CHAPTER 8

ISRAEL: THE FIG TREE BLOSSOMS

After over two thousand years of exile in the natins of the world, the birth and
blossoming of the modern day nation of Israel is enajor end-time prophetic event
given to us by the G-d of Israel. It is a sign tohe Jewish peopléhouse of Judah)
and the nations of the world of the soon return othe Jewish MessiailMashiach)
YeshudJesus to the earth as the Kingly MessiatMashiach) known asMessiah ben
David to usher in the Messianic Ag¢Athid Lavo). The prophets(nevi'im) of Israel in
the TeNaKh (Old Testament) wrote how the birth of the nationof Israel, the return
of the house of Israeland the house of Judahfrom worldwide exile to the land of
Israel, and the nations of the world gathering agaist the city of Jerusalem
(Yerushalayim)would precede the coming of the MessiatfMashiach).

Israel is the fig tree of the G-d of Israel. In Hoea(Hoshea)9:10 it is written:

"1 found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; | saw your fathaas the firstripe
in the fig tree..."

When the Jewish Messial{Mashiach) Yeshu&lesus was asked by His disciples
(talmidim) the signs that His followers could watch so thahey would understand
when the present agéOlam Hazeh)was concluding and the Messianic Agethid
Lavo)was at hand, He prophetically made mention of thbirth of the modern day
state of Israel. In Matthew (Mattityahu) 24:3, 32-33 it is written:

"When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, thertatlim [disciples] came to
him privately. Tell us, they said, when will the@ngs happen? And what will
be the sign that you are coming, and tledam hazeh’ [end of the agejs
ending?[Complete Jewish Bible version by David Sterh... Now learn a
parable of thefig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forémalves,
ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, whenshall see all these things,
know that it is near even at the doots

A HEART TO BE REDEEMED FROM EXILE

Redemption from exile has always been the heart ardgesire of the Jewish
people(house of Judah) The redemption from their first exile in Egypt (Mitzrayim)
and the receiving of the Torah of the G-d of Israeht mount Sinai has been the



central event that has helped to preserve the idety of the Jewish peoplghouse of
Judah) through later exiles to Babylon and eventually ind all the nations of the
world (Diaspora) While being in exile, the prayers of the Jewishgople(house of
Judah) have always been to return to the land of Israegnd the exile and live in the
Messianic Age(Athid Lavo). This dream of restoration, the end of the exilerad the
return to the land of Israel is expressed in Psalr(iTehillim) 137:1 as it is written:

" By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, wept, when we
remembered Zior!

THE DESIRE FOR A POLITICAL MESSIAH

In the first century, the Jewish peoplg(house of Judah)onged for a political
Messiah(Mashiach)who would free them from the oppression of Rome. &ause of
this desire, various Jewish groups rose up in oppi®n against Rome. Major wars
were fought by the Jewish peopléhouse of Judahjagainst Rome in 70 CE
(Common Era) and in 135 CE. In 135 CE, a Jewish niilry leader named Simon
Bar Kochba led a revolt against Rome. At this timepne of the most respected
rabbi’s of the period, Rabbi Akiva, proclaimed Bar Kochba as the political Jewish
Messiah(Mashiach)who would free the Jewish peopléhouse of Judah)¥rom the
oppression of Rome. During this time, Rome was suessful in winning every war
against the Jewish peopléhouse of Judah)As a result, Rome began to sell the
Jewish people(house of Judah)nto slavery and initiated the exile of the Jewish
people(house of Judah)nto all the nations of the world.

PASSIVE RESISTANCE TO OPPRESSION

Because of the hardship brought to the Jewish peap{house of Judahjn
fighting against Rome, losing the wars, being soldto slavery and being exiled into
the nations of the world, the Jewish peopléouse of Judahpegan to embrace the
ideology of passive resistance against their oppss's from that time forward. This
mindset continued to be prevalent in the late 1800 fact, many Orthodox Jews
have long insisted that any return to the Holy Landwould be carried out by the
Messiah and that to take matters into one’s own hais would be blasphemous. 1
However, anti-Jewish sentiment in Europe in the la 1800s began to change this
mindset among secular Jews. This change in mindsahd the desire for secular Jews
(house of Judah}o return to the land of Israel to escape oppressn and anti-
Semitism without waiting for these matters to be caied out through the rise of a
political Jewish Messiah(Mashiach) became known as the Zionist movement.



THE RISE OF ZIONISM IN EUROPE

"Zionism" comes from the biblical word"Zion." It is often used as a synonym
for Jerusalem (Yerushalayim)and the Land of Israel (Eretz Yisrael) Zionism is an
ideology that expresses the yearning of Jews all@vthe world for their historical
homeland of Zion, the Land of Israel. The foundatio of Zionism is rooted in the
belief that the Land of Israel is the historical brthplace of the Jewish peopléhouse
of Judah) and that Jewish life anywhere else in the world ia life of exile.

The emergence of Zionism in Europe in the late 1880vas a crucial turning
point in Jewish history. Through this movement, anent hopes and dreams of the
Jewish peopleg(house of Judah}o end the exile and return to the land of Israelvas
resurrected. Zionism rejects the idea that assimikégon of the Jewish peoplghouse of
Judah) into the nations of the world is the best way toresure Jewish survival.

In the late 1800s, a grass-roots youth movement doibuted to this Jewish
awakening in Eastern Europe. 2 At this time in histry, a large number of Jews
lived in the Polish and Russian pales. Czarist paly aimed at restricting the Jews
prompted "thousands of idealistic young Russian Je®/ to organize themselves
"into a political and cultural group called the "lo vers of Zion." 3 These youngsters
held their first convention in Constantinople in 182, boldly issuing a manifesto
declaring their need for a Jewish homeland and theiGod-given right to Zion. 4

THEODOR HERZL: THE FATHER
OF MODERN ZIONISM

Theodor Herzl is the man credited with being the fander of modern Zionism.
He was born in Budapest, Hungary, in 1860. His pargs, though Jewish, had no
religious sentiment and young Herzl was educated ithe spirit of the German-
Jewish "Enlightenment"” of the time. Theodor Herzl gudied law at the University of
Vienna. After graduating in 1884 with a doctorate n law, he left law and became the
Paris correspondent for the Vienna Free Press, aeral newspaper. During this
time, Herzl became sensitive toward the Jewish pradém of anti-Semitism.

In 1892, the famous Dreyfus trial began in Paris, Fance. Here, an assimilated
Jew named Alfred Dreyfus on the French General Stafwas wrongly accused and
imprisoned. Herzl witnessed the riotous behavior oFrench mobs and the public
humiliation of the Jewish officer, Dreyfus, when tey taunted the French Jewish
army captain with shouts of "death to the Jews." Tlese events impacted Herzl so
strongly that he became consumed with the desirerfall Jews to have a national
homeland to free them from social injustice and amSemitism. For Herzl, this
meant a sovereign Jewish State. For the first timim his life, Herzl began attending
Jewish religious services. 5



In 1896, Herzl began to communicate his dream by plishing Der Judenstaat
(The Jewish State). More than any other single faot, Herzl's book was most
responsible for galvanizing the support of world Jerry for political Zionism. His
solution called for individual Jews to immigrate toPalestine, buy land from the
Turks, cultivate it into productivity, build a Jewi sh majority in the land, and thus
reestablish the Jewish homeland. 6

In 1897, Theodor Herzl called the first Zionist Comgress at Basle, Switzerland.
It opened on August 29th, 1897 and was attended lspme 204 participants from
seventeen countries. At this time, the World ZionisOrganization was established
and Herzl became its first president. Here he offially launched the Zionist
movement with a specific statement of purpose: "Thebject of Zionism is to
establish for the Jewish people a publicly and ledfsg assured home in Palestine." 7

Initially, when Herzl began to expound his ideas ohaving a central world
organization so that Jews worldwide could move in @ss to some yet unknown
territory, he was met with stiff opposition from eastern European Jews who
dismissed the idea and thought that Herzl was crazyBoth Orthodox and Reform
rabbis branded Herzl and his ideas as visionary andnpractical. Nevertheless,
Herzl continued to pursue his dream and spread higleas.

