The Book of Revelation: A Prophetic Overview

In all of Scripture, the Book of Revelation is arfehe most important, but maybe the
least understood by the multitudes of YHWH's peoflge Title in both Greek and
English means "the Unveiling" or "the Revealing'vge get the idea from the title that
something "hidden" will be "revealed" in the text.

The first three verses of the opening chapteutelivhat the "'message” of Revelation is:
It is the message YHWH gave to Yahushua Messiabrdar that Yahushua might show
to His Servants those things which will shortly @ta pass.

The Two-part M essage of Revelation

The entire message of Revelation can be seervas-patrt message. The first part
consists of detailed warnings given to the Belisyaherein Yahushua reveals various
major shortcomings in the doctrines and practidéekedNew Testament Believers, along
with the remedies.

These shortcomings are not minor in nature, buteasan see by the language used,
these are serious issues, and appear to haveletensaquences. The warnings
addressed to thealled-outpeople in the 7 cities in Revelation, appear @i the
warnings given in the Parable of the Ten VirginetiBsets of warnings deal with issues
of deciding who will be among the Bride, and whdl wot; and both address what one's
inheritancewill consist of.

These warnings are given in a prophetic perspeciive they apply to the last days of
preparation of the Bride, immediately prior to gnggments. Thus the warnings serve as
an aid to preparation for the Bride, and can sasva "checklist” for the Bride's
assessment of her "readiness."

The second part of the message can be seen aghepecgpanorama of "things to come,”
seen as one great panorama of future events, aitbus time periods depicted as
separate scenes within the panorama.

Many today are in disagreement as to whether teats\seen in Revelation are to be
taken "literally,” or taken spiritually or "metapteally.” This disagreement and time
wasting over this issue is not necessary. In tbpartime, Yahushua will reveal which

of those things are to be taken literally, and Whooes are to be taken spiritually or
symbolically. Our primary task today is to prepatgselves, and to pay close attention to
the warnings given.

The Prophetic Purpose of Revelation

Notice in the opening passages the following verse:

Blessed is ... he that readeth ... they that heand keep those things which are written
therein  (Revelation 1:3a)

Here we see that some are singled out by sayingatee"Blessed” — language used by
Yahushua to speak of those closest to His hedrésd are the ones to whom the message
is addressed, that it might become "profitablethi&m.

Thus the messages to the 7 churches are to beitakéiprophetic” way — applying the
"now" meaning to each and every message, regardfiegsich of the seven "churches" it



appears to be addressed to.

It likewise in the opening passages of Reveldtian we see part of the prophetic
purpose of the Book of Revelation. In the versevabwe see "they that hear" are
Blessed. In many other passages in Revelationyeveoll that the Bride is to develop
"ears to hear." We also see above that the Bsitie prepare herself by "keeping those
things that are written" in the messages.

We conclude that the warnings in Revelation afeetdieard very carefully, and obeyed
or carried out to the last detail.

Now let's notice one other passage:

"...If therefore thou shalt not watchwill come on thee as a thief, and thou shatt no
know what hour | will come upon thee." (Revelat&i3b)

In this passage, we see one other part of the ptimpburpose of the messages — that of
encouraging the Bride to "watch" for the Bridegrotmmeturn.

The entire Book of Revelation is presented as phgtic picture of future events,
presented in a panoramic view spanning some timedgeThis panoramic view is given
specifically for the Bride, so that she might ursdend, and be about the business of
watching at the proper time, so as to help heetaware of the timing of the
Bridegroom's appearing.

Revelation is further intended to be a part ofiseon the Bridegroom is giving to the
Bride, with the intent of drawing her ever closand for the purpose of giving her hope
in the midst of great despair that will occur jpsgbr to the time of the King's bringing in
of the Kingdom.

Thus we see that the Book of Revelation is to beved in a prophetic way, whereby
everything written in all the messages is for &lY6lWH's people, regardless of
location, or in which century they lived.

We have mentioned the purpose of the Book of RéwelaNow let's confirm the
intended recipient of these messages.

Who IsRevedation Written To?
What Men Say

Many Bible Teachers today have created variousvigiwho the message of Revelation
is addressed to, and various "camps" have sprurgaynd these views. Some say the
Book of Revelation was written to 7 churches iredgyraphical locations. The plain
context agrees with this idea, but we must nottlonrselves because of geography.
Scripture contains within itself many levels offiilinent.

Others have said these 7 churches represent 7nctepochs™ or ages within the last
2,000 years. Consequently these teachers focuslgnhe last message to the seven
churches, while ignoring the previous six messalgethis view, each era was to be
"represented” by one of the messages, with thet st the testimony from the other six
messages was ignored, or considered irrelevaahyagiven time. Now let us see what
the Book of Revelation says.



