CHAPTER 6

The Festival of Pentecost
(Shavuot)

And you shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks, thétésfirst fruits of the wheat
harvest..(Exodus Shemdt34:22 NAS).

You shall count seven weeks for yourself; you slegin to count seven weeks from
the time you begin to put the sickle to the stagdirain. Then you shall celebrate the
Feast of Weeks to the Lord your God with a tritmfta freewill offering of your hand,
which you shall give just as the Lord your God séssyoyDeuteronomyDevarim
16:9-10 NAS).

The Omer: Countdown to Sinai

The period called "themef' begins the day following the sabbath during Passo
(Pesach and continues untBhavuotfPentecost). The Torah commanded that seven
weeks be counted from the time of the offeringha&fdmer, as it says:

You shall also count for yourselves from the dagrdhe sabbath, from the day
when you brought in the sheaf of the wave offettingre shall be seven complete
[temimot] sabbaths. You shall count fifty dayshe tlay after the seventh sabbath; then
you shall present a new grain offering to the Lofdu shall bring in from your dwelling
places two loaves of bread for a wave offerin@n.this same day you shall make a
proclamation as well; you are to have a holy coratmmn. You shall do no laborious
work. It is to be a perpetual statute in all yowvalling places throughout your
generationgLeviticus Vayikrg 23:15-17,21 NAS).

Because of this ritual of counting, the period w PassovePgsach and
Pentecost§havuot came to be known as tbhener. In fact,Shavuodoes not have a fixed
calendar date in the Bible, but rather falls ondhg after the completion of the omer
count -- that is, the fiftieth day after tbeneroffering is brought.

The Ceremony of Counting theOmer



A sharp controversy existed between the rabbissaratiety of Jewish sects over the
interpretation of the words "the day after the sdbbin the verse commanding the
counting of theomer. According to the rabbis, the sabbath refers mdihé¢ weekly
sabbath, but rather to the first festival day & BassovelResach. [This is Nisan 15, the
first day of Unleavened Bread, which (G-d desigdatebe a high sabbatbhabbatoin
Because of this, the counting of thimertraditionally begins from Nisan 15.] Various
groups, beginning with the first-century Sadducaas continuing with the Karaites of
the early Middle Ages, interpreted the weabbathto mean the weekly sabbath during
the PassovePesach season. The implication of this interpretatiothigt Shavuot
(Pentecost), which falls on the day after dimeercount of 49 days, would always occur
on a Sunday. Before the counting of treer, this blessing is recited: "Praised are You,
L-rd our G-d, Ruler of the Universe who has saredius with His commandments,
commanding us to count tleener” This is followed by the count for the day: "Tgda
the first day of th@mer" Weeks are counted as well. For example: "Todakie
seventeenth day of tleemer, which equals two weeks and three days obther" This
counting is done at night, as the new day begissiadown, (6:00 p.m.). Some people
recite PsalmTehillim) 67 after the counting, since it consists of sexenses and a total
of 49 words in Hebrew.

The Historical Understanding of Pentecos{Shavuot)

In the third month after the Jews left Egyptitzrayim), they arrived in the Sinai
desert and camped opposite Mount Sinai. MoskEss(§ was then told by G-d to gather
the Israelites together to receive the Torah (Ezd8bhemdt19:1-8 NAS). The Israelites
answered, All that the Lord has spoken we will!ién Hebrew, it isNa‘aseh V'Nishmah
which means, "We agree to do even before we hatenkd."

Moses Moshg then gave the Jews two days to cleanse themsebhash their
clothes, and prepare to receive the Torah on i dlay. At the same time, Moses
(Moshg told them not to come too near Mount Sinai. Femarly morning, dense clouds
covered the peak of the mountain. Thunder andrigbtwere frequently seen and heard.
The sound of thehofar(ram's horn) came very strong, and the top ofbentain was
enveloped in fire and smoke. The Israelites atabeof Mount Sinai stood in great awe
(Exodus Bhemdt19:9-19). MosesNloshg then went up alone on the mountain, and as
he neared the top, a mighty voice announced theCbenmandments (ExoduSkemadt
19:20-25; 20:1-21).