Herzl's greatest desire was for the Jewish peopl(@ouse of Judah}o have a
national homeland to shelter them from the anti-Seftism that they have
historically experienced in the nations of the wod where they have lived over the
centuries. Therefore, it did not matter to Herzl which country or territory was given
to the Jewish people. Herzl’'s energies seemed boless as he assumed the role of
roving ambassador for the Jews in the highest ectais of government. No
confrontation fazed him. He fearlessly challengedpulent financiers; held audiences
with the kaiser, the Turkish sultan, the king of ltaly, and the pope; and approached
leading officials of Russia and Great Britain. Withhis unique, polished demeanor he
became a diplomatpar excellencdor the Zionist cause. 8

Herzl worked hard to find a territory for the Jews. At first, Sinai and Cyprus
were two territories under consideration. In 1903the British offered Herzl the area
called Uganda. Because pogroms and oppression in $8ia was increasing for the
Jews during this period, Herzl felt that a homelandn Uganda was a credible
proposal. Therefore, Herzl submitted the Uganda pla to the sixth Zionist Congress.
However, this proposal met strong opposition and warejected. The eastern
European Jews regarded it as a betrayal of the drema of settling in the land of
Israel. So strong and hostile was the opposition thie Uganda plan that Herzl wrote
a written commitment to abandon it.

In 1904, Herzl died of a heart attack at the age dbrty-four. For his efforts,
Theordor Herzl became a living legend and became knvn as the father of modern
Zionism. 9



CHAIM WEIZMANN
AND THE BALFOUR DECLARATION

After Herzl's death, the new leader of Zionism becae Chaim Weizmann. Born
in Motol, Russia in 1874, Weizmann attended colleggt German and Swiss
universities. In 1904, he began teaching at Manches, England. Unlike Herzl,
Weizmann believed that a homeland in the ancient tal of Israel was the only
practical solution for the Jewish people. His reasts were not religious but were
derived from his perceived political realities.

Just as Herzl's journalism caused him to be in theight place at the divinely
appointed time, Weizmann’s chemistry talents causethe same thing to happen to
him. Because of World War I, Britain had a need thaWeizmann was able to meet.
When the allies’ supply of acetone to produce munins began to run out
(previously imported from Germany), the British staff called on Weizmann to find
some substitute. Following a two-year project, hiseam developed a superior
synthetic that made a considerable contribution tahe Allied war effort. 10

Weizmann'’s contacts with the Manchester society anhis supervision of mass
production of synthetic acetone for the Allies waeffort gave him visibility and
opened doors for him to make contact with high rankg British government
officials. These contacts included Prime Minister loyd George, First Lord of the
Admiralty Winston Churchill, and Foreign Secretary Arthur Balfour. Weizmann
made personal appeals to these individuals to helpm find a homeland in the
ancient land of Israel for the Jewish people to fuher the cause of Zionism. 11

Weizmann'’s success in developing synthetic acetofoe the Allied war effort so
elated the British cabinet that Lord Balfour exclaimed to Weizmann, "You know
that after the war you may get your Jerusalem." 12

The major result of Weizmann'’s diplomacy was the Biiour Declaration. It
granted the Jewish peopléhouse of Judah)n international right to a homeland in
Palestine with the help of Great Britain. The subsince of the Declaration was given
in a letter to Lord Rothschild by the British Foreign Secretary Arthur Balfour on
November 2, 1917. The declarations reads:

His Majesty’s Government view with favour the estabshment in Palestine of
a national home for the Jewish people, and will usineir best endeavours to
facilitate the achievement of this object, it beinglearly understood that
nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civiand religious rights of
the existing non-Jewish communities in Palestiney ¢he rights and political
status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.



WWI AND THE FALL OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

One of the significant events that contributed tohie possibility of the Jewish
people returning to their ancient homeland was thelefeat of the Ottoman Empire in
WWI. Because of this, control of the Middle East cane under the rule of Great
Britain.

During World War I, Turkey was on the side of Germany. The British through
the leadership of Sir Edward Allenby defeated the Tirks and ended four hundred
years of Turkish rule over Palestine and six hundré years of Muslim dominance in
the area. The Palestine armistice was signed on @bier 31, 1918. This was eleven
days before the World War | armistice was signed. 3 This coincidence prompted
Lord Balfour later to declare that "the founding of the Jewish National Home was
the most significant outcome of the First World War" 14

Oscar Janowsky has summarized this relationship beteen Zionism and World
War | as follows: 15

The First World War proved decisive in the historyof Zionism. On
November 2, 1917, the British government issued ttgalfour Declaration,
pledging to facilitate "the establishment in Paleshe of a national home for
the Jewish people." Soon thereafter the British coquered the country and,
when the war was over, Palestine was administered @ Mandate under the
League of Nations, with the United Kingdom as Mand@ry or trustee. The
Balfour pledge was incorporated in the terms of thélandate, which
recognized "the historical connection of the Jewislpeople with Palestine”
and the right to reconstitute "their national home in that country.” Britain
was to encourage the immigration and close settlemieof the Jews on the
land; Hebrew (as well as English and Arabic) was tbe an official language;
and a "Jewish Agency" was to assist and cooperateiti the British in the
building of the Jewish National Home.

The British Mandate was given international approva by the Council of the
League of Nations on June 28, 1919. The followingap shows the land area in the
Middle East governed by the British Mandate.

However, before its final sanction on September 29922, the homeland
projected for the Jews had been reduced to exclud@ansjordan when Great
Britain created the state of Transjordan under thekingship of Abdullah ibn
Hussein. 16 The following map shows how the land die Middle East looked after
Great Britain gave the land that was originally prgected to be a national homeland
for the Jewish people to Transjordan. In order to atisfy the Arabs, "land was given
for peace."”



What Theodor Herzl invigorated in the Jewish peopldor a national homeland
with the writing of his book, Der Judenstaa(The Jewish State), Chaim Weizmann
continued with the Balfour Declaration. With the ddeat of the Ottoman Empire in
WWI and British control over the land of Palestine,the fire of Zionism became a
blaze in the hearts of the Jewish people. Jews ihd Diaspora became encouraged
that they would once again be able to live in theahd of their forefathers.

DAVID BEN-GURION AND THE "YISHUV"

While Weizmann furthered the cause of Zion throughhis diplomatic contacts in
the West, David Ben-Gurion became a pioneer for Ziism among the people in the
land of Palestine(Yishuv) David Ben-Gurion was born in Poland in 1886. He
migrated to the land of Israel in 1906. In the langdhe became the most active Zionist
during this time. He became involved in the creatio of the first agricultural
workers’ commune (which evolved into theKvutzahand finally the Kibbutz). He also
helped establish the Jewish self-defense groujjashomer” (The Watchman).

In the land, BenGurion was a founder of the trade nions, and in particular, the
national federation, theHistadrut, which he dominated from the early 1920s. He also
served as theHistadrut’s representative in the World Zionist Organization and
Jewish Agency and was elected chairman of both orgeations in 1935. He led the
Jewish Legion against the Turks in World War |. After leading the struggle to
establish the State of Israel in May 1948, BenGuriobecame Prime Minister and
Defense Minister when Israel became a nation.

BEN YEHUDA AND THE HEBREW LANGUAGE

With the rise of Zionism and the return of the Jewsh people to their ancient
homeland, Hebrew became the common language that ahmigrants were required
to learn. With the dispersion of the Jewish peopleto the nations of the world,
Hebrew had practically become a "dead" language.

It was the dream of Eliezer Ben-Yehuda that when th Jewish people returned
to their ancient homeland that they would speak thie ancient tongue of Hebrew.
Ben-Yehuda was most responsible for this becomingraality. Therefore, he is
remembered as being the creator of the modern Hebwelanguage.

Ben-Yehuda, was born Eliezer Yitzhak Perelman, intte Lithuanian village of
Luzhky on January 7, 1858. He learned Hebrew at agung age as a part of his
religious upbringing. Though migrating from Russiawith tuberculosis in 1881, he
devoted his life to rejuvenating the language for wdern use, even producing a



Hebrew dictionary. In spite of much ridicule, he ard his wife "took a vow that no
words would ever again pass their lips except in Heew, a vow that proved to be
one of the turning points in the history of Palestie.” 17

ARAB RESPONSE TO JEWISH IMMIGRATION

In the decade following the international approvalof the Balfour Declaration,
many Jews madealiyah and returned to the land of Palestine. During thes years,
they came mostly from Russia and Eastern Europe. Ithe eight years since the
Balfour Declaration, the Jewish population had douked from 55,000 to 103,000.
Zionism had finally caught the imagination of the &wish people, and as oppression
increased in Europe, thousands of Jews fled to Pakine and the sanctuary of a
Jewish national homeland during the decade of the9R0’s. 18

However, all of this was greeted with stiff Arab rgection of Jewish immigration
(house of Judah}o the land of Israel. The main source of agitatio was the Grand
Mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al-Husseini. The British had sought to control the
country through two leading families of Palestine wth large land holdings, the
Husseinis and the Nashashibis. 19 Haj Amin was appded president of the
Supreme Muslim Counsel in 1922, giving him immensgaolitical, economic, and
religious clout. 20 During World War Il, he defected to the Nazis, moving to Rome
and Berlin. In the twenties and thirties, he misseao opportunity to stir antagonism
and wage war against the Jewish families settlingpiPalestine.

