sense to us the doés Samdtual account of the
same instance. We must cast off the carnal and@ogeaccess to our Spiritual

mind if we are to understand the Word from Godisitpaf view.

The writer of Hebrews states God sent His Son talspeeHis creation, man,
encouraging us to be an example to all mankind.\WWhed reveals the life that we
are to live if we are to return to our proper plat&od, so that we might dwell in

His presence. As we study the Word we come todhbzation that the words

Jesus spoke were the words of the Father. Johrdeztdesus' words:

"And | know that His commandment is life everlagtiwhatsoever | speak
therefore, even as the Father said unto Me, sodlspdohn 12:50

Every word that Jesus spoke came directly from thetmof the Father. So the
recorded words of Jesus are the words of the FétieeiHoly Spirit) spoken
through the mouth of Jesus. When we come to thiseph God, we can proclaim
as Jesus proclaimed when He was tried by satdreiwitderness:

". . .Itis written, Man shall not live by breadoale, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Matthew 4:4

Our bread will be every word that proceedeth ouhefmouth of God. And we can
then honestly say:

"My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, @adinish His work." John 4:34

But until we overcome the carnal mind we have tatams, two kingdoms,
battling for the control of our mind. These two pas or kingdoms are the



Kingdom of Light and the kingdom of darkness. Thedtiom of Light is referred
to 71 times in the Bible as the Kingdom of God, 8&dimes as the Kingdom of
heaven. By the Word, we also know that satan hasgalom. Jesus stated:

"And if satan cast out satan, he is divided agalmstself; how shall then his
kingdom stand?" Matthew 12:26

Satan is not divided against himself. But throughfasion he seeks to divide
those in the Kingdom of God. Another way these kimgdoms can be described
is the kingdom of the flesh and the Kingdom of 8marit. When God recorded the

birth of Jacob and Esau, He gave us an exampleeséttwo nations:

"And the children struggled together within herdashe said, If it be so, why am |
thus? And she went to enquire of the Lord. And_drd said unto her, Two
nations are in thy womb, and two manner of peopédl be separated from thy
bowels; and the one people shall be stronger tharother people; and the elder

shall serve the younger." Genesis 25:22-23

Rebekah bare Isaac twins, Esau and Jacob. Bothritessavere to become great
nations. Both these men were to have their namasged. Esau’'s name was
changed to Edom. He was the father of the Edoniligesib's name was changed to
Israel, and he fathered the twelve tribes of IsiBleése were known as the
children of Israel, or the Israelites.

The Edomites are the modern nation, Palestine, vére dislocated from the
nation, Israel, after the 1967 war. There has bemrbetween the descendants of
Esau and Jacob for thousands of years. It begasbekah's womb, and there will
never be peace between these two nations, aswiilenever be peace between the

flesh and the Spirit. Paul wrote to the Romans:

"Because the carnal mind is enmity against Goditf@ not subject to the law of
God, neither indeed can be." Romans 8:7

There can be no peace between the flesh and speatise the carnal mind is not
subject to the law of God. The Law of God is theyHBible and when we begin to
follow the Word of God, the flesh rebels and theneamind does not want to
submit to the ways of God. The nadaEob means'supplanter, one who takes the
place of another"The namd=sau means'hairy or shaggy; also his doings"
When Esau was born we are told:

"And the first came out red, all over like an haggrment; and they called his
name Esau." Genesis 25:25

When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, God clatiea with the skins of
animals, or with the beast nature. The n&dam is the Hebrew word ADOM



and meansréd'. So Esau, the first born, represents the old riensoulish man,
the fleshly and worldly man. We all, as Esau, wéothed with the beast nature,
born into sin and in need of a Saviour.

We know that Esau sold his birthright for a bowbefins. His birthright in God

meant nothing to him. Many today have sold theithbight in God, and will one

day seek that birthright, but it will be too latéde writer of Hebrews spoke of
Esau:

"For ye know how that afterward, when he would hiaberited the blessing, he
was rejected: for he found no place of repentatigaigh he sought it carefully
with tears." Hebrews 12:17

There are some today who would have us believeathaill be reconciled back to
God. Some even go so far as to state that all wholed will eventually be
saved. These teachers are deceivers, and thesmohin them.