Later Development of the Holiday

Pentecost§havuor traditionally has been seen in different wayse @nto see it as
the concluding piece of the Passoweegach season. The other is to see it as an
independent festival. Because PentecBbayuox celebrates the revelation of G-d at



Mount Sinai, PentecosShavout would seem to be of a clearly independent nattire,
after all, counted as one of the three pilgrimazgtivals (Deuteronomyblevarim

16:16). Yet, beginning with the Targum (the Aramaanslation of the Scriptures from
the second century of the Christian Era or Comm@n(€.E.), known more commonly
as A.D.), PentecosBhavualis referred to in the rabbinic tradition Atzeret The word
atzeretin Hebrew means "conclusion.” The waieretis used in the Bible with the
festival Shemini AtzergfNumbers Bamidbaj 29:35) and seems to mean "remain with
Me [G-d] another day." There is a sense, theretbagatzeretis the final part or
completion of a festival. Therefor8havuoiPentecost) is seen as the conclusion to the
PassoverResach season. One strong connection between Pasdeesach and
ShavuofPentecost) is the counting of thmerserving as a chain that links the two
festivals.

Spiritual Application (Halacha). Because ShavudPéntecogtculminates with the
counting of theomerfor 50 daysShavuo{Pentecost) is called tiigzeretor conclusion
to PassoverResach. Spiritually speakinghalachg, the believers in the Messideshua
are on a journey out of Egypt (a type of the warki/stem and its evil ways) in the
wilderness (of life), awaiting our time to meet Gade to face on Mount Sinai (Exodus
[Shemdt3:12). There at Mount Sinai (spiritually), G-dlMforever reveal Himself to us
in a new and greater way. For all believers inNtessiahY eshuathe Torah that was
given at Mount Sinai represents the Word of G-d,ahtire Bible. The believer ifieshua
spiritually experienceShavuotPentecost) when the Holy Spirit of GHuach
HaKodesh reveals the Word of G-d to him in a deeper andenpowerful way, and his
understanding and desire for the Bible increasesrdmgly.

Themes ofShavuot (Pentecost)

New Revelation

One theme ofhavuotiPentecost) is a new revelation of G-d's will (itieus
[Vayikrg) 23:15-16,21). Two notable historical events haygaeon this day.

1. The giving of the Ten Commandments or the Torah.

It should be noted here that the Hebrew wbodah, commonly translated as
"law" in English, does not mean "law," but "insttioa or teaching"” in the

Hebrew language. By understanding the meaningeoH&brew word orah, we
can see that thBorahwasnever intended, nor should it ever be understood by
non-Jewish people, to mean a code of do's andsd&@ther, it should be seen as
G-d's instruction and teaching to us so we can nstaled Him better.

Israel came to Mount Sinai on the third day ofttied month (Exodus§hemdt
19:1). The L-rd visited the people three days l@wodus 5hemdt19:10-17).



Therefore, th@orahwas given by G-d in the third month of the biblisaligious
calendar, which is the month of Sivan, on the sddlp of this month. This day is
exactly 50 days from the crossing of the Red Sea.

ShavuofPentecost) is called the season of the givingefTorah Z'man Matan
Toraseiny in Hebrew because this is the literal day that &@vealed Himself to
the people of Israel as they stood at the baseainISinai.

2. The giving of the Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodesh) by Gd.

Yeshuawas resurrected on the Feast of First Fridtkkurim), as was seen in the
previous chapter. Fifty days after the resurrectibieshuathe Holy Spirit
(Ruach HaKodeghcame to dwell in the hearts and lives of allble&evers in
YeshugActs 1:8; 2:1-18; Luke 24:49; Joel 2:28-29; Exefithemdt19:16;
Isaiah [Yeshayahp44:3; Deuteronomylpevarini 16:5-6,16; 2 Kings 21:4).

