CHAPTER 2

An Overview of the Festivals

UNDERSTANDING THE FEASTS

As stated in Chapter 1, the festivals are blueptimough which G-d revealed His
overall plan of redemption for both man and thehetnllowing the fall of man in the
Garden of EdenGan Edei as well as the role that the Messialeghuawould play in
that redemption. The festivals are divided into twajor portions, depending upon
whether they occur in the spring or the fall. Thargy festivals teach about the first
coming of the MessialfeshugJesus) and the fall festivals teach about therskc
coming of the Messialfeshualn Hosealloshea 6:3 it is written, "...His going forth is
prepared as the morning; and He shall come ungs tise rain, as the latter and former
rain unto the earth.” The "latter and former ramthis passage is commonly interpreted
and understood to be the coming of the Holy SfiRitach HaKodeghThis is indeed a
valid interpretation and application; however, themer and latter rain also refers to the
first and second coming of the Messiateghua

G-d set up the festivals in an agricultural cont&«d gave the natural for us to
understand the spiritual Corinthians 15:46-4) During the course of the year, the rains
come in Israel at two primary times--the spring #émalfall. If we cross-reference Hosea
(Hoshea 6:3 with Joel Yoe) 2:23, we see that the former rain is the Hebr@sdwnoreh
which means "teacher,” and the wondderatelyin Joel 2:23, is the Hebrew word
tzedakahwhich means "righteousness.” The teacher ofemigness was a term for the
Messiah.YeshugJesus) was the teacher of righteousness sentdgsszan be seen in
John Yochanah 3:2.Yeshuavas sent by G-d to the earth to faithfully teash u
righteousness, just as G-d faithfully sends ugaire(lsaiah Yeshayahp55:10-11). The
harvest (believers in the Messiah) is the prochet the rain (the Messiah) produces.

In Leviticus23:2 it is written, "......the feasts of the Lowehich ye shall proclaim to
be holy convocations...." The Hebrew term translat® convocation in Leviticus
(Vayikra) 23:2,4 ismigra, which means "a rehearsal." From this we canls#eG-d gave
the festivals to be yearly "rehearsals" of thefaitevents in the redemption. Because G-d
gave the "rehearsals" to teach us about the magmte in the redemption, if we want to
understand the major events in the redemption, Weeneed to understand what G-d was
teaching us by these rehearsals. The purposesdbdiok is to show how the "rehearsals”
teach us about the real events in the redemptidritenrole of the MessialY éshuain
these events.



In Deuteronomyevarim 16:16, G-d instructed the people to come to ddeus
(Yerushalayimthree times a year to observe the feasts. Asdame, they observed
ceremonies given by G-d that were performed in tlithtemple Beit HaMikdash and
the home. These ceremonies were twofold in nalurey looked forward and they
looked backward. Many of these ceremonies andgeific instructions concerning
what was done during these feasts and how they dere can be found in the Mishnah,
the oral teaching of Judaism, in the section cddleted The Mishnah is divided into six
orders. Each order is divided into tractates, tieddnt sections of each order. The order
calledMo'edspeaks of the festivaldo'ed which we saw earlier means "an appointed
time," has two meanings. First, in Deuteronomg\arinm) 16:16, the Jewish people have
an appointment to be at a specific place (Jerugaem specific time (the time of the
three major pilgrimage festivals). Secondly, G-d ha appointment to perform certain
events in the redemption at this time. There ane f@mportant aspects to remember when
dealing with each of the seven great festival$efli-rd:

All of the festivals are, at the same time, bostdrical and prophetic.

All of the festivals teach about the Messiateghug or Jesus.

All of the festivals are agricultural in context.

All of the festivals teach about your personaltielzship with G-d and how you
are to walk kalachg with Him as you grow in the knowledge of Him, indoeing
a baby believer to a mature believer.
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It is important to remember that as an entire uhé,festivals teach and reveal the
complete plan of G-d; however, each festival canter a particular theme in the plan of
G-d.

OVERVIEW OF THE SPRING FESTIVALS

The four spring festivals are Passoueegach, Unleavened BreadHag
HaMatzah), First Fruits Bikkurim), and the Feast of WeekShavuo}, or Pentecost.

1. PassoverResach occurs in the first month of the religious calan@@viv, also
called Nisan), on the fourteenth day, Leviticuayikra) 23:5.

2. Unleavened BreadHag HaMatzah immediately follows the first day of Passover
(Pesach. It is observed in the first month (Aviv/Nisampi the fifteenth day to
the twenty-first day (LeviticusMayikrg 23:6-8).