Despite Arab opposition, a flood of 150,000 Jewismmigrants entered
Palestine from 1931 to 1935. 21 While the Jewishromunity was trying to persuade
the British to allow increased Jewish immigrationthe Arabs were threatening to
cut off access to Middle Eastern oil supplies if imigration was increased. 22
However, when European Jews needed the refuge ofnmgration the most, it was
cut off from them. The ominous year was 1939.

On May 17, 1939, the British government of Prime Miister Neville
Chamberlain issued a paper known as theMacDonald White Papér (after
Malcolm MacDonald, the Colonial Secretary), which at the immigration of Jews to
Palestine almost to nothing. 23

The 1939 White Paper specified three guidelines fdtalestine:

(1) Jewish immigration would be slowed, then halted

(2) Jews would only be allowed to buy land in areashere they were
already the majority population;



(3) Britain would support an independent Palestinia state, controlled
by the Arabs, after the war.

Winston Churchill called it a "gross breach of faith." 24 It was the virtual
surrender to the demands of Arab terrorists. Yet tle Grand Mufti even rejected this
paper, demanding "the immediate setting up of an idependent Arab state in
Palestine and no further Jewish immigration."” 25

What happened to the Balfour agreement? It fell vitm to the Chamberlain
government’s policies of "appeasement.” Just as Cezloslavakia was offered to
appease the fuhrer in Europe, so the Balfour guaraee was sacrificed to stroke the
Mufti in Palestine.

This restrictive British policy appears to have reeived an immediate frown
from heaven. Four months after issuing this White Bper (May 1939), Britain was
reluctantly drawn into World War 1l (September 1, 1939).

One year later Chamberlain was forced to resign wheGermany invaded
Norway and threatened the British Isles. Neverthekes, the Chamberlain policy on
immigration continued throughout the war. Although thousands did escape Hitler's
clutches, they were halted as they approached Pdlie®. Many were turned back at
gunpoint when coming ashore; many more died at sed6

ADOLF HITLER AND WORD WAR Il

As the Second World War erupted, Jewish emigratiorto Palestine came to a
virtual halt. Visas from Europe were cut off by Addf Hitler and entrance into
Palestine was shut off by the British. 27

Adolf Hitler had a demonic desire to destroy and éminate the Jewish people
from existence. His desire could be seen in five ggressive stages. 28

1) The first stage began immediately when he tooKface and
purposed to destroy all Jewish businesses in Germgan

2) The second stage came in 1935 when the Nurembuagvs were
passed, depriving all Jews of citizenship.

3) The third stage began with a mass arrest of Jewss September
1939 at the outbreak of war. Jews were put in cono&ation camps
and required to wear the "Badge of Shame” (Yellow &r of David) to
distinguish them from non-Jews. For those still abwed to migrate,
the ransom price was surrender of all possessiorBy 1939, only



200,000 of the 500,000 Jews living in Germany sieagrs earlier still
remained.

4) The fourth stage came in 1940 when all Jews werecarcerated in
concentration camps. This roundup was later extendgto all parts of
German-occupied Europe. Nazis hauled Jews in from ustria,
Czechoslavakia, Hungary, Poland, Rumania, France, ¢lland,
Switzerland, Belgium, Northern Italy, Yugoslavia, Denmark, and
Norway, with only several outstanding exceptions.

5) The fifth and final stage of this madness was ttad the “final
solution" and was initiated by Nazi leadership in D42. The purpose of
the concentration camps changed from detention taxéermination,

and murder became a full-time German occupation. 29

The main death camps were located in Germany, PoldnAustria, and
Czechoslovakia. The memorial at Yad Vashem has leti twenty-two of the largest
camps, names known in infamy: Auschwitz, Buchenwaldachau, Mauthausen, and
Treblinka. The largest was Auschwitz in Poland whee over three million were
murdered. 30

So, important was this carnage to Nazi leaders that was given an even higher
priority than that of the war effort itself. 31 Alt hough the Nazi cause was clearly lost
in early 1945, the gas chambers and furnaces weregt running full blast. As
Finkelstein remarks, "The actual annihilation of the Jewish population was one of
the main ideological and military objectives of theGerman Nazified war machine.
And this objective was to a large extent achieved.32

The following figures on Jewish casualties duringhte Holocaust have been
taken and are compiled byJudaica Encyclopedia

DISTRIBUTION OF JEWISH VICTIMS
OF THE HOLOCAUST

Austria 65,000
Hungary 402,000
Belgium 24,000
Italy 7,500

Czechoslavakia 277,000



Luxembourg 700

France 83,000

Norway 760

Germany 125,000
Poland-Soviet 4,565,000
Greece 65,000

Rumania 40,000

Holland 106,000

Yugoslavia 60,000

Total Jewish Victims 5,820,000

WORLD OUTRAGE DEMANDS A ZIONIST STATE

When international teams of investigators confirmedhe horrors of the
Holocaust, most of the Western world agreed that imediate measures should be
taken to open the door to Palestine. Even the Brigh Labour Party agreed. 33 With
"regard to the unspeakable horrors that have been @rpetrated upon the Jews in
Germany and other occupied countries in Europe," itsaid, "it is morally wrong and
politically indefensible to impose obstacles to thentry into Palestine now of Jews
who desire to go there..." 34 It furthermore proposedhat the Americans, Soviet,
and British governments should "see whether we camt get that common support
for a policy which will give us a happy, free, anc prosperous State in Palestine." 35

POST WWII POLITICS IN ENGLAND

Even before the war ended, a significant shift oceted through the British
elections of July 1945. Britain still had the Leage of Nations’ Mandate to control
Palestine. During the war, Prime Minister Churchill had been strongly supportive
of Zionism and gave Weizmann his word that a Statef Israel would be set up in



Palestine after the war with three to four millionJews. 36 That was the view of both
the Labour and Tory parties in their electioneeringcampaigns.

But in 1945, Churchill’s coalition was voted out ofoffice in a landslide. 37
Britain’s severe economic setbacks during the warral its shrinking world empire
led to the dissatisfaction that produced this ouste The Labour party of Clement
Atlee took over with high expectations from everyoa — including the Zionists.

Despite candidate Atlee’s pro-Zionist stance, howev, his administration soon
reversed itself on the Palestine issue. Ernest Bawvas made Foreign Secretary and
thus became Czar of the Mideast and its problems.hbugh a sharp statesman and
keenly perceptive of growing Soviet power, he didot share the pro-Zionist
sympathies of his colleagues and the former adminration. 38 "Bevin repudiated
all the pledges that had been made officially andnofficially by Labour speakers for
the last ten years, some of which may have helpeukt Party win the election." 39

Several changes made this reversal of policy the lgaally prudent course for
the new foreign secretary. The Arab world was gaimg prestige and becoming a
factor to be reckoned with. It had just added sevel independent states to its
number and its oil power was claiming internationalrespect. In juggling interests in
the Mideast, Bevin tended to favor the Arabs and denplay the rights of Jews. To
this end, Bevin came to fiercely oppose the creatimf a Jewish state in the troubled
area. 40

Another factor contributing to this reversal was the MacDonald "White Paper"
of 1939, an anti-Jewish document that continued ieffect throughout the war.
Designed to mollify the Arabs, it in fact reduced @wish immigration to Palestine to
a trickle and intended to cut it off entirely. Had the White Paper been fully carried
out, the hard-won advantages guaranteed the Jews the Balfour Declaration would
have been nullified. Arabs responded to this Britis reversal by increasing their
opposition to Jewish immigration. Encouraged by Bew, they boldly demanded that
all Jewish immigration be stopped and a new Arab @itte be set up in Palestine. 41

The irony is that none of these Arab nations (excefor Transjordan)
supported the Allies in World War Il. They remained carefully neutral until the
final months when Allied victory was assured. The &8estinian leader (ex-Mufti Haj
Amin Husseini), in fact, defected to Irag before tle war and later joined Hitler and
Eichmann in Germany in their butchery of Jews. 42 “¢t, the Arab states were
shown amazing respect by the Allied powers in thegstwar era; seven seats were
given them in the United Nations Assembly. 43

THE JEWISH RESISTANCE MOVEMENT



When many Zionists began to realize that a politidasolution to establish a
national homeland for the Jewish peopléhouse of Judah)could not be achieved,
they saw the need for military action. The main Jewgh resistance groups were the
Haganah the Irgun and Lehi.