When Esau sought the blessing from Isaac, theranwasessing because he had
no birthright. Most would say that Jacob trickedds, and stole Esau'’s blessing.
We need to realize that even if Jacob and Rebe&dllbne nothing, God would
still have stopped Isaac from blessing Esau, becBgau had despised his
birthright in God.

Jacob was the supplanter; the one who was to hakplace of another. Jacob's
name was changed lterael which meansruler with God, or Prince of God'A
prince is the son of the king. When we come to@ng relationship with God,
then the new man, the new creation in God, wilettie place of the man of sin
clothed in the old, beast nature. The nd&sau also meanshis doing" This
represents those who insist on doing their owrgthétt the end of the book of
Judges we discover that the whole nation of Idradicome to this place in their
walk with God.

"In those days there was no king in Israel: eveanrdid that which was right in
his own eyes." Judges 21:25

There was no king in Israel and every man did tHatkvwas right in his own
eyes. If we have not made God king in our livesl ae insist in doing what is
right in our own eyes, we will have no birthrightGod. When it comes time for
the blessing or inheritance, we will have no bleg$rom God because we have
despised our birthright.

So, we have two nations or kingdoms who are iretiréh today; those who have
supplanted the old man with the new man; and tinseare still clothed with the
beast nature, doing their own thing, taking cargaufd ole' # 1, living after the lust



of the flesh, the lust of the eye and pride of, Ig&ving in to every sensual desire
and pleasure. Paul wrote:

"Howbeit that was not first which is Spiritual, ket which is natural; and
afterward that which is Spiritual.” | Corinthian$46

Our first nature was natural. It had to be replamgthat which is Spiritual. We
have all been born a natural creation, but onceave come to the new birth, the
old man must be replaced by the new creation maul. $poke of this:

"And that ye put on the new man, which after Gadtesited in righteousness and
true holiness." Ephesians 4:24

Rebekah had two nations battling in her womb. Argl oo, have two nations or
kingdoms battling in our womb which is our mindsoul. We know that
everything which is conceived in the womb of th@dnis birthed by the mouth
and the body. We speak nothing unless it is coeceirr the soul or mind first.
Jesus informed us:

"O generation of vipers, how can ye, being eviéadpgood things? For out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." Matft#?=84

The abundance of the heart, both good and evilha womes forth from our
mouths. There are two nations, two kingdoms in out,attling for the control
of our mind, the body, and the mouth. These twanator kingdoms have two

kings set over them. One is Christ, the other ts@mist. The
prefix anti means'against or instead of The anti-christ king has many names:
Lucifer, devil, deceiver, tempter, murderer, thd ewe; or we could just call him
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes andotiige of life. Then the question
might be asked, "Is lust and satan the same?" "Mét% look at some scriptures:

"But every man is tempted, when he is drawn awdysadwn lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death." James 1:14-15

"Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodyat ye should obey it in the lusts
thereof." Romans 6:12

"For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 8@rit against the flesh: and these
are contrary the one to the other: so that ye camwthe things that ye would."
Galatians 5:17

"For the time will come when they will not enduceisd doctrine; but after their
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachavidpitching ears." Il Timothy
4:3



When we give into the lust of the flesh, we ares@ving the Kingdom of Light,
but rather we are giving place to satan, and bmopglory unto his kingdom
because we are serving his kingdom. Then when Getbhaorrect us and bring us
back into line through chastisement, we begin yooett, "Satan is so mean to me. |
wish God would make him leave me alone.”

When we do the will of the Father, we have comiaéoplace in God that we can
state as Jesus:

"For the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothin me." John 14:30

When the prince of this world comes to us, he ghéiot nothing in us that he
would desire because everything in us should belonige Kingdom of God.

In this generation, man has refused to endure sdaatline, but would rather
listen to people who will "tickle the ears" and telem they can never be perfect in
this life-time, and to hang on until Jesus comeakzand makes it all OK. These
are not taught "overcoming". Most are not even atigat there are two
kingdoms. Those who do not overcome will be overeoust leads to sin, and sin
brings forth death; perhaps not physical deathspuritual death. When spiritual
death comes, we become entrenched in the kingdalarkhess. Many are in this
kingdom and, because they are spiritually dead, dloenot even realize it. They
go on doing their religious ceremonies and belibey are acceptable in the sight
of God. These have sold their birthright and vwatteive no blessing.

