Esther: The Bride Makes Herself Ready

In the Book of Esther, we read of a fascinatingystbat took place many years ago, in a
time known as "the days of Ahasuerus." In our @méstudy, we will look at the King
Ahasuerus, the Queen Vashti, and Esther, as webtirag of the other prophetic people,
places, and events revealed in this true storis dur desire to learn, for our benefit,
what YHWH has hidden for us in this amazing account

Each and every person, place and event seen jpt@erportrays some important aspect
of our Heavenly Bridegroom, and His present-daylidgs, in the preparation of His
Bride! As we look at the various characters ingtay, let us try to answer the question,
"Who do these people speak of today?" and moreritaupidy, “"Which oneam 1?" In
Esther, some of the characters help the bridesant hinder. So where do each one of
us fit into the Esther scenario?

The King Ahasuerus

When we look at King Ahasuerus, we cannot helpdgee a fascinating picture emerge.
We first catch a glimpse of Ahasuerus in the opgwerses of Esther:

Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasugftiss is Ahasuerus which reignddom
India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and seweintwenty provincey (Esther 1:1)

Now, in scripture there is great significance ia theanings of names of people, places,
and things, as well as the numbers themselvesinBtance, the numbéive' in scripture
is representative of the indwelling presence of $slah-in-you" to provide Resurrection-
life, which is the Biblical description of how 'Gral operates, and so is the number that
speaks of the Bride; the numbevelve'is the scriptural portrait of YHWH’s government
or governmental perfection. The reader is encaddqg read any of several excellent
works on Biblical Mathematics or Keys to ScriptiNemerics.

Let us first notice in the opening verses sevdrasto the King's representative
identity. His name means, "l will be silent andbpb— a strange name for a King, but a
perfect picture of Yahushua in the days of Hislfles

We see also that the king's rule was from India (tlord isHo-Doo' meaning "the
Giving of Thanks") unto Ethiopia (the word'@ush'meaning "black"). So we see the
extent of his rule was from "those who give thahks the extent of "those who

are black." This description reminds us of theseatescribing another picture of the
Bride of the King, who is comely, or beautiful,\aas the Bride seen in Song of
Solomon:

| am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusaéenthe tents of Kedar, as the
curtains of Solomon. (Song of Solomon 1:5)

Looking further at the extent of his rule, we dea&t the rules 127 provinces. The number
‘'one hundredin scripture portrays the glory that is the resfithe Power and ability
given by Yahushua living within, or "Messiah-in-ybto accomplish a particular work,
which is the definition of 'Grace." The numbtirenty-severdepicts the entire realm of
the King. The number twenty-seven is also equintaie 3 x 9. The numbethree’

speaks of ResurrectioiNine' speaks of fruitfulness. So in summary we miglytteat

the number 127 speaks of the Entire realm of thmg Kivhose subjects yield to Messiah-
in-them to accomplish the Fruitfulness of ResuroecLife. These are the subjects of the
Kingdom — they are those that are yielding to tfeedf Messiah-in-them, and bring



glory to the King.

Next, we see in verse 2:

That in those days, when the king Ahasuerus s#t@throne of his kingdom, which was
in Shushan the palacéEsther 1:2)

Notice here that his throne was in Shushan theepaBhushan was evidently a place in
Persia, and is also spoken of in Nehemiah Chaptestk look at the meaning of the
word. The wordShushanmeans "lily." Yahushua has told His Disciples ¢orisider the
lilies" (Matt 6:28, Luke 12:27). There is theredagomething of great importance for the
Bride, hidden within the meaning of the lilies!

Where else do we find lilies? We find lily or liienentioned fifteen times in Scripture,
eight of them in Song of Solomon. The numffiéeen’'in Scripture speaks of "rest." In
the Song of Solomon, we see that the lilies portingyintimate, personal, relationship
between Messiah and His future Bride.

We see that lilies are part of the adornment ofntleen sea in the Tabernacle, as
described in 1 Kings 7:25-26 and 2 Chron 4:5. Téeeis for the priests to wash in, so the
sea speaks of the "Word" of YHWH. We may thus taahe the Lilies are prophetic of
the Word of YHWH. We see lilies also on the pillafghe Temple, as described in 1
Kings 7:19 and 22, which pillars we are if we owmme, we are told in Rev 3:12.

In Psalms 45, we see the main theme is the Bridhanwedding. We can likewise see
a sub-theme in this Psalm. In the title, we seghleme of "Shoshannim," or lilies. We
also see in the first few verses of this Psalmm@beith the last verse, a theme of words,
lips, and tongue, and the offering of praise. \Weraminded that the King (YHWH) is
enthroned on the praises of His people, as writtétsalms 22:3. The lilies may thus
represent words spoken by the King to His Brideyal as by the Bride to her King.

We might conclude that lilies speak of the wordsk&m from Yahushua, perhaps
whispered in a still, small voice, spoken to tharhef His Bride, who responds because
she is at rest in Him. Thus we might say thatkihg’s palace is ifshushanthe place of
lilies, the place of intimate fellowship, betweeahshua and His people, who are at rest
in Him.

Last of all we notice in Esther 1:3-5, "...in thérthyearof his reign...when these days
were expired..." (literally, in the fullness of day#)at the King made a feast to all those
present in the palace. We, too, can expect tadtifeast in the palace of the King, in
the fullness of time, to be held in the third yess likened to the 'third day' written in Hos
6:2:

After two dayswill he revive us: in the third day he will raige up and we shall live in
his sight. (Hosea 6:2)

Beloved, we are now at the close of the secondatayare poised at the entrance to the
third day of the reign of the King! For, Beloved,

...be not ignorant of this one thing, that one dayith YHWH as a thousand years, and
a thousand years as one day. (2 Peter 3:8)

Thus to this point, we see hidden in the caricatdit€ing Ahasuerus a beautiful picture
of Our King, and his life of ruling, reigning, afellowship with His people.



But why is this portrayal of King Ahasuerus a "head picture of our King? Why
doesn’t YHWH just make it very plain and evidemidaring everything out into the
open?