Arab riots in the land of Palestine in 1920 and 19Pstrengthened the view that
it was impossible to depend upon the British authaties to defend and protect the
Jewish people in the land of Palestine. Furthermorehe Arabs would disrupt the
agricultural settlements set up by theYishuv. In addition, after initially encouraging
the immigration of Jews to Israel, the British nowopenly banned Jewish
immigration. From these events, it became apparerihat the British were not
interested in providing security for the Jewish sdters in the land. Therefore, the
yishuvneeded to create an independent defense force cdetply free of foreign
authority.

THE CREATION OF THE HAGANAH

With the help of the worldwide Jewish Agency, thedagonahwas created. In
June 1920, theHaganahwas founded by theHistadrut (General Federation of
Jewish Labor). At the time, it was considered illegl by the British mandatory
authorities. The Haganahbecame the underground defense organization of the
yishuvfrom 1920 to the establishment of the state of lael in 1948.

As Arab hostilities increased, the members of thelaganahsplit over the
guestion of how to react to Arab terrorism. Followng Arab disturbances in the
summer of 1929, a group of commanders and member§the Haganah led by
Avraham Tehomi, decided to split from the main groy and set up their own
organization to be more active in pursuing the Aralterrorists.

THE CREATION OF THE IRGUN

This new organization was named thé&rgun Zva'i Leumi (National Military
Organization) also known by the name oEtzel It was founded in 1931 and became
an underground organization that operated in Paleshe in the 1930s and 1940s.

Irgun rejected the "restraint” policy of the Haganah They carried out armed
reprisals against Arabs and preferred to use polital powers to forward the goal of
reclaiming the land. While the armed reprisals agaist the Arabs provided relief for
the Jewish settlers, it was condemned by the Jewiggency and brought political
embarrassment to them. While the Jewish Agency trgeto provide an image of the
Jew being a good moral person who was being terraed by the Arabs in order to



win support from the non-Jewish world, thelrgun gave it's full support to the
settlers.

On December 5, 1936, Avraham Tehomi signed an accbwith Ze’ev
(Vladimir) Jabotinsky, the leader of the Revisionis Movement, making Jabotinsky
commander oflrgun. In April 1937, during the Arab riots, the Irgun split. About
half its members returned to theHaganah The rest formed a new Irgun Zeva'i
Le’umi (National Military Organization), which was ideologically linked with the
Revisionist Movement and accepted the authority afs leader, Vladimir Jabotinsky.

VLADIMIR JABOTINSKY AND
THE REVISIONIST MOVEMENT

Ze’ev (Vladimir) Jabotinsky was born on October 18,1880, in the city of
Odessa, Russia. The pogrom against the Jews of Kisév in 1903 spurred
Jabotinsky to undertake Zionist activity. Jabotinsky was deeply impressed by
Theodor Herzl. Jabotinsky was elected as a delegdi®the 6th Zionist Congress, the
last in which Theodor Herzl participated.

After World War |, Jabotinsky became disenchanted vinen Great Britain
severed almost 80% of the British Mandate originalf designated for a Jewish
Homeland to create Transjordan (1922). Disillusioné with Britain and angry at
Zionist acquiescence to British reversals, Jabotiky became unhappy with the
direction of the Zionist Movement. He was unconvined that the Turks or the Arabs
would accommodate the aims of Zionism. So, he adwated bolder tactics.

Jabotinsky set about establishing a separate Ziorisederation based on
"revision" of the relationship between the Zionistmovement and Great Britain.
This federation would actively challenge British pticy and openly demand self-
determination or Jewish statehood. The goals of theevisionist movement included
restoration of a Jewish Brigade to protect the Jeveh community and mass
immigration to Palestine of up to 40,000 Jews a yea

In 1925, the establishment of the World Union of Zinist Revisionists
(Hatzohar)was announced with Paris as its headquarters. In9B1, Jabotinsky
demanded that the Seventeenth Zionist Congress makeclear announcement of its
Zionist aims (a Jewish state) but the delegates nefed to do so.

In 1923, the youth movement BetarBrith Joseph Trumpeldor) was created.
The new youth movement was aimed at educating itsembers so that they would
have a military and nationalistic spirit. Jabotinsky was also the leader of this
movement.



In 1935, after the Zionist Executive rejected his glitical program and refused
to clearly define that "the aim of Zionism was theestablishment of a Jewish state,
Jabotinsky decided to resign from the Zionist Moverant. He founded the New
Zionist Organization (NZO) to conduct independent plitical activity for free
immigration and the establishment of a Jewish State

In 1937, the Irgun Tzvai Leumi (IZL) became the miltary arm of the
Jabotinsky movement and he became its commander. €hhree bodies headed by
Jabotinsky, The New Zionist Organization (NZO), theBetar youth movement and
the Irgun Tzvai Leumi(IZL) were three extensions of the same movement.

With the outbreak of World War Il, Irgun declared a truce, which led to a
second split. Some forces decided to fight with tHaritish against the Nazi Axis
powers. This group declared a truce and joined th&ritish army and the Jewish
Brigade. The second group led by Avraham Stern waaown as the Stern Gang or
Lehi. They operated as an underground organization from 940 to 1948.

THE CREATION OF LEHI

Lehi was an acronym forLohamei Herut YisraelFighters for the Freedom of
Israel). The split with the Irgun was due to disageement on three main issues:

1) The group’s demand that the military struggle aginst the British
government be continued irrespective of the war agast Nazi
Germany;

2) Opposition to enlistment in the British army, whch Jabotinsky
supported; and

3) Willingness to collaborate, as a tactical measar with anyone who
supported the struggle against the British in Paldme.

Lehi’s goals were:

1) Conquest and liberation ofEretz Israel;war against the British
Empire;

2) Complete withdrawal of Britain from Palestine;

3) Establishment of a "Hebrew kingdom from the Euphrates to the
Nile."



MENACHEM BEGIN BECOMES LEADER
OF THE IRGUN

In December of 1943, Menachem Begin became leaddrtbe Irgun. Begin was a
Polish Jew who had escaped a Siberian labor camp 1943 and made his way to
Palestine to join thelrgun.

Menachem Begin was born in BrestLitovsk in 1913. Aa child he was forced to
flee with his family to escape the fighting betweethe German and Russian armies
in World War I. A passionate Zionist from an early age, he joined Ze'ev
Jabotinsky’s Betar youth movement in his teens, riag quickly to important
administrative and leadership positions.

In February 1944, Irgun declared war against the British administration. k
attacked and blew up government offices, militarynstallations and police stations.
The Jewish Agency and their group, thedaganahresponded against thérgun in a
campaign nicknamed theSezon The Haganahkidnapped several of thdrgun’s
members and handed them over to the British.

THE JEWISH RESISTANCE MOVEMENTS
BECOME UNITED IN PURPOSE

After World War I, the Haganahrealized that the British were not relenting
their ban on immigration, nor were they helpful incombating Arab terrorism. In
late 1945, the three groups (th&gun, the Haganah and Lechi) reached an
understanding to coordinate the struggle to fight e British.

The unity of the groups was short-lived. In May 198 thelrgun blew up the
wing of the King David hotel in Jerusalem, which hased the British Palestine
Command. The organizations’ cooperation broke up filblowing Irgun’s bombing
becauseHaganahclaimed that the attack had not been coordinated ith them.

THE JEWISH RESISTANCE MOVEMENTS
ARE MERGED INTO THE IDF

After the end of World War Il, the Haganahwas the largest and most
important Jewish military force operating against the British. On May 26, 1948, the
Provisional Government of Israel decided to transfom the Haganahinto the
regular army of the State to be called Zeva Haganah Le-Yisraélor The Israel



Defense Forces (IDF). When the IDF was establishet May 31, 1948Jrgun and
Lehi announced that its members would join also.