What Scripture Says

The clear and easy-to-understand language of 8ceipain be seen in the verses of
Revelation, revealing exactly who the Book of Ratieh is written to. Let's begin by
noticing that in each of the messages to the selerches, there is an identical pair of
statements, repeated for each message. Noticpatnief statements in the message to
Ephesus:

"Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write (Revelation 2:1a)

"He that hath an ealet him hear what the Spirit saith unto the ches:." (Revelation
2:7a)

Here we see in the first statement the writingddrassed to the "angel" or "messenger"
of the Ephesus church in Rev 2:1a.

Near the end of the message, in the second statenweeare told that this same message
to Ephesus is the "Spirit saying unto the churcheslural! Thus we see the Spirit's
"saying" is not limited to those of Ephesus, bubis"the churches,” aall of those that
arecalled-outpeople (all the 'Born-Again’' Believers)eneryplace and for all time.

Next, note the message is specifically directédhtey that hear and keep" those things
which are written therein. This phrase is the egjeint of the Hebrew woré&hema’

or hearkenwhich means to "hear and obey. The phrase "edrsdr" is a prophetic
hallmark of the Bride, used throughout Scriptung,inplies not all will have ears to
'hear' with obedience.

This same pair of statements is repeated, in ida@rfashion, for the following six
churches:

Smyrna - (Revelation 2:8a & 2:11a)

Pergamos - (Revelation 2:12a & 2:17a)

Thyatira - (Revelation 2:18a) & 2:29a

Sardis - (Revelation 3:1a & 3:6a)

Philadelphia - (Revelation 3:7a & 3:13a)

L aodiceans - (Revelation 3:14a & 3:22a)

Every one of these messages to the seven chugchasdted to "He that hath an ear,” so
that these all become part of the Bride's preparathecklist. Now let us note a few
more passages that detail the intended recipiéntese messages.

The Revelation of Yahushua Messiah , which Elohawegunto him, to shew unto his
servantghings which must shortly come to pass; and hea®a signified it by his angel

unto his servant John: (Revelation 1:1)

Here we see the "Revelation" (hidden things revhalee to be shown "unto His
Servants," further identifying the Bride. Now s$etiotice another:

| Jesus have sent mine angel to testify untotii@se things in the churchésam the root
and the offspring of David, and the bright and niogrstar. (Revelation 22:16)




Here, we see "these things" are to be testifietib'yau in the churches.” Thus we
conclude that all of YHWH's Word is for "all" of BliPeople. The idea that ALL of
Scripture is for ALL of Yah's people is seen thrbogt Scripture. Note a few of these
passages:

Thy testimonies have | taken as an heritage for. éoethey are the rejoicing of my
heart. (Psalms 119:111)

All scriptureis given by inspiration of Elohim, and is profitalfor doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousnes$at the man of Elohim may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works. (2 TimmpB:16-17)

For as much as ye are manifestly declared to begistie of Messiaministered by us,
written not with ink, but with the Spirit of theving Elohim not in tables of stone, but in
fleshy tables of the heart(2 Corinthians 3:3)

Notice this last passage reveals the New CovermramiBe: YHWH promised to write
the Torah (Law) on the heart of His people, by$p&it He would give them as part of
this promise:

31 Behold, the days come, saith YHWH, that | wilke a new covenant with the house
of Israel, and with the house of Jud8R& Not according to the covenant that | made with
their fathers in the day that | took them by thad#o bring them out of the land of
Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although | aasiusband unto them, saith
YHWH: 33 But_this shall be the covendhat | will make with the house of Israel;

After those days, saith YHWH, | will put my law fheir inward parts, and write it in

their heartsand will be their Elohim, and they shall be mpplke. (Jeremiah 31:31-33)

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be bamizsy one of you in the name of
Yahushua Messiah for the remission of sarsd ye shall receive the qift of the Set-apart
For the promise is unto you, and to your childearg to all that are afar off, even as
many as YHWH our Elohim shall call (Acts 2:38-39)

So the promise of "all Scripture" is ours for aitagye, and this Scripture is to be written
on our heart that we would have the desire to \wabtbedience to what is written on our
heart.

Who was Revelation written to? It was written lctlze Believing ones, and specifically
to "they that hear ... and keep those things warehwritten therein."

Conclusion

The Book of Revelation is a collection of messagjesg detailed warnings of how the
Bride is develop ears to hear, and how she isépge herself by keeping those things
written in the messages.

Revelation is likewise a prophetic picture of f@g@vents, presented in a panoramic view
spanning some time period, written for the Bridiat tshe might be about the business of
"watching" at the proper time, so as to know theetiof the Bridegroom's appearing.

Lastly, the Book of Revelation is part of the visithhe Bridegroom is giving to the Bride,
with the intent of drawing her closer, and of giyiner hope in the midst of great despair
that will occur just prior to the time of the Kisdgdringing in of the Kingdom.