Beloved, we are told very clearly that YHWH is know different ones by different
names:

And | appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and watoh] as the "Mighty One-Most
Powerful,” but by my name YHWH was | not known @i (Exodus 6:3)

Beloved, our King delights in being hidden, so tbetain ones would delight in seeking
for Him, and searching Him out. After all, it is

"...the glory of Elohim to conceal a thing: but thenlour of kings is to search out a
matter." (Proverbs 25:2)

Beloved, we must seek for YHWH, and search Him that we might come to know
Him as our King, so that we might walk in obedietmélim. But it is only by the ability
of His Set-apart Spirit that we may search for Hamgl find Him. Thus we will next
search out the matter of who the "Seven Chambsetlaire.

The Seven Chamberlains

We will now turn our attention to the King’s Sev@hamberlains, to see whom they
might represent today. We might first notice tthat word'chamberlain'is mentioned
fifteen times in Scripture, with twelve of thesetlve Book of Esther. As we have
previously noted, the number fifteen in Scriptyseaks of rest, and twelve speaks of the
Government of YHWH. These are two important clumethemselves. But let us
continue.

We see in Esther 1:10 that on the seventh day, "envthe heart of the king was merry
with wine...." Dear reader, let us look closely hehe Scripture the word wine speaks
of the blessings of YHWH, of rejoicing, and gladsie$n Psalm 104:15, Zec 10:7, and
others, we see YHWH’s own definition of these woadsl their figurative meanings.
The word 'wine' speaks of gladness. So this sbwday was a day of 'gladness' for the
king, as well as for those in his household. Wag\the king glad?

Let us notice that it was on the seventh day,thahe king gave commandment to the
seven chamberlains that served in the present¢edding, to bring Vashti the queen
before the king." How beautiful a picture we haestrayed for us, that Yahushua is full
of gladness in anticipation of His bride, the qudssing brought into his presence!

The Called-Out Ones, the entire Body of Messiab,ldeen called by Yahushua to be His
bride, queen, to rule and reign with Him. In fagg are told many times in the New
Testament that we are to rule and reign with Méssidhe future, as indicated in Rev.
5:10, 11:15, and 20:4. Beloved, we are also tadave to rule and reign even now. We
can, while on earth today, rule in the heavenlyme¢hrough prayer, as we are now
seated in Him, and He is seated in the Heaverdgestated in Rom 5:21, 6:12, and Eph
1:20-23.

We, too, are now in the end of the second (millahnyiear, and preparing to enter the
third (millennial) year, of the reign of our King/Ve are also at the end of the sixth day,
the start of the seventh day, of YHWH. Notice tlh& on the seventh dakat the



command is given for the queen to be brought bafaréing. It will be likewise for us
also — the start of the seventh day — that the Miiliggive commandment to the queen, to
come before the King!

Beloved, our King also has Seven Chamberlainsépare us, and to bring us before the
King by the King’'s commandment. These seven Chalabe are known as the Seven
Spirits of YHWH:

And the spirit of YHWH shall rest upon him, the pdf wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledand of the fear of YHWH; (Isaiah
11:2)

These Seven Spirits of YHWH will prepare us andiggs, for our preparation to go
into the presence of the King. We will not show tretails here, btach of the names
given to the seven chamberlains is representativé one aspect of the character of

the Set-apart Spirit, in His dealings with the Bride of the King. Wdlwsee more of
these seven chamberlains of the King while lookinthe character of Esther. However,
before we continue, we must look at one last ingdrpoint.

In Esther 1:11-12 we see that the king’'s commandnves to the chamberlains, to bring
the queen before the king. But notice in verséhhl the queen refuseéd come at the
king’'s commandmenrty his chamberlains. Have we today, who ruleramgh with the
King, refused the King's Commandment? Beloved,ugalia will never leave us, or
forsake us. The onlthing that would ever allowur removal from His presence and
protection, is our own willful refusal of the Kingur disobedience to His commandment
given to us by the Set-apart Spirit.

We are exhorted to abide at rest in Him, under@bsernment, as the numbers fifteen
and twelve portray. We are able, however, to "geawr first love," if we choose, and in
such case we are commanded to repent, and doeops (first) works of obedience.
This is made abundantly clear in many Scripturerezfces, a few of which are Heb
12:25; Rev 2:4, and many, many others. Let us Keege things in mind as we look at
Vashti, the Queen.

Queen Vashti

We first notice Vashti the queen in Esther 1:9, iehee are told that she made a feast for
the women of the king’s royal house, the king’s¢ehold. Vashti, whose name means
beautiful, was very beautiful, and fair to look mpas stated in Esther 1:11. In Scripture,
the wordbeautifuldenotes 'holiness/set-apart." So we see thatQueshti portrays the
Company of YHWH’s Set-apart Ones. The name Vashtientioned ten times in
Scripture, all in the Book of Esther. We also nibt the word 'queen’ is mentioned 27
times in Esther, and eight times mentioned alorth thie name Vashti. Let us notice that
the number ten in Scripture speaks of the Law astifiony of YHWH. The number

'27' speaks of the Realm of the King, and 'eigigaks of the new creation, a new
beginning, and the new birth. We thus have out okee as to whom Vashti represents.
Queen Vashti is seen to picture YHWH’s Companyatfapart ones, the saints of
YHWH, those who have been born of YHWH, ordainetieéar the Law and Testimony
of YHWH, and to be under the Realm of the King'shatuity.

We can draw much meaning from her name. We canseathat Vashti is a portrayal, a
picture, of the great company of those that arkedaut of the world by Yahushua, as a
people unto Himself, to carry forth, to shine foHls testimony in the earth. This is the
company of those that have been born again, are leen given a new birth, and new



beginning. This great called-out company has aeniaicating that the beauty of
Yahushua is upon her. She is that part of thet @eagregation that are called, but as
we shall see, not necessarily chosen or faithful.

We see in Esther 1:12 that Queen Vashti refusedrtee at the king’'s Commandment by
his Chamberlains. We may see now the spirit otiee@, in contrast with the spirit of a
true Bride. The spirit of a queen seeks to gaiad@rantage through her association with
the Bridegroom, but to act independently of, antheuit total dependence on, her
Husband. The true Bride, however, will rule frorhutamble and submissive spirit, one of
total dependence.