Haganah and Irgun became the Labor and Likud politcal parties in Israel. The
Haganahand thelrgun have had their political differences since they we created
to fight against the British in order that the Jewsh people(house of Judah)could
have a national homeland. There was an event thabdk place before they merged
themselves into the IDF that highlights the divisia and tension between these two
groups. This division continues to the present dathrough the modern day political
parties in Israel namedLabor and Likud whose political roots go back to the
Haganahand thelrgun.

The Irgun had a boat, theAltalena, which had supplies and men coming into
Jaffa port. The boat was laden with munitions need#by the Jewish defenders. The
Haganahwanted to take all supplies. Negotiation betweeiné Irgun and the
Haganahensued. No agreement was forged. Tltaganahopened fire on the
Altalena, sinking the boat, killing and wounding Jewish lies and destroying
supplies. The commander of thédaganahwas Yitzhak Rabin. When the nation of
Israel was established, the Jewish Agency and itslfiowers took up the leadership of
Israel. Today, their political party is known as "Labor."” The opposition party, led
by the soldiers in thelrgun, became the opposition party to thédaganahand is
known today as the 'Likud." Still today, these two groups are politically fghting it
out between themselves just as they did in the tinad the birth of the state of Israel.

THE BRITISH MANDATE
IS TURNED OVER TO THE UN

When thelrgun blew up the King David Hotel in Jerusalem(Yerushalayim)
where the British government kept their office on dily 22, 1946, twenty-eight British
were killed. By the beginning of 1947, the Britisthad decided they wanted nothing
more than to wash their hands of the whole mandataffair. 44

Thus it was becoming more and more evident that Btish anti-Zionist policy
was bankrupt and that a new approach was needed. Effault lay primarily with
"Bevin’s agonized intransigence on the immigratiorissue, provoking maximal
Zionist demands for Jewish statehood.” This "ignitel the terrorism, launched the
illegal refugee traffic to Palestine, undermined Bitain's economy, eroded its
international reputation, and finally doomed the Pdestine Mandate itself." 45 The
Atlee-Bevin government came to see how impossibtenas to carry out the British
Mandate with conflicting policies toward the Jews ad the Arabs. 46

Acknowledging a deadlock on the issue, the Britisbabinet on April 2, 1947,
announced it was referring the Palestine problem tthe United Nations General



Assembly. This body set up an eleven-nation invegative board (UNSCOP) to
devise a plan of action. After several months of keew, they recommended
endorsing the principle of independence for both ta Jews and the Arabs. However,
they were divided regarding who should control whatrea. The majority voted for
"partitioning” Palestine, advocating three divisions, an Arab state, a Jewish state,
and an international zone in the Jerusalem area. 47

The General Assembly of the United Nations voted oNovember 29, 1947, to
support partitioning. The vote was thirty-three to thirteen, mainly the Western bloc
against the Moslems and Asian blocs. Eleven natioadstained, including Britain. It
was to be implemented at the termination of the Btish Mandate on May 14,

1948. 48

The partition plan vote became UN Resolution 181nlPart lll, Section A of UN
Resolution 181, the city of Jerusalem was establisti as a 'torpus separaturhunder
a special international regime and shall be admintsred by the United Nations.
Thus, the plan of the UN was for JerusalenfYerushalayim)to become an
international city.

The Arabs unequivocally rejected it, perceiving itas another step in Zionist
expansionism. To maintain good relations with the Aab League, Britain also
rejected it. Joining them, the United States StatBepartment under Secretary of
State George Marshall cautioned against the planniMay 1947, the Soviet
delegation surprised everyone by endorsing partitieing. In October, the Arab
League began a troop buildup in Palestine. 49

President Truman chose to disagree with Secretaryf &tate George Marshall
on the issue. Truman accused the State Department lsaving an Arabic mentality.
"Like most of the British diplomats," he quipped, " some of our diplomats also
thought that the Arabs, on account of their numbersand because of the fact that
they controlled such immense oil resources, shoulee appeased. | am sorry to say
that there were some among them who were incline® tbe anti-Semitic.” 50 He then
instructed the State Department to support the Uniéd Nations plan of partitioning
Palestine. 51

Many commentators believe that this courageous acth by Truman received
the smile of heaven. That fall, Truman ran for reetction against the highly favored
Republican governor of New York, Tom Dewey, and wanTruman later referred to
himself as "Cyrus," the biblical Gentile who in Persian times had assisted the post-
exilic remnant in returning from dispersion. 52

ISRAEL'S 1948 WAR OF INDEPENDENCE



The Arabs responded to the Partition Resolution byarrying out their oft-
repeated threats. Jewish homes and synagogues iretimajor cities were
immediately attacked while the British stood by. CHs went out for all available
forces from the Arabic States to mobilize for warArabs saw the British withdrawal
as an opportunity to drive out the Jews and settlehe immigration question once
and for all. The Mufti moved from Cairo to Lebanonto take charge of the
Palestinian operation. 53

In the late afternoon of May 14, 1948, the Britistkept their word and hauled
down the Union Jack. Israel proceeded to raise itsewly designed flag featuring the
Star of David the same day. David Ben-Gurion becamisrael’s first prime minister.
Chaim Weizmann later became the first President athe new republic. Within
minutes, President Truman issued a statement extemd) de facto recognition to
Israel as a sovereign state. 54

Before the day ended, Egyptian planes were alreadyombing Tel Aviv. Most of
the Arab states sent men and material to the attagkncluding Syria, Transjordan,
Lebanon, Egypt, Yemen, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia. Addional forces came from
North African states. 55

The Arab’s initial attack was full-scale on all sices, confident that their sheer
numbers and superior armament would quickly overwhém the ill-equipped
Jews. 56 Their plan was to take Palestine’s key @t within a few weeks and then
quickly "drive the Jews into the sea."

From a statistical standpoint, an easy triumph wagractically a given: the
Arab’s overwhelming power came from seven nations ih a combined population
of over 140 million; the Jewish remnant they opposktotaled only 650,000 in all
Palestine, with no promise of backing from other naons; the Arab Legion of
Transjordan was "financed and officiated by the British." 57 However, with divine
help from the G-d of Israel, the Jewish peopléhouse of Judah)won the war and the
nation of Israel was born.

The UN plan had assigned her 5,500 square miles atite new Arab state 4,500.
The spoils of war added additional territory, whichgave Israel a total of 8,050 of the
total 10,400 square miles in Palestine. 58 King Altlah of Transjordan acquired
2,350 square miles in the West Bank plus over 7500 Palestinians. 59

In May 1949, the new nation of Israel was acceptadto the United Nations,
recognized as an independent, sovereign nation. 60

On four occasions in the next twenty-five years, tael was forced to mobilize
her troops to defend her borders. Each of these wastraumatic episode in itself, but
each also resulted in further gain that fortified rer position in the Middle East. 61



ISRAEL'S 1956 WAR WITH EGYPT

Egyptian General Gamal Abdel Nasser was elected milent of Egypt in 1956.
From 1948, Egypt had closed the Suez Canal to Isdaships. Then in 1955, she
began a blockade also of the Gulf of Agaba, cuttingff Israel’s access to the Red Sea
and Indian Ocean. Responding to this challenge, lael again mobilized her citizen
army in October 1956, striking at Egypt through therugged Sinai wasteland. That
desert campaign became known d®©peration Kadesh."62 With divine help from
the G-d of Israel, the Jewish peopléhouse of Judah)efeated the plans of Nasser
and Egypt and won the 1956 war.