In the last book of the Old Testament, God remirglsfiHis love for Jacob and
His hatred for Esau:

"l have loved you, saith the Lord, Yet ye say, \&hdnath thou loved us? Was not
Esau Jacob's brother? saith the Lord: yet | lovedala And | hated Esau, and
laid his mountains and his heritage waste for treggdns of the wilderness."

Malachi 1:2-3

God hates the Esau spirit, those whose birthrigltad has no value to them; and

they continue in the ways of the world. These hage/ed the light and chosen the

darkness. These two nations are at war in the rath want control of the mind
and the will of man. This is a spiritual battle.

When the Bible speaks of heaven, it is not talkibgut a place. It is speaking of a
realm. That realm is the spiritual realm; and the spoken of in the Bible is in the
spiritual realm. It is the battle over the conwbthe mind or the will of man.

"And there was war in heaven: Michael and his asdelight against the dragon;
and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailet neither was their place
found any more in heaven. And the great dragonaaatsout, that old serpent



called the devil, and satan, which deceiveth thel&twvorld: he was cast out into
the earth, and his angels were cast out with hind BAheard a loud voice saying
in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength,taadkingdom of our God, and
the power of His Christ: for the accuser of ourthren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and night." Reweldt?:7-10

This battle continues in the heavenly realm untilomecede all to Christ (the Holy
Spirit operating in our lives). When this takesgelathen the one who accuses us
day and night will be cast down. Then will comeva#ibn, strength, the kingdom

of God, and the power of His Christ. These are thes€(anointed ones) to the
Son. Those who come into this place in God willdhthe power of Christ
operating in their lives and they will go forthdo the greater works in God,
greater than even Jesus. As Jesus declares:

"Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth Me, the works that | do shall he
do also; and greater works than these shall helswause | go unto My Father."
John 14:12

These two nations or kingdoms are battling for adrand we direct the armies. If
we give the kingdom of darkness place, he williee\tictor. If we give no place to
the devil and resist him, then the Kingdom of LigBhrist) will have pre-
eminence in our lives and we will cast satan outisfplace in the heavenly realm
in our lives.

Many believe Jesus defeated satan on the crosdaltke has never been between
Christ and satan. Jesus went to the cross thatayehave the power over death,
not to defeat satan. Satan never had any powkeiKingdom of God. The name
of Jesus had power over satan while Jesus walkdueosarth. It is recorded in
Luke:

"And John answered and said, Master, we saw ontingasut devils in thy name;
and we forbad him, because he followeth not withluske 9:49

John saw a man casting out demons in Jesus' nafrthiamman was not even a
believer. The name of Jesus had power over the demeaim before Jesus went
to the cross. Even the demonic realm knows theaidilme when they will be dealt
with by every believer. They spoke to Jesus,

"They cried out, saying, What have we to do widetllesus, thou Son of God? Art
thou come hither to torment us before the time?ttivdav 8:29

There is a time set when satan and all his hoartibevcast from the heavenly
realm. When we begin to realize the battle in thavenlies is for our souls, we
will then do the spiritual warfare necessary toentne victory that Christ wrought



for us on the cross. It is all possible in the nah@esus. The prophet Isaiah asked
the question:

"How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, Soritef Morning, How art thou cut
down to the ground, which didst weaken the natioiss! 14:12

The word fomations in this verse is the Hebrew word GOY and megeoplé.
Isaiah goes on to relate:

"For thou hast said in thine heart, | will ascenda heaven, | will exalt my throne
above the stars of God: | will sit also upon theumioof the congregation, in the
sides of the north: | will ascend above the heigltthe clouds; | will be like the

most High. Isaiah 14:13-14

Satan, (Lucifer), said he would exalt his thronevaihhe stars of God. The stars of
God are the angels (messengers, pastors, eldgrsy #te churches - - - those true
men of God, who are sent from God as gifts unto,r&phesians 4:8-11.

Truly, we need constant prayer because satan wantstrol our minds. As he
states, "l will sit upon the mountain of the sidéshe north." We are informed that
"the sides of the north" is the city Mt Zion, théyadf the great king:

"Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole dgris mount Zion, on the sides of
the north, the city of the great King." Psalm 48:2

Mt. Zion is the holy city of God, New Jerusalem. Blation 21:2

Satan also proclaimed, "l will be like the Most RHiGod. Satan wants to take the
place of God in our lives; and that is to controf minds and our wills. If he can
do that he will allow us to have all the religioe want. We can do all the good
works, but he is in control of our mind. He will keaus think our religion and
good works are acceptable to God. But God willtsaypany:

"l never knew you: depart from Me, ye that workjiniy." Matthew 7:23

Many are satisfied with their walk in God. They awd in spiritual warfare for the

control of their soul. When we desire to go on iGtwist, we must put on the mind

of Christ, and cast satan out of our heavenly reaihwe may put on the power of
God in our lives.