What is the most prevalent spirit of independenday within the Body of Believers?
Notice the following passages:

Trust in YHWH with all thine heart; and lean notaoithine own understanding
(Proverbs 3:5)

And now they sin more and more, and have made thelten images of their silver, and
idols according to their own understandiaf of it the work of the craftsmen: they say of
them, Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calygé®sea 13:2)

Beloved, much of what we ourselves have understé&tripture today is merely some
man's "own understanding” — of some individualsome denomination — and passed
along to us. We must diligently seek the Trutihi& Scriptures for ourselves!

So, Vashti refused the King. Therefore the king wagry. How shall we respond, Dear
Friend, when our King gives commandment for usegikepared, to be brought before
Him?

See that ye refuse nbim that speaketh. For if they escaped not whasest him that
spake on earth, much more shall not we escape it awayfrom him that speaketh
from heaven: (Hebrews 12:25)

Beloved, let us look very carefully, and very prdyky, and learn from this most
important of characters in the story — that we miggon our guard against the things
that might result in our refusal of the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.

We will later look further into Queen Vashti's rehl. However, we shall now look at
the result of her refusal to the king. We sedefbllowing verses, a two-fold judgment
that is given by the king, against the queen:

...That Vashti come no more before King Ahasupamsl let the king give her royal
estate unto another that is better than sh&sther 1:19

And the king loved Esther above all the womand she obtained grace and favour in his
sight more than all the virgins; so that he setrhyal crown upon her head, and made
her queen instead of Vashti Esther 2:17

We must pause momentarily, to state that the repteat of Vashti the queen, by Esther,
another that is better than she, has been taught ttoough the ages as having a
"Replacement Theology" meaning, which is simplytaeoDoctrine of Men. It has been
taught that Esther, a figure or type of the 'Chutehs replaced 'Israel,’ who refused to
obey, then was divorced from her husband, YHWH hilieband and King of Israel.
Beloved, This traditional interpretation is noditwhat YHWH is speaking in the Book



of Esther! The prophetic meaning of Scriptureasseen in the fleshly attempts of Men
to fit Scripture to their own whimsical views! Tttsaditional viewpoint is filled with
Scriptural contradiction; we must let ALL of Scupé speak to our hearts!

As we get closer to the time of harvest, the ligitomes brighter. Truth shines brighter.
Traditional views begin to fade. A very vivid, asttiking picture is now coming into

view, one that has been deeply hidden within theystWe now can see Esther as being
the True and Beloved Bride, the one who is not ¢timyCalled of YHWH, but will be
Chosen, because she is Faithful. Esther will cepthe one that began, that started out as
a true Bride and Queen, but because of her refdishe King, she had become

estranged, owidowed from her Betrothed One. She had become the ptiogHarlot

Bride, as seen vividly in the Book of Revelation.

We will examine how Queen Vashti, although shetathwell, became rejected by the
King, and then widowed, finally ending up as theected Queen. But in order to look
further at Vashti, we must introduce the next cbena that of Haman.

Haman

One of the primary leaders within the king's houddhs Haman, first seen in Esther
3:1. The name in the Book of Esther is translatetHaman" 53 times, and is
mentioned in forty-five verses. The natHaman'means "magnificent.” The number
'fifty-three'in Scripture speaks of those who will enter inite €City of the King; the
numberforty-five,' which is 9 x 5, and speaks of YHWH'’s provision gmdservation of
His saints. We are told that Haman was the "sbilafnmedatha the Agagite. The
name'Hammedathameans "double," and is mentioned five tim@$e ternAgagite’
means "l will overtop' or increase to the point of spilling over, asdikewise
mentioned five timesWe recall that Agag was the king of Amalek, wias spared by
Saul, and whose name is mentioned eight tim&ripture.

We recall that the numb#ive' in Scripture speaks of the Bride in General, hut i
particular speaks of the operating of Giaceof YHWH in the life of the Believers; the
"double" use of the number "5" emphasizes the "fprephetic characteristic of '‘Grace.'
The number "eight" speaks of Born-Again Believarg] "9" speaks of fruit, and of
fruitfulness. We may conclude that the naht@man'speaks prophetically of those
today who are "recipients of the Grace of YHWH, Wlave received the provision and
preservation of YHWH, who are looking to 'entertmthe City of the King, and are
filled with the Spirit of YHWH to the point of ‘ovBfowing," and are 'doubly fruitful,’ just
as the name 'Ephraim' means. However, as thdl"liwthe definition of 'Agagite’
indicates, this speaks of a root of pride withihjat has not been judged, nor dealt with.
As we continue looking at Haman, let's remembat ittaman is significantly prophetic
of 'Grace.'

What had Haman done? In general, we see fromt8rzithat Haman, as a leader in the
king's household, had brought error and deceptitimthe king’s household by what he
said! We get a clue of what he was speaking aamchteg among those of the king’s
household, by the words he spoke to the king, seEsther 3:8. As we look further, we
can identify the very heart, the very root of theeand deception that was brought into
the king’s household:

And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, There is aitepeople scattered abroad and
dispersed among the people in all the provincekykingdom; and their laws are
diverse from all people; neither keep they the kitews therefore it is not for the king's
profit to suffer them. (Esther 3:8)




We see that the doctrinal error regarded the kibgiss. This is, in a figure, a charge
against the elect of the King of Kings, regarding Haws — His Marriage Covenant —
His Word. We are reminded of a strikingly simitdrarge against YHWH’s elect, against
Stephen, regarding YHWH’s Covenant. We read thepl&n had been disputing with
certain ones of the synagogue of the Libertined,@yrenians, and Alexandrians, and of
them of Cilicia and of Asia, when they were noteatd resist the wisdom and the spirit
by which he spoke:

Then they suborned men, which said, We have heardpeak blasphemous words
against Moses, and against Elohim. And they stim@the people, and the elders, and
the scribes, and came upon him, and caught himbengyht him to the council, And set
up false witnesses, which sajdrhis man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words
againstthis holy place, and the lawFor we have heard him say, that this Yahushua of
Nazareth shaltlestroy this place, and shall change the custdmshwMoses delivered

us

(Acts 6:11-14)

During the witness of Stephen, it was the falsa@gtes that told lies about the nature of
the New Covenant Believers, known in the early des/5The Way." The False
Witnessesaid that Stephen had spoken against "the Laweésd false witnesses also
said that Yahushua would "change the customs Mibslegered to Israel.” Beloved, that
is what the false witnesses daithis is what Haman in the story of Esther wagrsg
Haman was a false witnésklaman, who was a leader among the king's houdetwas
teaching error to the king’s household!