ISRAEL’S 1967 WAR WITH HER ARAB
NEIGHBORS

In the spring of 1967 following a vast military buldup of Russian equipment,
Nasser again closed the Gulf of Agaba to Israeli ghping and demanded that UN
observers withdraw from the demilitarized zone. ByMay 17, seven Arabic nations
had mobilized armor on three fronts, broadcasting heir intentions to "cut the Jews
throats." King Hussein of Jordan decided to join tte fray, collaborating with Iraqi
troops. He hoped to seize the Islamic shrines in desalem for his Hashemite
kingdom. 63

When Nasser blockaded the Straits of Tiran and clesl off the Israeli port of
Eilat, he prevented Israel's only access from the @f of Agaba to the Red Sea, and
from there to the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Seaand it meant Israel’s access to
oil from the Persian Gulf was cut off. The blockadeconsidered an act of war by
Israel, was provocation of the first order. Israelhad already notified the UN
Security Council that it would soon have to act ints own self-defense. But, the UN
failed to enforce the conditions of the truce thahad existed since 1956. 64

The Arabs massed 547,000 troops, 2,504 tanks, arei79combat aircraft. Israel
mustered 264,000 troops, 800 tanks, and 300 comlzatplanes. Israeli generals
Yitzchak Rabin and Moshe Dayan foresaw that surprie was their only hope. 65 The
preemptive strike was decisive. "In 170 minutes Isael’s pilots had smashed Egypt’'s
best-equipped air bases and had turned three hunddeof Nasser’'s combat planes
into flaming wrecks ... The Egyptian air force, the &rgest in the Middle East, was in
ruins." 66 The same scenario was replayed in Syridordan, and Iraq. "By nightfall
of June 6, Israel had destroyed 416 planes, 393 tire ground. It had lost twenty-six
planes during that time, all to antiaircraft." 67

In two days, the Egyptian army in the Sinai was vitually wiped out, leaving
Israel to occupy the Gaza Strip. To the north, aftea desperate and costly tank
battle, the Syrians were routed and the strategic @an Heights was taken. Thus



ended the long nightmare of Syrian bombardment of @lilean villages. Israel was
now secure on her northern border. 68

In the battle with Jordan, Israel gained control ofthe West Bank and the old
city of Jerusalem fell into Israeli hands. By gaimig control of the West Bank, the
cities of Bethlehem, Hebron, Jericho, and Shechens avell as Jerusalem came into
Israel hands. For the first time in nineteen hundrel years, the Jews had control of
the old city of Jerusalem. A newly composed balladJerusalem the Golden,"
became Israel’'s popular anthem in the aftermath othe Six-Day War. 69

In the war, "The Arabs suffered 15,000 casualtiedsrael’s losses were 777
killed, 2,186 wounded." 70 To its previous eightyife hundred square miles, it
added twenty-eight thousand square miles in the Sam, Golan Heights, and West
Bank. 71 The occupied territories proved to be ardieal bone of contention for the
Arabs, leading to further conflicts that would dwarf even the monumental battles of
Israel’s first twenty years of nationhood. 72

ISRAEL'S 1973 YOM KIPPUR WAR

On October 6, 1973 on Yom Kippur, the Arabs attackd Israel once again. They
had 750,000 troops, 3,200 Soviet tanks, 860 planasd the latest Soviet missiles. 73
In the first grim hours at the Canal Zone, Israelireservists were obliterated. Their
token defenses consisted of "precisely 436 Israsbldiers in a series of bunkers
seven to ten miles apart, together with three tankand seven artillery batteries." 74
Coming at them, "were five Egyptian infantry divisions, three mixed infantry and
tank divisions, and twenty-two independent infantry commando, and paratroop
brigades. With the air force, the enemy constituteahot less than 600,000 men, 2,000
tanks, 2,300 artillery pieces, 160 SAM missile badties, and 550 combat planes." 75

In the third and fourth days of the war, Israel begn to win the war. First,
Israel was able to defeat Syria in the north. By Qiober 18, Israeli troops headed
toward Damascus. In the battle with Egypt in the Saz, Israel gained the upper edge
over Egypt. By October 23, the Israeli army was athe Gulf of Suez. As a result,
Egypt and Russia demanded that the United Nationse8urity Council require Israel
to pull back to its pre-1967 borders.

As a result of the war, the United Nations demandethat Israel withdrawal
from the West Bank and Gaza Strip based upon UN Re#ution 242. When Israel
refused to comply, the council nearly voted her oubf the United Nations in the
summer of 1975. 76



THE POLITICS OF OIL IN THE MIDDLE EAST

The 1973 Yom Kippur war highlighted how imported Arab oil has become an
important political and economic issue in understading the present Israel / Arab
conflict. The world economy depends on imported Arl oil and the Arab oil
producing countries decided to use oil as an econarand political weapon to
influence world opinion against Israel. On Octoberl7, 1973, Arab petroleum
ministers met during the Yom Kippur War and decidedto cut oil production and
exports. "It was under the fagade of the war crisis.. that the Arabs seized the
opportunity to launch a drastic escalation of oil pices. Libya announced on October
18 that the cost of its oil would go up 28 percenrt- irrespective of the war and
Israel’s misdeeds. Iraq thereupon declared a 70 peent price rise. Kuwait matched
this figure." 77

Members of the European Common Market took immedia¢ measures to
placate Arab oil barons, making new demands on Isel to give up the occupied
territories. Thus an oil-thirsty world forced Israel into a diplomatic ghetto. Though
the Arabs suffered a devastating loss in the Yom Igpur war, they discovered a
powerful new weapon and found themselves in the drer’s seat of the world
economy. By a simple turn of oil valves they coultlirther the goals of Palestine. 78

THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND ARAB POLITICS

As a result of Israel winning her war of independene and her succeeding wars
against her Arab neighbors, the Arabs living in Isael did not have a country of
their own. They called themselves Palestinians. Howing the 1973 Yom Kippur
war, the Palestinians became an increasingly impaant political issue in the
Israel/Arab conflict. Since the creation of the Ard states, the Palestinian people
have been mistreated by Arab states and have had daelations with many of them.
During this time, Arab leaders have fought among temselves for the title of being
the leader of the Arab world. By not having a statef their own, the Palestinians
have been used by the Arab world for their own potical purpose and as a political
weapon against Israel. While the Arab states all mgnize the Palestinians as their
cousins, only Jordan was willing to take their refgees.

The root of Arab politics toward the Palestinian p@ple goes back to the early
1920’s when the Arab states were being created foWing the defeat of the Turks in
World War I. Following WWI, the British and French allowed the gradual
formation of seven independent Arabic states in theegion (Egypt, Syria, Lebanon,
Transjordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen, followe later by ten others). 79

Winston Churchill gave the area of Transjordan to Adullah of Arabia. This he
did to mollify the Arab leader for the help his father, the sharif of Mecca, had given



the British in diverting the Turks in Arabia in 1917. 80 This gift of East Jordan
(Transjordan) to Abdullah constituted three-quarters of the area known as
Palestine.

The Arabs west of the Jordan also wanted an indepéent state and had
candidates chomping at the bit for rulership. For nany years, two leading families,
the al-Husseinis and Nashashibis, had alternated iiilling the position of Grand
Mufti of Jerusalem. 81 Though a religious positionit carried strong political clout
throughout Palestine. Both families claimed desceritom the Grand Sharif of
Mecca, who in turn claimed descendancy from Muhamm@himself. These two clans
exerted much influence in mayoral offices in the rgion, but were constantly at
loggerheads. From the Nashashibis came King Abdultlea who was given
Transjordan, and his brother Feisal. Feisal was fist given Syria (until the French
took it over) and was later made King of Irag. At he assassination of Abdullah in
1951, Hussein, his grandson (not of the al-Husses)ebecame King of Jordan. This
family was known as the Hashemites. 82

The al-Husseini family in Jerusalem was representedy Haj Amin al-Husseini
who was appointed Grand Mufti by the British in 1921 when only twenty-one. Amin
al-Husseini was a Muslim extremist who violently oposed Zionism. Insisting on
Palestine becoming an Arab state, he used every lisénce to halt Jewish
immigration. On August 23, 1929, he inspired a masasre of Jews praying at the
Wailing Wall. Prior to that, "Haj Amin had institut ed a plan to restore the mosques
in order to reestablish the primacy of Islam over # of Palestine and to counter the
increasingly vocal religious claims of the Zionist$o a portion of Jerusalem.” 83

When World War Il erupted, Haj Amin was forced to flee, first to Iraq and
then to Germany where he was welcomed by Hitler antHlimmler. 84

These two families, the Hashemites and the al-Husses, came to represent the
moderate and extreme factions of Palestinian Arab®5 Their special bitterness
toward each other stemmed from Britain’s bestowal bkingdoms on the
Hashemites, which the al-Husseinis viewed as a seit to the enemy. For this Haj
Amin and his followers came to regard both the Jewand the Jordanian Hashemites
as bitter enemies. 86