At this point, let's make a comparison

Shavuot in the Tanach (Ex 19) Shavuot in the Brit Hadashah (Jer 31:31-
33)

- The fiftieth day - The fiftieth day

- Comuandnents of Gd witten - Commandrents of Gd witten

on tablets of stone (Exodus 24:12) on our hearts (Jer 31:33;
Psal m 40: 8; 37:31; Is 51:7,
Ezekiel 11:19-20; 36:22-27,

2 Cor 3:3; Hebrews 8:10)

- Witten by the finger of Gd - Witten by the Spirit of



(Exodus 31:18) Gd (2 Corinthians 3:3;

Hebrews 8:10)

- 3,000 slain (Exodus 32:1-8,26-28) - 3,000 live (Acts 2:3841)

- The letter of the Torah - The Spirit of the Torah
(Romans 2:29; 7:6;

2 Cor 3:6)

- Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:11) - Mount Zion (Ronmans 11: 26;

Hebrews 12:22; 1 Peter 2:6)

Shavuot as a Marriage: A Betrothal Contract

One of the most beautiful imagesStiavuotiPentecost) is that of the marriage
between G-d (the groom) and Israel (the bride).

In the biblical wedding service that G-d gave (Ram&:4; Hebrews 9:1; 1
Chronicles 28:11-12), marriage consisted of twgetaThe first stage is betrothal, called
erusinin Hebrew. You enter this first stage of marriagesoon as a betrothal contract (
shitre erusin is made between the two parties. The writtenremtis called &etubah
During betrothal, you are legally married, but da physically dwell with your mate.
Betrothal is so legally binding that you cannot get of it without a divorce, calledget
in Hebrew.

In fact, by understanding the Hebrew language, arvesee how betrothal is legally
binding. To G-d, Hebrew is the pure languagephaniah3:9), and Hebrew will allow us
to understand deeper spiritual truths in the Bibét would be more difficult to
understand otherwise. The word for betrothal inrddebherusin comes from the Hebrew
verbaras Arasis related to the Hebrew woagar, which means "to bind." By this, we
can see that the Hebrew language communicatesth@aubetrothal is legally binding.



Messianic Fulfillment. In the New TestamenB(it Hadashal), we can see that
JosephYosef was betrothed to Maryiryam) when the angel Gabriel announced to
Mary (Miryam) that she would have a son nam@shugJesus), by the Holy Spirit
(Ruach HaKodeglof G-d, who would be the Messiah (Luke 1:26-3%hen Joseph
(Yose¥ discovered that his betrothed (espoused) wifeyNidiryam) was pregnant, he
decided to get a divorcgéd until the angel of the L-rd changed his mind ppearing
to him in a dream (Matthewfattityahy 1:18-20).

Betrothal is mentioned in the Torah in Exod88émot21:8; Leviticus Yayikra) 19:20;
DeuteronomyDevarim) 20:7; 22:23. The second stage of marriage i$ulheess or
consummation of the marriage. This stage of magriagallechesu'in

The Bible tells us in Jeremiakérmiyah)i 2:2 that at Mount Sinai, G-d betrothed
Himself to Israel, as it is written:

Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thith she Lord; | remember thee, the
kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousdien thou wentest after Me in the
wilderness, in a land that was not sown. Israel Walness unto the Lord, and the
firstfruits of His increase. (JeremiahYermiyahii2:2-3)

In Exodus 19, when G-d by the leading of Mo$deghe brought the children of
Israel to Mount Sinai, G-d betrothed Himself taakr On Mount Sinai, G-d gave the
Torah to Israel (ExodusShemdt20:1-21). At this time, G-d was making a betrdtha
contract, &etubah with Israel. The&ketubah(or written betrothal contract, which is
understood to be the Torah) represents "The bottkeofovenant” (marriage is a
covenant) that Mosed/1pshe wrote prior to the revelation at Mount Sinai (Bxs
[Shemdt24:4,7). The Book of the Covenant spelled outualibbligations of G-d and
Israel just as thketubahspelled out the obligations between husband afel &0, G-d
made a marriage contract with Israel in Exodéfsefmaot19:3-7.

In Exodus S§hemat19:8, Israel accepts G-d's marriage proposaelsnswered in
Exodus S§hemaot19:8, "All that the Lord hath spoken we will dNa'aseh V'Nishmah
we agree to do even before we have listened).

In Exodus §hemat19:2, Israel camped before the L-rd. The weoachpin Hebrew
is chanahand in this case is singular, while Israel is @luBy this we can see that at that
time all Israel had become one. This is also assrg requirement for marriage
(GenesisBereishit 2:24; Ephesians 5:31).