3. The Feast of First Fruits of the barley harv&skKurim) is observed during the
week of Unleavened Breatl§gg HaMatzal Anciently, on this day, sheaves of
barley were waved before the L-rd in a prescribm@mony. Today, this festival
is not observed in traditional Judaism.

4. The Feast of WeekShavuoy is also known as Pentecost. Beginning on thetFeas
of First Fruits Bikkurim), we begin to count 50 days. This is called thentimg
of the omer. On the fiftieth day following the Fea&First Fruits Bikkurim) is



the Feast of WeeksShavuoy or Pentecost (Leviticud/pyikrg 23:15-21). (Note:
Pentecost is a Greek word that literally meansiétif.")

These four spring festivals are joined togetharasiterrelated unit. The Feast of
Weeks Shavuoris considered the conclusion or atzeret to Pa&ssdWhe season of
PassoverResach is not considered totally over until Shavueeftecostis completed.

The Exodus Story: From Pesach to Shavuot

Pesach(Passover) begins in Egyplli¢zrayim) (a type of the world), where the
children of Israel had become slaves. When thelail of Israel cried out to G-d to
remember the promises He made to Abrah&wnghan), Isaac Yitzchal, and Jacob
(Ya'akoy, G-d called forth a deliverer named Mosk®w$hg. G-d told MosesNloshg
that He was going to bring the children of Isra&l of Egypt Mitzrayim) to the Promised
Land (Exodus$hemdt3:8). When G-d sent Mosebl¢shg to Pharaoh, G-d did not tell
Moses Mosh@ to ask Pharaoh to allow the children of Isradetove Egypt and go to the
Promised Land. Instead, G-d only instructed Mo®&sshe to ask Pharaoh to allow the
children of Israel to take a three-day journey i@ wilderness to make a sacrifice to G-
d (Exodus $hemdt3:18). MosesNloshe)obeyed G-d's instructions exactly as can be
seen in ExodusShemat5:1-3. Pharaoh's first deviance of the Almightye®f Israel
was his refusal to allow the people of G-d to obsex feast and to sacrifice to Him!

After a remarkable series of plagues inflicted gy (Mitzrayim) because of
Pharaoh's continued stubbornness, the childresraéllwere finally released to leave
Egypt laden with the spoils of the Egyptians. Thigdren of Israel came to the banks of
the Red Sea on the seventeenth day of Aviv/Nisaithws three days after the day of
Passover in the first month of the religious calendhe Passover Lamb was slain on the
fourteenth of Nisan and the people left Egyitzrayim) before midnight in the evening
of the fifteenth after the death angel struck th&tlforn of Egypt Mitzrayim). When
Pharaoh saw that the children of Israel were trd@@ainst the sea, he foolishly decided
to pusue them with his army (Exod@&hemdt14:1-9). The children of Israel became
afraid, but MosesMoshg rose up and said, as it is written, "...Fear @& stand still, and
see the salvatior¥shooalin Hebrew], of the Lord..." (ExoduShemdt14:13). Jesus
(Yeshuain Hebrew means salvation or Savior (Matthéaftityahd 1:21).

At this point, the sea divided and the childrensoel crossed the floor of the Red
Sea on dry ground while the Egyptian army, alonidp\Wharaoh, pursued the Hebrews
into the Red Sea and were drowned (Exo@leendt14:26-28; 15:4,19). The Bible says
that the L-rd's right hand destroyed the Egypt{@&@sdus Fhemdt15:6,12). The right
hand is a term for the MessiateshugPsalms Tehillim] 44:3; 48:10; 63:8; 74:10-11;
89:13; 98:1; 110:1; 118:16; 138:7; Isaiddeghayahp41:10; 53:1-5; 62:8; Acts 2:32-36;
5:31-32; Hebrews 1:3).



It is important to note that Pharaoh, along with d&rimy, drowned in the sea. In the
days of Josephv(oseYf, there was a famine in Israel and the childrelsiael went down
to Egypt Mitzrayim) and gave themselves to rulership under Pharaaetauie of this,
Pharaoh had legal ownership over the people. Mrecship could be broken only by
the death of Pharaoh, thus freeing the childresrakl to go to the Promised Land.
Because of this fact, G-d did not violate His wavdPharaoh through Mosedgl¢she
when he asked Pharaoh to let the people go oree-ttay journey into the wilderness,
but later continued to go to the Promised Land. MPRaraoh died, his rulership over the
children of Israel was legally broken and the peapére free to go to the Promised
Land. For this reason, the season of Pass®e=achis called "The Feast of Our
Freedom".