Beloved, thdalse Witnesses among the King’s household todaye teaching the same
false doctriness those false witnesses of Haman’s day, andeph8h’s day. The False
Witnesses of today are saying,

"There is no need to keep the King's Laws. Why, heard this Jesus of Nazareth say
(in the Bible) that he has changed, has done awathythe customs which Moses
delivered to us."

Yahushua did not change any customs of Moshe, iddde do away with the Law! He
has simply chosen a different set of tablets orclvko write the Law (‘"Torah’) — onto
the tablets of the heart of Man (Jer 31:31-33) vitry essence of the Renewed
Covenant!

Haman and the other leaders, as members of thésdiogsehold, brought into the
king’s household error and deception about twogsiregarding the King's Laws. We
will see that they brought false Testimony as t@wthe Word of the King really says
regarding thé.awsof the King; and they brought a correspondingstad’ teaching of
theGraceof the King. Let us look at this error, and takeaful note of how Vashti and
Esther each responded to the error.

We see that Vashti, because she was Queen, foeadyitto believe what she had been
taught, that as queen she was immune from hardsitigorrow. Let us notice what the
prophetic Harlot in Revelation says regarding heyd& position as Queen, her security
as Queen, and her escape from sorrow:

...for she saith in her heart, | sit as quesmmd am no widowand shall see no sorrow
(Rev 18:7)




Beloved, the above verse in Revelation 18:7 issoate isolated, unrelated verse
regarding a different matter. We see that QueeshW the personification of
Revelation 18:7, and is a strong warning to usybdzecause she had "said in her heart"
the three statements highlighted in the above passee know that these are the three
teachings that she received while in the king’ssetwld. These three teachings, or
doctrines, were the error that eventually led berdr final, horrible condition. The three
teachings Queen Vashti received, and by examplalseeamong the king's household
have received, are as follows:

"l sit a queen..." She was taught about her position as the Qukanhér position was
unconditional, regardless of her actions. Shendidderive her identity from being the
"wife of the king." She was taught that her actitiad no bearing on her position as
Queen, thus it was through a spirit of pride tlne said, "I sit...." The Queen

herself, and not the king, was the sole purposadratiator of her existence.

Likewise, she was taugh©hce a Queen, Always a Queeh It would have been to her
advantage to search diligently, and to look int kling's Laws for herself, to see

whether this "quote" was really there — or notle®iad not realized that perhaps she had
been lied to!

"...and am no widow..." She was taught that her eternal security as quwasn
unconditional, and that obedience to the "commamdsiie@f the king was not an issue,
or even important. She did not consider that sheldvever become divorced, or
widowed. She did not have the "Fear of the Kimgher, so she refused the King's
Commandment.

"...and shall see no sorrow..." She was taught that as part of the King’s houskltioe
Queen would escape hardship and sorrow. She batiegl herself, and lived
deliciously and luxuriously, and she took no thaufgh sorrow or mourning, which in
figure speak of the Great Tribulation. She waglathat those of the king’s household
would escape the Great Tribulation, but that tlev&would not escape.” We see that
Esther was taught the same error as all the Knmisehold, because we get a clue to
what Esther was thinking by looking at Mordecaésponse to Esther’s words:

Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Thinkwitbtthyself that thou shalt
escape in the king's house, more than all the Jé&asther 4:13)

Not only was Vashti taught error, but Esther wdd &bso — in type, in a figure — that
the Jews would have to go through that Great Taiiom, the Time of Jacob’s Trouble,
while the members of the King’s household sit iojy having been raptured away to
watch the horrifying event from a celestial graadst

Beloved, Haman, and by their complicity all thedegs of the King’s household, had
deceived Queen Vashti with many lies and deceiggyyndoctrinal errors, all of which
contributed to the one result. The result was Yeaahti was deceived, which caused her
to not truly "know" the King, thus causing her isabey the King’s Commandment!
This is for our admonition and learning today —vamom the ends of the ages have
arrived! We are told by the Prophet Jeremiah:

Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; throwdsgceit they refuse to know m&aith
YHWH. (Jeremiah 9:6)




Because Queen Vashti did not "know" the King, sklendt obey the King'’s
Commandment. Notice what John says about knowing/¥Hand how 'knowing'
Him is completely dependent upon obedience to im@andments:

And hereby we do know that we know him, if we kéépcommandments(1 John 2:3)

John says something very similar, about the coiorebetweeroving YHWH and
obedienceto His commandments:

For this is the lovef Elohim, that we keep his commandmeimisd his commandments
are not grievous. (1 John 5:3)

If we are taught error, we will be deceived. Decesults in our refusing to ‘obey’
YHWH, which in turn leads to our not 'knowing' YHWHhus it is through deceit we
canrefuseto know YHWH, according to Jeremiah. That is whg must love the truth,
and search it out. It is all a matter of eitheowimg YHWH, or_notknowing YHWH.
Queen Vashti was told error, and did not searchitmutruth for herself. The difference
between Vashti and Esther, is that Esther heededédai’s words to her, when
Mordecai corrected her. Vashti, on the other haiad,no heart to receive correction for
her error, neither was there found in her a hear¢pent.