The biblical wedding ceremony that G-d gave requihat the marriage be
consummated under a wedding canopy knownamipah In Exodus $hemat19:17,
Moses Mosh@ brought forth the people out of the camp to ntget and they stood at
thenetherpart of the mount. The wortktherin Hebrew actually implies that the people
stood underneath the mountain. This imagery givesihderstanding that the mountain
had become ehupahand Israel was standing underneath the mountainaer the
chupah the place where the wedding takes place.



Every wedding will have two witnesses. They ardechihe friends of the
bridegroom. One is assigned to the groom and oassigned to the bride. In Exodus
(Shemot19:17, MosesNloshg is seen as one of the two witnesses whose jtmbascort
the bride to meet the groom under tmeipah(Mount Sinai). In order for thketubah the
written contract between the husband and the wafbe legal in consummating the
marriage, it must be signed by the two witnessesfriends of the bridegroom. Since we
can see that Mosebi0shg was one of the two witnesses, he had to sigiKéiebah
(Torah) in order for the full marriage between @l Israel to be consummated.

However, when Mosedoshg returned from being with G-d on Mount Sinai, he
did not sign th&etubah(Torah). Instead he broke the two tabléttibal, which were
in his right hand (Exodushemdt32:19), thus not signing thestubahwhich G-d had
made with Israel. Therefore, he did not allow Istaesnter into the full marriage. Moses
(Moshg broke the two tabletkétubah when he saw that Israel was worshiping the
golden calf and thus were being unfaithful in thearriage.

Spiritual Understanding (Halacha). What does the wedding mean in terms of the
MessiahYeshuaand what is the personal applicatibaléchg to us? Messialeshuas
the groom and the believers in the Messiah arethetd to Him. Whefyeshuacame to
the earth almost 2,000 years ago, He came so tieoever would put their trust and
confidence émunah in Him would be wedded to Him forever. This wouhdlude both
Jews and non-Jews (Johvochanah3:16). Becaus& eshuacame as the suffering
Messiah Messiah ben Josepturing His first coming, He ascended to Heavebetavith
G-d the Father until He returns during His secomahiag to be the King Messiah,
Messiah ben Davidloday,Yeshuadoes not physically dwell with those who trust in
Him. Therefore, the believers in the Mess¥ashuaare currently spiritually betrothed to
Him. We will enter the full marriage and physicadlyell with Him during the Messianic
age known as the Millennium. However, before we gaysically dwell with the
Messiah during the Messianic age on earth, the ingdstremony when the believers in
the MessiatYeshuawill be wedded to Him must take place.

In the biblical wedding service that G-d gave, iajiu are married, you have a
honeymoon. The honeymoon lasts a week and is kaswhe seven days of thieupah
Seven days equals a week. In Hebrew, a week messgea. It can mean seven days or
seven years (Daniel 9:24-27;Gene8isreishit 29:27). In JoelYoe) 2:16, we see the
marriage of the bride (the believersvieshu@and the bridegroon¥eshuawhere the
bridegroom is going forth from the chamber andlihde out of her closet. The word
closetis the Hebrew wordhupah and thechupahhere refers to Heaven. After the
honeymoon in heavelYeshuawill be returning with His bride to attend the mage
supper Revelation19:7-14). Then we will rule and reign with Him igally during the
Messianic age known as the MillenniuRefvelatior20:4).

The Pouring Out of G-d's Holy Spirit
(Ruach HaKodesh)



In Exodus §hemagt19:19, a trumpetshofa) was sounded. The trumpshpfai)
that was sounded grew louder and louder. Exo8berfigt19:19 says, "...and God
answered him with thunder [by a voice, KJV]." HExs Shemadt20:18 says, "And all
the people perceived the thunder [saw the thungerikJVv] ..."

In the Midrash, which is a rabbinical commentarytloa Scriptures, iExodus
Rabbah5:9, it says:

When G-d gave the Torah on Sinai He displayed dmt@rvels to Israel with His voice.
What happened? G-d spoke and the voice reverbetlatedghout the whole world... It
says, And all the people witnessed the thundefiagsdus Shemot20:18].

Note that it does not say "the thunder" but "thenttterings"; wherefore, R. Johanan said
that G-d's voice, as it was uttered split up inkgenty voices, in seventy languages, so
that all the nations should understand...