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PLO

The Palestinian Liberation Organization was actual the brainchild of Gamal
Addel Nasser of Egypt. The PLO was first organizeth Cairo in 1964. Its founding
document is the Palestine National Covenant. Thiseglaration rejects the Balfour
Declaration of 1917, the UN Partition Agreement 01948, the Jews’ biblical claims
to the land, and it denies the right of the Jewisipeople to have a nation. The
Covenant has been revised several times over theays, but it still contains the



vehement anti-Jewish sentiments of the original dagnent. It insists that all the
territory of the nation of Israel properly belongsto the Palestinian Arabs, and only
those Jews living in Palestine prior to the "Zionisinvasion" can be regarded as
legitimate Palestinians and thus allowed to stay ithe land. 87

Nasser sought to promote an underground forum fortie Palestinian people.
This was first called the Palestine Liberation Army(later the PLO). Chosen as
leader was Ahmad Shugqairi, a puppet of Nasser, wheet up headquarters in Cairo.
The expressed purpose of this organization was tdl@w the Palestinian people, "to
play a role in the liberation of their country and their self-determination.” 88 The
Arab leaders who set it up, however, had other degs for the organization. They
intended to make it an instrument of guerrilla warfare against Israel under their
control. They had no intention of creating an indepndent Palestinian movement. 89

YASSER ARAFAT AND THE FATAH

Six years before Nasser created the PLO, Yasser Agd started his own group
in Syria to "liberate Palestine.” Then living in Kuwait, Arafat and a handful of
revolutionaries created a military organization. They called it the Palestinian
National Liberation Movement. In Arabic, the initials spelled out HATAF (Harekat
at-Tahrir al-Wataniyyeh al-Falastiniyyelh 90 They turned the letters around to spell
FATAH, which is a reverse acronym of the name of th movement in Arabic. The
word "Fatah" means "conquest by means ofihad [Islamic holy war]."

The major figures in FATAH were two young dyed-in-he-wool guerrilla
operators, Yasser Arafat and Abu Jihad. 91 Both wes from the militant Muslim
community of Gaza. Arafat was born in Cairo in 192%nd grew up in the Gaza strip
during the tumultuous Jewish-Arab conflicts of the1930s and 1940s. His full name
is Rahman Abdul Rauf Arafat al-Qudwa al-Husseini. He was later nicknamed as
"Yasser" by his guerrilla tutor after a great Arab hero. 92 Through his mother,
Arafat was related to Haj Amin, the Grand Mulfti of Jerusalem, and a proud
member of the al-Husseini family. That lineage suppsedly traced back to Husayn
ibn Ali, the son of Fatima, the daughter of Muhammal. 93

From his earliest years, Arafat was engrossed inderation tactics, devising
terrorist activities against the Israelis whom he aw as invaders. As he and his
cronies began the Fatah, they saw themselves as thheneration of revenge" —
seeking vengeance for the loss of Palestine. 94 gnally, FATAH opposed the
founding of the PLO. By 1969, FATAH had become th&argest guerrilla group
affiliated with the PLO. At that year's meeting ofthe PLO’s executive body, the
Palestinian National Council, Yasser Arafat won cormplete control of the PLO. 95



ARAFAT BECOMES THE LEADER OF THE PLO

The very establishment of the PLO by Nasser in 1964as intended to rebuff
Arafat and his FATAH. Incensed by Arafat’s deriding him in his paper, Our
Palestinge Nasser "ordered his intelligence service to see Arafat’s liquidation.” 96

Arafat became the leader of the PLO in 1969. Prioto 1968, Palestinians had
looked to the pan-Arab nations to liberate their land. In the wake of the 1967 war,
they gave up on the promises of the Arab League ardktermined that they would
have to go it alone if they were to "restore theitand." 97

When Arafat took over the PLO, the organization rewerted to cell groups
developed by its FATAH members in Syria. First, itwas basically a guerrilla
organization that worked underground apart from national armies or agencies. Its
single purpose was to evict the Israelis from thehd and set up an independent
Palestinian state, not one in tandem with Jordan oany other Arab state. Second, it
intended to achieve its goals by armed conflict, ugy infiltration and terror to drive
out the occupiers of the West Bank and Gaza Strif@8

THE PLO AND THE INTIFADA

In December 1987, Palestinian patience ran out arldng pent-up feelings were
suddenly unleashed with stones and homemade bom@#is uprising was known as
the Intifada. It quickly spread through the Gaza Strip and theWest Bank. The cities
of Nablus, Hebron, and Jerusalem in the West Banko®n became centers of
agitation. 99

Most irritating to the Palestinians was the Israelisettlement of Jewish
communities in the West Bank. This has received alost continuous coverage by the
press since 1977 when Begin began encouraging thegram. 100 Various reasons
were given for this colonization. Some Jews settlébere for religious reasons, such
as the hard-core Gush Emunists, searching for theibiblical heritage. Others simply
sought a place of residence from which to commute the big cities of Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem. 101

Through the intifada, the Palestinians have looked to the world mediat
dramatize their fight against Israel. 102 By beinguccessful at this, it has forced
Israel to rethink its policies regarding the settlenents in biblical Judea and Samaria
(West Bank). While the settlements are a securitgsue for Israel, world public
opinion is demanding a compromise on the issue amhcouraging Israel to trade
"land for peace." However, will trading land result in peace for Israel? It is highly
unlikely because "PLO" after all, means the "Liberation of Palestine," which is not
negotiable to the leaders of the movement. 103



THE PLO PHASED PLAN DESTRUCTION OF
ISRAEL

Following the 1967 war, two different schools of thught developed among the
Arabs concerning their dilemma of what to do with krael. With the increased
territory Israel gained as a result of the war, itwas believed impossible to defeat
Israel by conventional means.

The first school of thought held that since it wasio longer possible to defeat
Israel by conventional means, then there was no ciote but to make formal peace
with the Jewish nation. This view was held by Anwaadat of Egypt, who accepted
Menachem Begin’s invitation to help negotiate a se¢ment with Israel. The peace
treaty, called the Camp David Accords, was draftedh late 1978 and signed in early
1979.

The second school of thought held that since it wam® longer possible to defeat
Israel within her existing boundaries, then the cotse of action should be to first
reduce Israel to the pre-1967 borders and then dasly her. This view was officially
adopted by the PLO at their 1974 conference in Cadr. It was formalized in a
document known as the Phased Plan. Dr. Aaron Lernera Middle East analyst,
summarizes the goals of the PLO’s Phased Plan adlfovs:

"First, to establish a combatant national authority over every part of
Palestinian territory that is liberated (article 2); second, to use that territory to
continue the fight against Israel (article 4); findly, to start a pan-Arab war to
complete the liberation of all the Palestinian teritory (article 8)." 104 The PLO
phased plan destruction of Israel and articles 1-d4nd 8 are highlighted below.

THE PLO’S PHASED PLAN

Political Programme: Adopted at the 12th Session dhe Palestinian National
Council, Cairo, June 9, 1974. The text of the Phaddlan resolution:

The Palestinian National Council:

On the basis of the Palestinian National Charter ath the Political Programme
drawn up at the eleventh session, held from Januar§-12, 1973; and from its belief
that it is impossible for a permanent and just peag to be established in the area
unless our Palestinian people recover all their nainal rights and, first and
foremost, their rights to return and to self-determnation on the whole of the soil of
their homeland; and in the light of a study of thenew political circumstances that



have come into existence in the period between tl@®uncil’s last and present
sessions, resolves the following:

1. To reaffirm the Palestine Liberation Organizatian’s previous
attitude to Resolution 242, which obliterates the ational right of our
people and deals with the cause of our people ap@blem of
refugees. The Council therefore refuses to have atiyng to do with
this resolution at any level, Arab or international including the
Geneva Conference.

2. The Liberation Organization will employ all mears, and first and
foremost armed struggle, to liberate Palestinian teitory and to
establish the independent combatant national authdaty for the people
over every part of Palestinian territory that is liberated. This will
require further changes being effected in the balace of power in
favor of our people and their struggle.

3. Any step taken towards liberation is a step towals the realization
of the Liberation Organization’s strategy of estabishing the
democratic Palestinian State specified in the resations of previous
Palestinian National Councils.

4. Struggle along with the Jordanian national force to establish a
Jordanian-Palestinian national front whose aim willbe to set up in
Jordan a democratic national authority in close cotact with the
Palestinian entity that is established through thestruggle.

8. The Liberation Organization will strive to strengthen its solidarity
with the socialist countries, and with forces of beration and progress
throughout the world, with the aim of frustration all the schemes of
Zionism, reaction and imperialism.

The Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberatio©rganization will make
every effort to implement this programme, and shoud a situation arise affecting the
destiny and the future of the Palestinian peoplehe National Assembly will be
convened in extraordinary session.

THE OSLO ACCORDS AND
THE PHASED DESTRUCTION OF ISRAEL

The PLO has decided that it would be acceptable tget rid of Israel in stages
(by trading land for peace) if it couldn’t be doneall at once (by war). Arafat has
publicly told his followers, on numerous occasionghat the Declaration of Principles



signed with Israel in 1993 (Oslo 1) is actually a @t of the PLO’s Phased Plan. In
November 1994, in a speech marking the celebratiaf Palestine National Day,
Arafat said:

"What has been a dream has become a reality. In 187the PNC decided on
establishing a Palestinian Authority on the first pece of land from which the
enemy has withdrawn or that we have liberated."

Another clue that the PLO has not totally renouncedts idea of eliminating
Israel, but has merely postponed it, is the fact @t the official PLO letterhead still
has for its logo a map of the nation of Israel laded "Palestine.” Textbooks in
Egyptian and Jordanian schools, as well as thoseadsin Palestinian schools, do not
even show the nation of Israel on their maps. 105

Furthermore, Arafat has not eliminated terrorism in his government. Instead,
he has elevated it to official status. In May 199@\rafat set aside four cabinet seats
in the Palestinian Authority for representatives ofthe most active terrorist groups:
Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and two PLO rejectionist grops, the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), and the Democratid¢-ront for the Liberation of
Palestine (DFLP). The US law that provides financiaaid to the PA specifically says
that aid will be cut off if the PLO allows terrorists to be included in the governing
agencies. But to date, Congress has made no movedominate the annual one
hundred million in financial aid to the Palestinians.

The PLO has threatened that if Israel doesn’t exchage "land for peace" that
they will continue the struggle to liberate Palestie by any other means. Hamas and
Islamic Jihad are part of the "war by other means" by the PLO against Israel.
These two Islamic fundamentalist groups are fundedrained, and armed by Iran
and Syria. The Hezbollah, or Party of Allah, whichoperates against Israel primarily
out of Syrian-controlled southern Lebanon, is alsgponsored by Iran. These groups
are adamantly opposed to peace with Israel and, ifiact, they are fanatically
dedicated to waging continual "war by other meansagainst all non-Muslim
countries. 106

During his youth in Cairo, Arafat’'s family had close ties to a group called the
Muslim Brotherhood, an Islamic fundamentalist groupactive in Egypt and the
Middle East. As a teenager Arafat fought with the Muslim Brothers in Jerusalem in
1948 and, during his university days, he often wergn secret missions with the
Brothers when they were fighting the British at theSuez Canal. Many of the early
Fatah members were tied to the Muslim Brotherhoodwhich once tried to
assassinate Egyptian president Gamal Adbel Nassdi07

The Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) Charter, leased to the public in
1988, states that "Hamas is one of the links in théhain of Jihad in the
confrontation with the Zionist invasion. It links up with ... the Muslim Brotherhood
who fought the Holy War in 1936; it further relatesto another link of the



Palestinian Jihad and the efforts of the Muslim Brehers during the 1948 War, and
to the Jihad operations of the Muslim Brothers in B68 and thereafter ..." So the
current masters of terrorism affirm their historic link to the Muslim Brotherhood.
And it's a link that joins them directly to Yasser Arafat. 108

ISRAEL WANTS PEACE
WITH HER ARAB NEIGHBORS

Beginning in the late 1800s in Europe, political Zinism was birthed. With
political Zionism, the Jewish peoplghouse of Judahdreamed of living in the
ancient homeland of their forefathers Abraham(Avraham), Isaac(Yitzchak)and
Jacob(Ya'acov)where they would be free from anti-Semitism whildiving in
security and being at peace with her neighbors.

Theodor Herzl is the father of modern Zionism. He stablished the World
Zionist Organization in 1897 with the purpose of ésblishing a national homeland
for the Jewish peoplghouse of Judah)His dream was carried by Chaim Weizmann
who influenced the British to help establish a homand for the Jewish peoplghouse
of Judah) by signing the Balfour Declaration.

The Arabs responded to the Jewislkhouse of Judah)esire for a national
homeland with great protest. Because of British pdics to appease the Arabs, the
Jewish (house of Judah)Zionist dream was delayed until 1948. It was onlgchieved
because of world outrage to the horrors of the holmaust and the Jewish Resistance
Movement against the British. With political division, the United Nations approved
the partitioning of Palestine into a Jewish statean Arab state and Jerusalem being
an international city through UN Resolution 181 in1947.

The Arabs rejected this plan and went to war with grael in 1948 following the
passing of the UN partition plan. Israel defeatedhe Arabs and won her
independence. The Arabs went to war with Israel aga in 1956, 1967 and 1973 to
liberate the land of Palestine. However, Israel woall these wars and increased the
territory that she controlled and began to build sé&lements in these territories.

The Arab world and the PLO became infuriated with Israel for building
settlements in these newly conquered land areas. @$e settlements and Israel's
existence as a nation continued to be a thorny isswo Yasser Arafat and the PLO.
Because the PLO and the Arab world could not conqudsrael by war, they decided
to go forward with a phased plan destruction of Isael by trading "land for peace."

With the passing ofUN Resolution 242following the 1967 war and UN
Resolution 338 following the 1973 war, the princi@ of Israel trading "land for
peace"was established in the international world communy. BecauseJN



Resolutions 242and 338 could be used as a means to accomplish the phagdahn
destruction of Israel, it was acceptable to the PL@nd the Arab world. BecauseJN
Resolution 242and 338is a part of the plan to establish the credibilityof the UN as
an organization to promote World Government and thé'New World Order,"
trading "land for peace” is a high priority to the framers who want to estélish
World Government. Therefore, the goals to establishVorld Government and the
goal of the PLO to destroy Israel through its phasg plan are being united through
UN Resolutions 242and 338 Because of this, Israel is being pressured to e
"land for peace."

In the next chapter, we will learn that all of Israel’s peace agreements with her
Arab neighbors beginning with Egypt and the Camp Daid Accords in the late
1970s have been based up®N Resolutions 242and 338 Because the United States
has been actively involved in promoting Israel havig peace with her neighbors
based uponUN Resolutions 242and 338§ it is easy to discern that the United States
strongly advocates and promotes the idea of estasiiing World Government.

Because Israel desires so strongly to have peaceghaier Arab neighbors, she
has agreed to "peace" with her Arab neighbors basedpon UN Resolutions 242and
338 While Israel desires peace with her neighbors, bggreeing to trade"land for
peace,"she is rejecting the covenant that the G-d of Isel made with Abraham
(Avraham)when He promised Abraham(Avraham)and his descendents an eternal
Promised Land. This land would include the biblicalareas of Judea and Samaria
(West Bank).

By desiring to have World Government without the rdership of the G-d of
Israel, the nations of the world have rejected th&-d of Israel as King of the
Universe and have also rejected the covenant thate G-d of Israel made with
Abraham (Avraham) By rejecting the covenant that the G-d of Israemade with
Abraham (Avraham) the judgment of the G-d of Israel will fall uponlisrael and the
nations. Rather than having peacéshalom)with her Arab neighbors based upon
UN Resolutions 242and 338 the words of the prophet Jeremial(Yermiyahu)ring
loud and clear. In Jeremiah(Yermiyahu)6:14 it is written:

"They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of people slightly, saying
Peace, peace; when there is no pedte

In the Brit Hadashah(New Testament), in | Thessalonians 5:3 it is witién:
" For when they shall sayPeace and safet{security]; thensudden
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with IcHiChevlai

shel Mashiach/birthpangs of the Messiahdind they shall not escage

However, it is during Jacob’s trouble(Chevlai shel Mashiach)that the prophet
Jeremiah (Yermiyahu)declares that the two houses of Israel will be renited in the



land of Israel (Jeremiah [Yermiyahy 30:1-7) when they return to the mountains of
Israel (Judea and Samaria/West Bank) (EzekieMechezekéI37:15-22).

May the G-d of Israel pour out His Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodeshand bring
redemption, restoration, reconciliation and unity © both thehouse of Judah
(Judaism) and thehouse of Israel(Christianity) speedily in our days. Amen !!