Beloved, we in the King’'s household will not escémen the Great Tribulation, any
more than Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego esaapedhe furnace, or Daniel from
the lion’s den, or "any more than all the Jews.& st simply prepare for the event by
arming ourselves with the armor of light, the arrabirruth. We must remember what
YHWH says, speaking of those who do not have a fovdruth:

...Elohim shall send them strong delusion, that gteyuld believe a lie.
(2 Thessalonians 2:10-12)

But how can we guard ourselves from deception? Emmwe know which of the many
voices out there are truth? The many voices alins® be saying something different.
Well, the answer is to be seen next as we lookeatvise men of the King’s

household. YHWH has sent His prophets and wise tméelp us sort out man's error
from His Truth!

The Wise Men
Soon after Queen Vashti refused to obey the kiotice what the King does:
...Then_the king saitb the wise men, which knew the timegEsther 1:13a)

The wise men "knew the times." Who does this remisof? We recall that the Sons of
Issachar were:

...men that had understanding of the times, to kntwatvsrael ought to dahe heads of
them were two hundred; and all their brethren varaeir commandment. (1 Chronicles
12:32b)

Note in this verse that YHWH gives 'understandifithe times' to men for one specific
purpose — to know what Israel ought to do! YHWH ayw has a purpose in mind! But
would the 'rest of Israel' do what these few mearaferstanding told them? Yes they
would! Notice the end of the verse above: "...alitheethren were at their
commandment.” Notice that thayl had hearts willing to receive correction! This, my



friend, is the heart that is prepared for the Maste

So, what was it that made the wise men of the Kilgusehold to be 'wise,’ so that they
would know the times? Doesn't everyone know thesinby simply watching the News?

Let's notice in Esther 1:13 above, that "the Kiagl$s

The King 'said' to them; the King 'spoke’ to them.

That is what makes us wise today. If the King spaakus, and we hearken — that is, if
we listen and heed, and walk in obedience, andltht the King says — then we too

becoméwise." But notice, the king doesn’t speak to just anydreere is further
qualification. Notice carefully who it is that theéng speaks to:

...Then_the king said. for so was the king's manner toward all that kieswand
judgment (Esther 1:13b)

What was the king’s manner — his custom?
It was the King’s custom to speak to "All that kneaw and Judgment.”
To whom did the King speak?

The King spoke to all that (are knowing, perceivingderstanding, and knowing by
experience), Law and Judgment! This is a picturelud the King was speaking to in that
day, and is a prophetic picture of who the Kingpgaking to today!

Can each one of us say that we "know" — that weaddmo-er" of Law and
Judgment? Or, is this some strange terminologydbes not fit in with what we have
been taught?

Who among the King’'s household are you listenindear Reader? Are you hearing
Haman — or the King?

Have you been taught to "know," to be a do-er afiyland Judgment? Have you been a
"do-er" of YHWH’s Word, as James exhorts us in Jadi@5? Let us remember that the
King speaks to those that "know" Law and judgment.

YHWH sends His wise men and prophets to tell YHWpE®ple their sin — their
"Transgression of the Law' (1Jo 3:4), in order thay would repent, and obey, thus
being restored to fellowship with YHWH — restoredthe fellowship of 'knowing'
YHWH. Let’s now look at one example of the propketiork in action:

...Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubletta&d? And he answered, | have not
troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's houséhat ye have forsaken the
commandments of YHWH. (1 Kings 18:17-18)

We can see in Elijah’s reply one of the greatesirtyuishing characteristics of a true
wise man, or prophet of YHWH: He tells YHWH's pdepheir Sin, and he tells them
the solution! That is the prophet’s purpose —mhission! Yet he does not force them to
choose the correct solution, for that is up tothtbarers to do.

We may also see the mission of the prophet indhewing:



Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a tnpet, and shew my people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob their glsaiah 58:1)

In the following verse the prophet Micah tells wdhohis enablement, and his mission:

...But truly I am full of power by the spirit of YHWHand of judgment, and of might, to
declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Isigsin (Micah 3:8)

The prophet Micah was to declare to YHWH’s peohksrtsin — their "Transgression of
the Law," according to James 2:9 and 1 John 3athdv did the people recognize
Micah as a true prophet of YHWH? How is one tmggtze a true wise man or prophet
today? First, a true wise man or prophet is fiithe Spirit of YHWH, and he knows and
walks in, and is a "do-er of," Law and Judgmenticah walked in judgment of himself
— in obedience to the Scriptures, and in moralatisment, knowing what is set-apart
and what is profane, in the eyes of YHWH. Micahked in daily testing of himself -—
judging himself by acknowledging, confessing, repanof his sin, and being cleansed
from of all known sin, as we are all exhorted idahn 1:9. Micah also kept in mind at
all times the coming trials, testing, and resulegaration and pronouncing of sentence
by YHWH that will come at the Last Day, the DayJoidgment.

The two types of "judgment" spoken of here is raot pf our initial justification by the
blood of Yahushua, but is part of the process ahtsfication" or "setting apart” of the
soul. This is what Sha’'ukferred to when he said that we must "work outsalvation
with fear and trembling," and also when he toldai4ive diligence to make our calling
and election sure."

Meanwhile, back at the Palace, we see in Esthdr15] that Queen Vashti's judgment
was to be "according to the Law of the Kingdom."e, Wbo, will be judged by the "Law
of the Kingdom." It behooves us to judge ourselvesv), that we be not judged (then),
at the final day of reckoning. Thus we would ddiwefind out for ourselves,

exactly what applies to us, and what does not.willéake note of these as we look
further.

Precious Saints of YHWH, the evil and unstable srtiet are on our doorstep are going
to require us to walk in wisdom and judgment owsg| or else require us to draw the
"water" of Truths of Salvation from those who de veells of water. In fact, walking in
the Fear of YHWH, and in wisdom, judgment, andbedience to YHWH's
commandments — in effect, allowing "Messiah in wslive fully -— will be our only

hope of glory, and of being among the overcomarg)e evil day, as we see in the
following verses:

Whoso keepeth the commandmshall feel no evil thing: and_a wise man's heart
discerneth both time and judgment Ecclesiastes 8:5

...wisdom and knowledgshall be the stability of thy timgand strength of salvation: the
fear of YHWH is his treasure Isaiah 33:6

Here is the patience of the saints: here are tmykieep the commandments of Elohim,
and the faith of Yahushua Rev 14:12

Dear Reader, we too will feel no evil thing in ¢l day, and we will overcome, as we
make the fear of YHWH our treasure, and keep thei@Gandments of YHWH, and
("even") the Faith of Yahushua.