The time of the power of His Christ has come! Isaiabte:

"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mirglaged on thee: because he
trusteth in thee." Isaiah 28:3



Do you want perfect peace? Good works will not giseerfect peace. Church
attendance will not give us perfect peace. Reattiedible will not give us
perfect peace. Nothing will give us perfect peat satan is cast out of the

heavenlies.

Until total control is given over to Christ, manliwiever have perfect peace. Our
minds, our wills, our total being must fully be givover to Christ. Paul wrote to
the Thessalonians about the coming of the day af ding:

"Let no man deceive you by any means: for thatsthayl not come, except there
come a falling away first, and that man of sin beaaled, the son of perdition. Il
Thessalonians 2:3

Paul related that we should not be deceived. Befwelay of the Lord can come,
there must be a falling away first. That fallingagmwill be when God exposes
those who have made flesh their king and are wgliirthe ways of the world. We
are informed by Peter that judgment must begihathbuse of God:

"Secondly, Paul says that day can not come untitthe of sin, the son of
perdition be revealed." | Peter 4:17

It is time that the man of sin be revealed in oegd. As we look at the original
meaning of the words

man
sin
son

and perdition

First, we discoveman is the Greek word ANTHROPQOS, and medmsman
being".

The wordsin is HARAAMATRIA and meansto miss the mark, to fall short of the
target".

The wordson is HIUOS and mearithe relationship an off-spring has to his
parents”.

The wordper dition means'the destiny of a man persistent in evil".

When we re-assemble these words it reveals thamh#meof sin, the son of
perdition, is the human being who falls short & goal God has set for him,
because he is persistent to do evil and has falidnyielded to the parent or king
he chooses to follow.



The battle for our soul and will of our life wagémtil we cast down satan from
our heavenlies, the battle will rage and the masirgfthe son of perdition in our
lives, will not have been dealt with.

The power of Christ cannot be resident in our Iwesl we deal with the man of

sin. Whichever king we yield to, that will be themwho is brought forth. It will

be the man of sin, or the man of God. Paul adddetss® issue in his letter to the
Romans:

"Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodyat ye should obey it in the lusts
thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instrusmehunrighteousness unto sin:
but yield yourselves unto God, as those that axeditom the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness unto GRmarians 6:12-13

"Know ye not, that to whom ye vyield yourselvesa@s/to obey, his servants ye
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto deathf mbedience unto
righteousness?" Romans 6:16

Whom we yield to is whom we are the servants tadfallow sin to reign (have
control), we will obey the lust of the flesh. As wtidy these scriptures, we are
informed it is our will, our desire, that decidesthom we serve and yield

ourselves to.

Jesus died to give us the power over death. Hgilias us the use of His name
which has all power over the demonic realm thatvag deal with the death in our
lives and come forth in the power and authoritgzofd. Now is the time to cast out

the evil one and live in righteousness and truenkss.

Most of the church is waiting for a rapture, or d@sus to return to make
everything all right, then make us rulers and rergrof every thing He created. He
will do this when His Word is fulfilled in our live and not until. The Holy Spirit
directed John to write:

"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it dottyat appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shalikeeHim; for we shall see
Him as He is." | John 3:2

If we are not like Him when He returns, we will reste Him, for He will not
appear unto us. Many quote the scripture, "Eveeyveill see Him." That scripture
is true. But if we have not developed our spiritengsight, we will not see Him.

The work God gave Jesus to do in the flesh is fedshVhen He returned to the
Father, He was glorified with the glory that God/gdlim from the beginning. He
will never again leave that glory. As Abraham rethto the lost in torment:



"If they will not believe Moses and prophets, thvynot believe one who returns
from the dead.” Luke 16:31

Those who will not read and believe the Old Testar{Moses and the Prophets)
will not believe the One who arose from the deas${3, our Lord and Saviour).
Paul related to the Corinthians:

"But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them tha¢ dost: In whom the god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them which beliest lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of Galthuld shine unto them." I
Corinthians 4:3-4

The one they have yielded their high place to hiasled their minds so they
cannot see the glorious gospel of Christ. It is gospel that will set them free;
free from the gods of this world who keep them fraoming again into the image
of God. If we are again to come into the image oflGve must know the way.