In DeuteronomyDevarim 32:8 it is written, "When the Most High divided the
nations their inheritance, when He separated the sbAdam, He set the bounds of the
people according to the number of the childrerscdél.” In Exodus§hemat1:1-5, we
can see that the number of the children of Isrde vame to Egypt was 70. Therefore,
the 70 voices as interpreted by R. Johanan repes$ali the nations of the world, based
upon DeuteronomyDevarim 32:8 and ExodusShemat1:1-5. So, it was seen that G-d's
voice split up into the languages of all the peapighe earth to be a witness to them.

In the bookKThe Midrash Say$y Rabbi Moshe Weissman, the author wrote:

In the occasion of Matan Torah [the giving of trexrdh], the Bnai Yisrael [children of
Israel] not only heard Hashem's [the L-rd's] Voiget actually saw the sound waves as
they emerged from Hashem's [the L-rd's] mouth. M&yalized them as a fiery
substance. Each commandment that left Hashem'4 {tds] mouth traveled around the
entire Camp and then to each Jew individually, mgkiim, "Do you accept upon yourself
this Commandment with all the halochot [Jewish Ipettaining to it?" Every Jew
answered "Yes" after each commandment. Finallyfiéng substance which they saw
engraved itself on the luchot [tablets]

Messianic Fulfillment. This same experience we just discussed that hapljpst
Mount Sinai also occurred 50 days after the restioe of Yeshuaon the day oShavuot
(Pentecost) almost 2,000 years ago. This experisradso described in Acts 2:1-11 and
Hebrews 12:18-19. In describing what happened wdEg Shemagt20:18, Hebrews
12:18-19 says, "And the sound of a trumpet, and/thee of words...." The wordords
in Hebrews 12:19 is the Greek wattema which means "an individual word." In this
passage in Hebrews, we can see the same thinBabai Moshe Weissman understood
happened at Mount Sinai in the fi&havuoiPentecost) in his commentary is exactly
what did happen as seen in Hebrews 12:19. It &t happened during the first



Shavuoi(Pentecost) following the resurrectiondéshuaAt this ShavuoiPentecost), the
people also were as one (Acts 2:1-2; Exo@endt19:2). When G-d poured out His
Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodeghat this time, once again people began to spetiein
different languages of the world (Acts 2:1-11). fidiere, we can see that tBhavuot
(Pentecost) at Mount Sinai was a rehearsaji@) of theShavuotiPentecost) that would
occur immediately after the resurrectionYashua

The First Trump (Shofar) of G-d

Once again in Exodus 19:19, a trumpgtafan was sounded. This trumpehpfai
grew louder and louder. The Jewish writings un@edthis to be the first trumphofai)
of G-d. The trumpet blown by G-d at Mount Sinai waslerstood to be the first of the
two ram's horns that were present on Mount Moriafing Abraham'sAvrahan)
sacrifice of IsaacYitzchal in Genesis 22.

The Jewish people understood that there are thieay trumpetsghofarin) that
mark major events in the redemptive plan of G-deskhthree trumpets are known as the
first trump, the last trump, and the great trum@stnesisBereishi) 22 is one of the
most important Torah readings to the Jewish pedplsome Jewish circles, it is read
every day of the week except for the sabbath.dtde the primary Torah reading for
Rosh HaShanalThe theme of the chapter includes the bindinigadc on the altar,
known in Hebrew as th&keidah in addition to the phrase "to be seen." The lage
concerning the phrase "to be seen" is Gen8&igefshi) 22:14, as it is written, "And
Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-thehL-rd will see or provide]: as it
is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord iaklbe seen." GenesiBéreishi) 22:4
says, "Then on the third day Abraham lifted upéyss, and saw the place afar off."

Messianic Fulfillment. Yeshuaeferred to this event which happened to Abraham
(Avrahan), in John Yochanain 8:56, as it is written, "Your father Abraham riegd to
see My day: and he saw it, and was glad." Whaithichham Avrahan) see? What took
place on Mount Moriah? Abrahamrahan) was instructed by G-d to take Isaac
(Yitzchak to Mount Moriah and sacrifice him there (GenéBisreishit 22:2). The first
and second templeB¢it HaMikdashwere built in JerusalenY grushalayijon Mount
Moriah @ Chronicles3:1). It was in Jerusaleny érushalayimon Mount Moriah where
Yeshuawas crucified on the tree. Calvary (Golgotha) Veasted on Mount Moriah.
Abraham Avrahan) in GenesisBereishi) 22:4 was looking into the future and seeing
that G-d was going to offer up the Messiah to hensbn Mount Moriah at a future time.