Spiritually speaking, Pharaoh is a type of satéa gatar). Until you accept the
Messiah Yeshuainto your life, SatanHa satar) has legal ownership over you. By the
death ofYeshugJesus), the legal ownership that satda atar) has over our lives is
broken and we are free to enter into the spirjwamised land of G-d and receive all the
promises that He has promised us.

Fifty Days From the Red Sea: Shavuot (Pentecost)

From the crossing of the Red Sea (Nisan 17) tal#yeMosesNloshg met G-d on
Mount Sinai were 47 days. For 47 days the childrelsrael traveled through the
wildemess before they came to Mount Sinai on tivd thay of the third month (Sivan)
(Exodus Bhemdt19:1). G-d instructed the people through Modédeghg to sanctify
themselves before He visited them three days tatévlount Sinai, which would be the
sixth day of the third month of Sivan (Exod@&hpmdt19:10-11). This day would be the
fiftieth day following the crossing of the Red S&azame to be known as the revelation
of G-d at Mount Sinai. This day being the fiftietay from the crossing of the Red Sea
on Nisan 17 would be the Feast of Weekisgvuoy, or Pentecost.

Therefore, from the Exodus story, we can see betamb was slain on the
fourteenth of Nisan, the day of Passowegach. On the fifteenth of Nisan, the day of
Unleavened BreadHag HaMatzaly, the people left Egypt; on the seventeenth oaNis
the children of Israel crossed the Red Sea; anthy® later on the Feast of Weeks
(Shavuoy, or Pentecost, G-d gave the Torah (instructionMount Sinai. In the
following chapters, we will see hoeshugJesus) died on PassovBegach (Nisan
14), was in the sepulcher on the day of Unleavéredd Hag HaMatzal (Nisan 15),
and was resurrected on the day of First Fridtkkurim) (Nisan 17), and the Holy Spirit
empowered the believers 50 days followWegshua'fJesus) resurrection on the day of
Pentecost§havuot We will also discover what these feasts meahedndividual
believer and how they relate to our personal m@tstip with G-d.



FALL FESTIVAL OVERVIEW

The fall festival season begins with a 40-day pkdalled, in HebrewJeshuvah
which means "to repent or return.” This 40-day@ébegins in the sixth month of the
religious calendar, the month of Elul, and conckide the tenth day of the seventh
month, which isYyom Kippur the day of Atonement. Each morning in the synagog
following the morning prayers, a shofar is blowrggpt on sabbaths and the day
precedingRosh HaShanghhe Feast of Trumpets). Psaliebillim) 27 is read every day.
Rosh HaShanais the thirtieth day into this 40-day periodT@shuvalor repentance.
The biblical name foRosh HaShanats Yom Teruahwhich means "the day of the
awakening blast." Non-Jews call this the Feastrahpets. It is observed on the seventh
month (Tishrei) and the first day of the month (itieus [Vayikrg 23:23-24). G-d gave
us this day to teach us about the resurrectioheotiead, the coronation of the Messiah,
the wedding of the Messiah, and much more. Thisislagth the Jewish New Year and
the beginning of a period of soul-searching knowthe High Holy Days, culminating
onYom Kippur Therefore, the last 10 days of the 40-day pesiofieshuvah, beginning
on Elul 1, is also called the High Holy Days.

The first and second days of the 10 High Holy D@yshrei 1-10) are collectively
known as one dayNehemiah 7:73; 8:1-2,)3The seven-day period from Tishrei 3
through Tishrei 9 is called the Days of Awe or Aweesome DaysYamim Nora'im G-d
gave these special days on His calendar to teaabaug the future tribulation period on
earth Chevlai shel MashiaghThese seven days will correspond to the sevarsye
the tribulation known in Hebrew as the "birthpaofshe Messiah"Chevlai shel
Mashiach.

Yom Kippur(the Day of Atonement) is observed on the tenthafdhe seventh
month (Leviticus Yayikra) 23:26-32). Sinc&Rosh Hashanateaches us about the
resurrection of the dead, the coronation of thediédsand the wedding of the Messiah,
and the Days of Awe teach us about the tribulafi@mevlai shel MashiaghYom Kippur
teaches us about the literal second coming of teesMhY eshuavhen He will set His
foot down on the Mount of OliveZéchariah 14:3.