For our warning and admonition, we must now turnaitention to the nature of the false
teaching and deception brought into the househfalldeoKing.

The Error of Haman — a Closer Look

Beloved, there are today false witnesses who hiaap mto the King’'s household, and
have told the Queen herself, and the ones thatedkesbe a part of that Bride Company,
that not only is there an "escape from the Gre#ulation,” but that "Yahushua came to
do away with the Law of YHWH!"

These false witnesses, as those in the Book of, Aatge spoken lies to all of us who are
part of the New Covenant. These false witnessesi¢hat, having come out of the
Bondage of Egypt by the blood of the Lamb, haviagrbjustified in the precious Blood
of Yahushua, we need not obey YHWH’s commandmenhkey are saying what Dathan
and Abiram said in the wilderness. They are spepkihat Korah spoke in the
wilderness. And the result was that Israel faitetenter in!" This example is discussed
in more detail inThe Way of Salvation: According to the Scriptyretere we look at
some of the New Testament examples, given to asnamning to ALL of us who have
come out by the precious Blood of Yahushua, and atbo desire to "enter in" to the
Promised Land!

The False Witnesses have "wrested," or twistedp@neerted the apostle Sha'ul’'s words,
and are now saying, "We are not under Law, but u@dace" — which (they claim)
"means we no longer have to obey YHWH’s Commands)é&tatutes, and Judgments;
Jesus obeyed, so we don't have to." These False$§es are saying, "Isn’t it wonderful
— YHWH no longer sees our Sin — He sees the Bldodatushua.” Precious Saints,
let us be more noblas the Berean®f Acts 17:11, and search the scriptures, tofsee i
what our leaders and teachers are saying is traek at what YHWH says, regarding
the wicked that commit sin, but claim that "YHWHedm't see” our sin:

...Yet they say, Yah shall not seeeither shall the Elohim of Jacob regard it.
Understand, ye brutish among the people: and yis,fatnen will ye be wise? He that
planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that fotimedye, shall he not see..Blessed is
the man whom thou chastenest, O Yah, and teacimesiut of thy law..

(Psalms 94:7-12)

We are told, however, in Heb 10:17 that YHWH witit memember our sins and

iniquities any more (that is, after we have cordds®r acknowledged our sins, as 1 John
1:9 tells us). We cannot now speak in much ddtail we may summarize what we saw
in The New Covenant: According to the Scriptuasgollows:

Once a person is justified by Grace, not by his awrks, but by the Blood of Yahushua,
he is "set free" from the Old Covenant, as weklags Laws, and curses, sins, and guilt
associated with the laws -— in exactly the same agg wife is set free from the Law of
the Husband, when the husband dies. After thedndsties, the woman no longer has
anyobligationto live under the Marriage Covenant of the man Wwad died. She is no
longer under the headship, or government of thab&md. She is now "free" to choose,
to marry another Husband! This is a New Testarfigate, or picture, of the Old
Testament, and how, because we have "died" wittsidleswe are no longer under the
requirement®f the Old Covenant. We are now "free to cho@silew Master.

The old husband has died, and the woman is nowtdreboose. This is a very important
concept, seen in Romans 6:14. Because we havéidibtessiah), we are no longer
under the "jurisdiction,” the requirement or goiltBreaking the Law, and therefore we



are no longer under the "dominion"” of sin. We maw "choose" to sin, or not sin.

The purpose of all of the apostle Sha'ul’s statetisiga to appeal to us not to "sin," not to
"Transgress the Law," even though we have beerfresst from the Law! (see Rom 6:2;
6:15).

Instead, Sha’'uéppeals to us, that we should "yield" ourselves HWH, and

"choose" to obey Him from a New motive: that of EbvSha’ul's reasoning is, that since
you are no longer under the Law, sin no longerdmasinion over you, since you are no
longer under the "dominion” of sin’s strength (tteav). Therefore, you are now "free to
choose" whom you will serve! You are no longer¢ed” to serve Sin (Transgression of
the Law)!

You have in effect been set free from an "exterhall, written on tables of stone. Now,
if you choosdo follow Yahushua under the "New" Covenant, yegih to allow the Set-
apart Spirit to write His "internal” Law on yourdm, the fleshly tables of the heatrt.
There are numerous Scripture references to shewtibt a few of these are:

This is the covenant that | will make with themeafthose days, saith YHWH, | will put
my laws into their hearts, and in their minds wilNrite them (Heb 10:16)

For | delight in_the Torah of Elohimfter the inward man(Romans 7:22)

...not without Torah toward Elohim, but under ToadiMessiah. (1 Corinthians 9:21b)

Beloved, for the leaders to say that "we are ndeutaw" is to speak deception. At no
time is any New Covenant Believer to be under 'la@’. To be under no law is to be in
iniquity, in "Lawlessness." In fact, Sha'tdlls us who is not under the Law, not subject
to the Law:

...the_carnal minds enmity against Elohim: for it is not subjectiih@ Torah of Elohim
neither indeed can be. (Romans 8:7)

According to the Apostle Sha'ul, only the "carnahdl is notsubject to the Law of
YHWH. Let us remember, that even our Justificatigrthe Blood of Yahushua was
according to the Law. Notice the following verse:

...almost all things are by the law purged with blpad_without shedding of blood is no
remission (Hebrews 9:22)

As babes in Messiah we are under the "tutor” okttternal law, until over the course of
time, the Set-apart Spirit writes His Law on oualtte. At all times, however, we have
the Blood of Yahushua to cleanse us, when we cemfessins. It is not until we begin
to "know" YHWH, however, that He reveals himselinew ways to the Believers, and
calls that one unto greater obedience, and togreatfection.