G-d called AbrahamAvrahan) to sacrifice IsaacY(itzchal and offer him as a burnt
offering, known in Hebrew as amah. This is mentioned in GenesBdfeishi) 22:2-
3,6,8,13. A burnt offeringojah) is an offering that is totally consumed. It isdty given
and done freely, willingly, and joyfully by both pees involved. The Bible tells us that
G-d freely offered upyeshugoyfully andYeshuavas willing and obedient to His death



on the treeRhilippians2:8). In IsaiahYeshayahp53:10, it says that it pleased G-d to
offer upYeshua

When AbrahamAvrahan) offered up IsaacY(itzchal, Abraham believed that G-d
would raise IsaacY(itzchal from the dead (Hebrews 11:17-19). Abraha&wr@harmn)
went willingly, joyfully, and obediently because believed G-d would raise Isaac
(Yitzchak from the dead. This can be seen in Gen&asgshi) 22:5. In this, we can see
that AbrahamAvrahan) was a type and picture of G-d the Father, analcl$atzchak
was a type and picture ¥eshuahe Messiah. In GenesBédreishi) 22:8, Abraham
(Avrahan) said to IsaacYitzchal that G-d would provide a lamWeshuavas the lamb
that G-d offered to us (Joh$chanah1:29).

This story is an example of the Hebrew expressidere now, but not yet."
Abraham Avrahan) offered up his only son (GenesBefreishif 22:16; Hebrews 11:17),
and G-d offered up His only SovieshugJohn [fochanah3:16). Instead of Isaac
(Yitzchal, Abraham Avrahan) offered up a ram as the ram was found caughtan t
thicket (GenesisHereishit 22:13). In the Hebrew writings, the ram represehe
Messiah and the thicket stands for the sins optdaple. In Genesi8éreishi} 22:13
where it says "behind him," the Hebrew wor@éhar, which means afterward or in the
future. Therefore, the imagery presented hereaisAbraham Avrahan) saw this ram
being sacrificed in the future. This is whashuawvas referring to in JohryYpchanai
8:56.

Once again, relating to the story in Gen28ighe left horn of the ram that was
caught in the thicket (GenesBdreishit 22:13) is called the first trumlitofa) and the
right horn of the ram is called the last trunspdfal).

The Three Trumpets (Shofarim) of G-d

The three great trumpetshfarin) that mark major events in the redemptive plan of
G-d are associated with days in the biblical cadentihe first trump is associated with
and was blown by G-d on the FeastbiavuoiPentecost) when G-d gave the Torah to
the Jewish people at Mount Sinai (ExodB8a¢mdt19:19).

The last trump is associated with and is blowrRRosh HaShanal{Rosh HaShanah
will be discussed in the next chapter.) The biblieane forRosh HaShanats Yom
Teruah which in Hebrew means "the day of the awakeniagtty This trump ghofal) is
mentioned by the apostle PaRlav Sha'ylin First Corinthians 15:51-53. Because the
last trump is only blown oRosh HaShanaand because the apostle P&ay Sha'yl
specifically mentions that the raptureafza) of the believers iryeshuahe Messiah will
take place at the last trump, the apostle FRaV (Sha'ylwas giving a clear
understanding that the rapture of the believeidessiah will happen on a Rosh
HaShanah.



The great trumpshofar HaGadqlis associated with and is blown ¥om Kippur
Yeshuasaid that He would return at His second comintp@atsound of the great trump
(Matthew Mattityahy 24:30-31). Because the great trurspdfar HaGadaqlis only
blown onYom Kippurand becaus€eshuasaid that He would return with the sound of a
great trumpyeshuavas stating very clearly that He would return ovoan Kippur (This
will be discussed in more detail in the chaptercesningYom Kippur) Thus, the first
and last trump will relate to the ram's horn in €ga Bereishi) 22. Again, the first
trump Ghofap will be the left horn of the ram and the lasintpu(shofan will be the right
horn of the ram. In Exodushemat19:19, the trumpeshofal) that was blown by G-d
will be the first trump.