Paul gives us directions in His letter to the Csiass:

"If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those thiwggch are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affatto things above, not on things
on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is\with Christ in God. When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye algpeaar with Him in glory."
Colossians 3:1-4

If we have sought those things which are aboveditual realm) and our
affections are on the things of the Spirit inste&the things of the flesh, we are
truly dead in Christ and our lives are hidden v@thrist in the Spiritual realm of

God. Then when Christ appears, we will appear tith in glory because we will
see Him as He is because we will be like Him. Rr&sd!

The old man of sin, the son of perdition, will hdeen totally cast out of our lives.
We will have become that new creation in God. Rarit on to state that we
should:

"Mortify therefore your members which are upon ¢aeth; fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiseeand covetousness, which is
idolatry." Colossians 3:5

We are to put our earthly, fleshly desires to de@kie only way we can do this is
to win the battle of the two kingdoms of the miktbhw do we win this battle in
Christ? This victory was what much of Paul's wgsrwere about. He spoke of the
circumcision of the heart in the Spirit, not in {eéer (law), whose praise is not of
men, but of God, Romans 2:29, cutting away théf{esiind so God can produce
His Spirit in us. He told the Corinthians:



"Casting down imaginations, and every high thingt texalteth itself against the

knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity evidryught to the obedience of
Christ." Il Corinthians 10:5

We are to cast down every vain imagination andyekih thing that exalts itself
against the knowledge God has instilled in His p=dy¥e are to bring every
thought, not only those thoughts while we are iarch or prayer, but every
thought into the obedience of Christ. If we will this, then the kingdom of

darkness will have no place in our lives and wetoaly witness that perfect peace
God has promised.

"For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: bluye through the Spirit do mortify the
deeds of the body, ye shall live." Romans 8:13

If we live after the flesh, desiring the fleshlyrigs, we have God's promise that we
will die. But if we, by and through the Spirit, ntiby or destroy the deeds of the
body, we shall live. Eternal life will consume us.

Many today do not want the Holy Spirit anointingir lives, nor do they want
the Spirit of God to change, direct, and consuree thld life. God's warning to us
IS sure:

"But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spiritsdf be that the Spirit of God dwell in
you, Now if any man have not the Spirit of Chiit,is none of His." Romans 8:9

If we do not have the Spirit of God working in dives, allowing Him to change
us into His image and likeness, we are none of Hisse are the ones who cry,
“Lord! Lord!", but He does not know them. Matthew. 2512

Today, many who call themselves Christian are manddly than godly. They are
"hanging on" instead of "going on". They are oveneanstead of being
overcomers. They are complacent, content, and atagm their walk in God.
These are losing the battle of the two nations eintind. The man of sin is more

evident in their lives than the man of God is.

We all have decisions we must make. There are atioms, two kings, two
opinions, two kingdoms in our soul, heart and mivatfling for the control of our
lives. Which will gain the victory? Every decisicgyery thought determines if we
will serve the flesh or be obedient to the Spifilife. When we make a decision to

serve the flesh we resurrect the old man. The §perdition is exalted into that
high place that belongs to God. We need to determimether to serve the flesh or
walk in the Spirit. We cannot do both.

When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savioureg dot give us a passport to
anywhere unless we are determined to be like Hidfallow the example He



gave us. And if we will not follow His example, well never be like Him.
Therefore we will never see Him. This we have asad®irance in His Word.

As long as this battle rages in the heavenliesamgalouble-minded in all that we
do. James wrote:

"A double minded man is unstable in all his waya. [Et not that man think that
he shall receive anything of the Lord." James 1:7-8

Our double-mindedness in God must cease if weoareceive our hope eternal
life. We cannot expect to receive it if we are deumminded! We need to gain the
victory in the battle of the two nations that ararng for our minds. You can
begin to win this battle today by changing your aifrom a fleshly existence and

let Christ have control of your thinking. In a feverds,

"Put on the mind of Christ and cease to be doubledad before God."

We need to recognize we are in a battle beforerevevdling to fight. Begin to
seek the Holy Spirit in your lives today and lesKictory be yours!