Beloved, we start out spiritually as children, gmdw to be young men; but we become
"Fathers" when we have known Yahushua, and seenstala, and walked with
Yahushua, from "The Beginning," that is, from the@oR of Genesiq1 John 2:13, 14).
When we see who YHWH really is, when we know Higri¢a(Psalms 91:14), we know
that our "New Testament" Yahushua has more tharCememandment. But for us, the
Commandments are no longer external, on table®oés- they are internal, on tables of
the heart.



Let’s look at what YHWH tells us further about Hismmandments. It is the
Commandments written on the heart, and obeyedwaliced in, that shows YHWH, and
also shows ourselves, when we truly Love Him, ahdmwe Love the brethren:

For this is the love of Elohipthat we keep his commandments: and his commarndmen
are not grievous. (1 John 5:3)

And hereby we do know that we know hiihwe keep his commandments. (1 John 2:3)

He that saith, | know hitrand keepeth not his commandments, is a liarflaatiuth is
not in him. (1 John 2:4)

And he that keepeth his commandments dwellethrm Bnd he in him (1 John 3:24)

By this we know that we love the children of Elohiwhen we love Elohim, and keep his
commandments. (1 John 5:2)

If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in nag;leven as | have kept my Father's
commandments, and abide in his love. (John 15:10)

He that saith he abideth in hiought himself also so to walk, even as he walked
(1 John 2:6)

How did Yahushua walk? How did Yahushua abiddheRather's love? By keeping the
Father's commandments!

The enemy of the Brethren desires that weatidle in the Father’s love. But we are told
in Rom 8:35-39 that nothing shall be able to sepasa from the love of YHWH, which

is in Messiah Yahushua our Master. So, how caansget us to a place that we are not
abiding in the Father’s love? He can do this itha prevent us from keeping the
Father's commandmentas stated in John 15:10! (Please notice the WiSroh John
15:10.) Therefore satan must somehow convinceahs that they are "exempt" from
keeping, from obeying, the Father's Commandments.

Disobedience to the Father's commandments resuftasciviousness." Notice the
warning Jude gives:

For there are certain men crept in unawands were before of old ordained to this
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace ofdahim into lasciviousnesand
denying the only Master YHWH, and our Master YalusMessiah. (Jude 1:4)

Beloved, we are told by Jude that those that hesfat in unawares have brought their
deception wrapped in a certain kind of teaching €efain kind of "Grace" teaching.
Let us pause here, to state that everytimnge life of the Believers is onlyy the Grace
given to us by YHWH. For itis:

...by grace are ye savélarough faith; and that not of yourselves: ithie gift of Elohim:
Not of works lest any man should boast. (Eph 2:8-9)

Dear Reader, it is when some of the Truth, but dialy of that truth is presented, that it
becomes an imbalance, and becomes "error." Heigmbalanced, or "false" Grace
teaching that is so subtle, because there is &"Teuace teaching — one of the greatest
foundational truths of those who have been callgby Yahushua. We must all be as
the Bereans, who were more noble, for when theydh®ha'ulteaching, they:



...searched the scriptures daily, whether thosg#hivere so. (Acts 17:11b)

The "Error of Haman " was the false teaching of ‘Grace’. It considtthe "True"
teaching of scripture, along with a number of "Ealsword definitions, and "False"
explanations of the application of ‘Grace’, turnithg entire "True" teaching into a
"Falsehood.” Indeed, from the examples seen tnysve can conclude that the
prophetic picture of Haman is one of a "Leaderthia King's household, and is likewise
seen, from the meaning of the names and numberacher of "Grace." From the
message he taught to the King's household, fadg¢ensents against the "Laws of the
King," we see conclusively that Haman is prophetithe multitudes of Pastors,
teachers, prophets, and leaders in the Body of isle$sday, who teach against the Laws
of the King, and who bring further separation betw®ashti and Esther, to their
respective destinations.

Thefalse ‘grace’teachings have very grave, serious consequendbs lives of
Believers today, as we have seen in the examplasiiti. The end result of the
recipients of false grace teaching is that thepaotd'’know" YHWH, and as a result they
do not obey His Commandments.

In the final day, Yahushua will speak a very frig/iing word that will be heard by many,
heard by those that had been taught the False Gracleing, for they had been led to
believe, by their leaders, that they "know" Him:

And then will | profess unto them, | never knew ydapart from me, ye that work
iniquity. (Matthew 7:23)

Notice that those that were refused entry do notkHim, but are engaged in

"iniquity." The word foriniquity is the Greek wordnomia,Strongs numbers <458> and
<459>, whose meaning is "Lawlessness," or "with@w" and is the New Testament
definition of Sin (1 John 3:4). Disobedience toWH's Law is the cause of not
knowing YHWH!

It is also evident from the book of Revelation ttred true Bride Company, those who
Overcome, are those who obey Him, because theyw'kriam. They are the ones that
gain the right to eat of the Tree of Life, and gdue right to enter into the City of
YHWH. Notice the following:

Here is the patience of the saints: here are thaykeep the commandments of Elohim
and_the faith of Yahushua(Revelation 14:12)

Blessed are they that do his commandments, thaintlag have right to the tree of life,
and_may enter in through the gates into the citfRevelation 22:14)

Dear reader, Vashti has now been ruling and reggasnQueen, along with the King, for
2,000 years. Vashti has likewise been under thehtag of Haman, and has allowed
Haman's teaching to infect herself, and all ofKkireg's household. Vashti will soon be
judged, as the Queen, as the Harlot Bride.

There is one True Bride Company, one that willaeplVashti, the Beautiful One. She is
Esther, and she is at this moment undergoing legrgpation to go into the presence of
the King. Let us now turn our attention to Esthersee who she is, so that we might
learn, and prepare ourselves to come before oug.Kin



Esther Is Hadassah

We first see Esther mentioned by her Hebrew n&ladassah,and then by her Persian
name of Esther.