The Spiritual Understanding of Shavuot
(Pentecost)

Spiritual Application (Halacha). The giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai involvéet
Aaronic priesthood, the sacrificial system, theetalacle, the sabbath days, the festivals,
the civil and ceremonial laws, and the Ten Commasmds(Exodus$hemdt19:17,20;
20:1,21-22; 21:1-2,12; 22:1,16; 23:10-11,14; 241281 8; 25:1,8-9,40; 28:1; 31:12-18;
32:1; 34:27-28; Hebrews 8:1-6; 9:1-12,15,18-24111; 13:20). These things were
given by G-d as a shadow of things to come (Hebdvs) to teach us (Galatians 3:24)
about the Messiafeshuaand the redemptive work of G-d (Colossians 2:1p-3fAavuot
(Pentecost) was the birth of the congregati@hila) in the wilderness (Acts 7:38). The
things given at Mount Sinai were divine and frond@ut shown in a physical way
(Hebrews 9:1) to enable us to understand the sairituths that G-d wanted to
communicate to us (1 Peter 2:5-9). So G-d gavelisha covenant, the Torah, the
services, the oracles of G-d, and the promises @Rsrf:4-5; 3:2), which were divine
(Hebrews 9:1), at Mount Sinai to teach us aboutMbssiah (PsalmTjehillim] 40:7).

With this in mind, let's look at the spiritual umg@andings that G-d was communicating
to us atShavuot

The Two Leavened Wave Loavefl eviticus Vayikrg 23:15-17)

This was to be a new meal offering to the L-rd (Lieus [Vayikrg 23:16; Numbers
[Bamidbal 28:26). There were to be two wave loaves baket lgaven (Leviticus
[Vayikrg 23:17). At PassovePgsach, leaven was absolutely forbidden (Exodus
[Shemdt12:15,19-20) and in the regular meal offering|e@ven was permitted
(Leviticus [Vayikrg 2:1,4-5, 11). We saw earlier that leaven reprsssim (1 Corinthians
5:6-8; Galatians 5:9). PassovBeéach and Unleavened Breallég HaMatzah spoke
of the death and burial &feshuavho was without sin. Yet o8havuot{Pentecost), G-d
commanded just the opposite. Why?



Shavuoi(Pentecost) speaks of the birth of Israel asi@amads well as the birth of
the congregatiorkghila) of believers inYeshuahrough the Holy SpiritRuach
HaKodesh. The two loaves speak of Israel and the congi@yaf believers in the
Messiah. Even though both Israel and the congragé¢ehilad of believers in the
MessiahYeshuaare chosen by G-d and are holy to Him, sin isfstiind in Israel and sin
still exists in the congregation of believers. Bass Pesach and Unleavened Bread
(Hag HaMatzah speak primarily offeshuavho is without sin, buEhavuo{Pentecost)
speaks of Israel and the congregatioehfla) of believers where sin still exists.

We have just stated that the two wave loaves spkkskael and the congregation
(kehilad of believers in the Messiah. The number two mBible is the number of
witness and testimony. For example, two witnesselsa Bible establishes a truth
(Matthew Mattityahy 18:19-20; Deuteronomybevarin] 19:15; John 5:30-33,36-37;
Luke 24:44; 1 John 5:8; Revelation 12:11; 11:3)e Tlen Commandments were written
on two stones (ExodusShemdt31:18). Also, the Ten Commandments are fulfilbgd
obeying two commandments (MattheMdttityahy 22:34-40). Messiah and His
congregationKehilal of believers testify of the love, grace, and piue-d for the
whole world.

The meal offering was to be an offering burnedit®y/ dpon the altar. A work of the
Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodeghis an immersion (baptism) of fire (Luke 3:16)rd-is
what G-d uses to burn sin out of the lives of agvelr in the Messiah (1 Corinthians
3:13-15; 1 Peter 1:7). The followersYéshuaare supposed to live a righteotzadik
life before G-d (Ephesians 4:17-32; 5:1-13; Colassi3:1-13; Romans 8:1-4).