The Feast of TabernacleSukko} is observed the fifteenth day of the seventh imont
of Tishrei to the twenty-first day. This festivakiches us the joy of the Messianic
Kingdom, known in Hebrew as ti#¢hid Lavoor to non-Jews as the Millennium. This
can be found in Leviticus/ayikra) 23:33-44. The day following the twenty-first dafy
Tishrei, the last day dukkot is a special day calléshemini Atzeretlt is known as the
eighth day (Leviticus\ayikrg 23:36) and is the twenty-second day of Tishrei.

Another festival calle&imchat Torahs observed in conjunction witBhemini
Atzeret Simchatmeans "rejoicing" in Hebrew, Simchat Toralmeans "rejoicing in the
Torah." In ancient times, this festival was obsdroa the twenty-second of Tishrei, the
same day aShemini AtzerefToday it is celebrated on the twenty-third ofire. The
celebration oShemini AtzeredndSimchat Toralspans a 48-hour period, but it is
referred to as "one long day." It is only one obtimstances in the biblical year when



there is a 48-hour period known as one long dag.dther iSRosh HaShanagtwhich
spans the first and second days of Tistf8aemini AtzereandSimchat Toralwere given
by G-d to teach us how things will be following thiessianic age or the Millennium
when the world will enter into eternity.

FEASTSOF THE L-RD

Biblical/Hebrew Name English Name Time of Observance

1. Pesach Passover Nisan/Aviv 14

2. Hag HaMatzah  Feast of Unleavened Bread Nisan/Aviv 15-21

3. Bikkurim First Fruits of Barley Harvest The morrow after the
sabbath during Hag

HaMatzah

4. Shavuot Feast of Weeks/Pentecost Fifty days from the

Feast of First

Fruits

5. Yom Teruah Feast of Trumpets Tishrei 1

(Rosh HaShanah)

6. Yom Kippur Day of Atonement Tishrei 10
7. Sukkot Feast of Tabernacles/Booths Tishrei 15-21
a. Shemini Atzeret The eighth assembly/conclusion Tishrei 22
b. Simchat Torah  Rejoicing in the Torah Tishrei 23

HISTORICAL APPLICATION OF THE FEASTS

FEAST HISTORICAL ASPECT
1. Passover Israel's deliverance out of E gyptian bondage
(Pesach)

2. Unleavened Bread The going out of Egypt
(Hag HaMatzah)



3. First Fruits Crossing the Red Sea
(Bikkurim)

4. Pentecost Giving the Torah at Mount Sin
(Shavuot)

5. Rosh HaShanah  Blowing the Shofar/Jewish New
(Yom Teruah)

6. Day of Atonement Priest entered the Holy of Ho
(Yom Kippur) Cleansing of the people's sin

7. Tabernacles Entering the Promised Land/Gr
(Sukkot)

MESSIANIC APPLICATION OF THE FEASTS

FEAST MESSIANIC FULFILLMENT
1. Passover Death of Yeshua on the tree
(Pesach)
2. Unleavened Bread The Burial of Yeshua

(Hag HaMatzah)

3. First Fruits Resurrection of Yeshua
(Bikkurim)

4. Pentecost Pouring out of the Holy Spiri
(Shavuot) on Shavuot (Acts 2)

5. Rosh HaShanah  The Resurrection of the Dead
(Yom Teruah) Rapture ( Nat zal ) of believers

6. Day of Atonement The Day of Messiah's Second C
(Yom Kippur)

7. Tabernacles The Messianic Era/Millennium
(Sukkot) ( At hid Lavo)

SPIRITUAL APPLICATION OF THE FEASTS
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FEAST SPIRITUAL APPLICATION (Halacha)

1. Passover Repent ( Teshuvah) and trust by faith ( Ermunah)
(Pesach) in the shed blood of Yeshua
2. Unleavened Bread Sanctification and separation from evil
represented
(Hag HaMatzah) by water immersion ( M kvah)
3. First Fruits Walking ( Hal acha) in newness of life
(Bikkurim)
4. Pentecost Immersion in the Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodesh)
(Shavuot) and growing in faith ( Enmunah) in G-d (making
spiritual aliyah)
5. Rosh HaShanah  Hear ( Shema) the calling ( Shof ar) of
(Yom Teruah) for our lives
6. Day of Atonement Yielding ourselves to G-d so we may live (face to
face)
(Yom Kippur) in His Presence
7. Tabernacles A daily rest ( shabbat ) in the Messiah and
(Sukkot) having the rest ( nmenuchah) of His Kingdom in

our hearts