As the naméHadassahis mentioned only one time in all of scripture, ngve our first
clue as to whom she represents. We are told dBtite,

My dove, my undefiled is but one (Song of Solomon 6:9)
We are told also in Esther 2:7 that Hadassah hitldemdather nor mother, reminding us
of Melchizedek, who is a figure of our King. Weealso reminded of our Masters

admonition to us, as part of our preparation:

Hearken, O daughteand consider, and incline thine ear; forget &soe own people,
and thy father's house Psalms 45:10

We see then, that Esther was fully prepared inrdgard — she had died to all her earthly
ties, not only familial, but as to her own ambisamd plans that her parents might have
had for her. We are told also, in Esther 2:7 dhet is fair and beautiful, both terms being
used throughout Song of Solomon to describe aspétte Bride of the King.

Now the Name Esther (meaning "Star") is mentioretirhes in the Book of Esther, and
is mentioned in 45 verses. The number 45 in sa@pspeaks of preservation by YHWH
of His saints; and the number 55 speaks of twaaS'swo walking together by the 'Grace'
given to her from Messiah living within her, as stlewed "Messiah-in-you" to walk in
obedience. The number "5" is thus the numberdpeaks of the Bride. The word "Star"
reminds us of what YHWH says in Daniel:

And they that be wise shall shine as the brightoédise firmament; and they that turn
many to righteousness as the starsever and ever. (Daniel 12:3)

So we may conclude that Esther had the charadtsrigta "star” — that she was wise,
and that she turned many to righteousness. Tloeteof the character traits that the
Overcomers will have during their 1260-day minisioring the Great Tribulation, which
is fast approaching. They will be wise, and wilit many to righteousness.

Now the nameHadassahmeans "myrtle” tree, and is mentioned only onc&dnpture

as the feminine gender. However, the word for tlayin the masculine gender is
mentioned six times, with the feminine completimgl anaking the seventh usage. As the
number7' speaks of "perfection” or "completion,” we se¢hiis that the Bride
"completes” the HusbandAs we look at the word myrtle, we catch furthengdse of

the Bride, and her character traits, as one widlisprepared.

Another fascinating picture of myrtle in Scriptuseseen in the fact that it is listed in both
Nehemiah and Isaiah as the 'third’ in a list agreSince the number 'three' speaks of
resurrection, we understand these passages arkcsigh and we thus associate myrtle
trees with "resurrection.n other scripture verses, we see that the branohegyrtle

trees are among the branches used to construSutti@h, the booths used in celebrating
the Feast of Succoth, or Tabernacles, one of tlee timain feasts of YHWH. This usage
speaks to us as the "tabernacling” of our Yahusiuang us, and of the presence of the
Father with the Son. So we see that this was anathit of Esther — she had the
presence of Yahushua "tabernacled” within her.



Likewise, in Zechariah, we see a highly-significardphetic event: the angel of YHWH
is seen standing among the "myrtle trees," anceistioned three times (in Zec
1:8,10,11). Zechariah is the 38th book of the &ibThirty-eight is equivalent to 19 x 2.
The number 'nineteen’ in scripture speaks of fanhl9 x 2 speaks of "two walking
together by faith." In Zechariah, for each mentwdmyrtle trees, we see YHWH
walking among them! We see also reference tonkeiene, in the reference of the
horses that are present in these verses. Furtherthe Strong’s number for the name
'Hadassahis number <01919>, that is, the one thousand himdred and nineteenth
word in the Hebrew dictionary. In observing thiswber, we see that by the power and
sovereignty of YHWH, He put just enough words ia Bible to have it work out thus.
The numbet1919'again speaks of two walking together by Faith!

Next we see that Esther was brought uiége,also known aslegai, keeper of the
women. We will not go into much detail here, butgdi represents the work of the Set-
apart Spirit through the various ministries of Baedievers, given by YHWH to prepare
the Bride. We see in Esther 2:13 thatlad things that were needed for her purification
were given to her, to prepare her to go into tlesg@nce of the King.

Esther Begins Her Preparation

Next, let's notice the preparation that Esther undast:

Now when every maid's turn was come to go in t@ hasuerus, after that she had
been twelve months, according to the manner oibraen, (for so were the days of their

purifications accomplished, to wit, six months wihof myrrh, and_six months with
sweet odoursand with_other things for the purifying of themvery) Esther 2:12

We could spend hours discussing this verse, bliowiy look at several items.
Throughout scripture, we see that oil of myrrh \ga®n to Yahushua on three occasions
in His life on earth -— At His birth, at His death the cross, and at His burial. Myrrh
was used to embalm a body after death. Myrrh speaids of "death to self." So we see
that Esther was prepared by "death of self" — steedied to her own self-life, and her
own self-effort, and her own ambitions, and her amderstanding, and all that she once
held dear in this life on earth. As a result ofigg up "all she had," she also would be
among those that would overcome:

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, lapthe word of their testimony;
and_they loved not their lives unto the deatfiRevelation 12:11)

Next we see that she was prepared with sweet odMlesare told elsewhere in scripture
what the sweet odours portray:

...an_odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifaxeptable, wellpleasing to Elohim.
(Philippians 4:18)

...golden vials full of odours, which are the prayefsaints. (Revelation 5:8)

So we see that Esther underwent preparation tblaidied sacrifice to self, as well as a
vital prayer life, one of fellowship and sharinglié, or 'koinonia." Then we see one last
item that speaks to us of the days we are in. [d$tatem included in her preparation
was:

...and with other things for the purifying of the wem.. (Esther 2:12)




Beloved, we are told regarding the things thatcaraing on the earth to try the sons of
men, in the Day of YHWH:

Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye magdseunted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to stand béfier&on of man. (Luke 21:36)

And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words @osed up and sealed till the time of
the end._Many shall be purifiednd made white, and tried; but the wicked shall d
wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understdand the wise shall understand.
(Daniel 12:9-10)

Beloved, there is much more that could be said tlBsther. As we have looked at the
various personalities within Esther, we might agkselves, "Which one am 1?" Perhaps
it is time to seek YHWH, and return to Him, anduretto the "first works" of the "early
Called-Out Ones."

We trust that the little we have shown gives thelex adequate warning of the two
possible outcomes of the Body of those that haea balled — the wide road, with
many thereon, going the way of Vashti unto rejetctibe narrow road, with few thereon
— only a remnant — going the way of Esther, inte tiitimate presence of the King.