Two-tenths Ephod of Fine Flour(Leviticus Vayikra 23:17)

The grinding and crushing of wheat produces fioarfl The fine flour speaks of the
refining process that our faith goes through asmeconformed to the image of Messiah
Yeshuaand enter into His trials, testings, temptati@rg] sufferings (Zechariah 13:9;
Romans 5:3-5; 8:29,35-39; 2 Corinthians 1:3-11eteP1:7; 4:12-19; Revelation 3:18).

Messianic Fulfillment. Yeshuawvas the wheat that was planted into the grounin(Jo
[Yochanah12:24; 1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-44). As whedigaten and refined to
become fine flour, so the Messiah was beaten amddat as He became that fine flour
(Isaiah Yeshayahj28:28; 52:14; 53:1-6; Psalm¢hillim] 81:16; 147:14).

Holy to the L-rd for the Priest (Leviticus Vayikrg 23:20)

Even though the two wave loaves were leavened,-tidecounted them holy unto
Himself for the priest. As mentioned earlier, th® twave loaves that the priest waved
represented both Israel and the congregakehila) of believers inYeshuaBoth the



Jewish believers iveshuarepresented by Israel, and the non-Jewish besgeve
represented by the congregati@el{ila)), consist of individuals who are leaven. We still
sin before G-d despite being believers in the Mdsdn spite of this sin, because we are
believers inYeshuaand seek to serve and love Him with all our hearesare considered
holy before G-d (Deuteronompgvarim 7:6-8; 14:2; Luke 1:68,72-75; Ephesians 1:4;
5:27; Colossians 1:22-24; 1 Thessalonians 4:7sTata2; 1 Peter 1:15-16).

A Statute Forever (Leviticus 23:21)

The Holy Spirit came to dwell with the believerYeshudorever (JohnYochanah
14:16-17). Therefore, the followers 6éshuashould have a continug8havuot
(Pentecost) experience; one on a daily basis.

The Feast of Harvest of First Fruits
(Exodus Bhemqt23:16; 34:22; Number®Bjamidbaj 28:26)

Shavuoi(Pentecost) is called the Feast of Weeks, thet leé&tarvest, or the Feast
of the First Fruits. Passovd?dsach was the barley harvest aBthavuotiPentecost) was
the wheat harvest (ExoduSHemdt34:22; Ruth 1:22; 2:23; Joel 1:11).

Israel was called a land of barley and wheat (Dreatamy Devarim 8:7-8; 2
Chronicles 2:15; Jeremial ¢rmiyahli41:8). The spring wheat and barley harvest
preceded the major harvest in the fall, the Felastgathering (Exodusghemdt23:16;
34:22). Both the spring and the fall harvests vaseendent upon the rains coming at the
right time. The fall rains are called the earlynralhe spring rains are called the latter
rain. The early rain is spoken of in Deuteronog\arim 11:10-15; 28:12; Leviticus
(Vayikra) 26:4; Joel 2:23,28-29; and Zechariah 10:1. Theissprophetic of the
outpouring of the Holy SpiritRuach HaKodestupon people's lives individually as they
acceptyeshuanto their lives and allow the Holy Spirit to téaand instruct them
concerning the ways of G-d. The early rain andaltter rain also teach us about the
pouring out of G-d's Holy Spirit in a corporate wagyon all flesh. The early rain refers to
the outpouring of the Holy SpiriRuach HaKodegrduringYeshua'dirst coming and the
latter rain refers to the outpouring of the HolyirBgRuach HaKodeghduringYeshua's
second coming.

As we are seeing, the harvest speaks of the saivatipeople. The spring harvest
was the beginning of the harvest of people who d@oime to receiv¥eshuaas
Messiah with the greatest harvest being at theoétius age (MatthewNlattityahuj
13:39; 9:37-38; Mark 4:29). The fall harvest or ttegvest at the end of this present age
(Olam Hazehis in the seventh month on the biblical religi@magendarShavuot
(Pentecost) is in the third month. Fr@havuoiPentecost), there are four months until



the final harvest in the fall (Johi ¢chanah4:34-35). The fall harvest is the fruit
harvest.

Messianic Fulfillment. G-d said that the coming ¥eshuavould be like the former
and latter rain on the earth (Hosea 6:1-3; Jo&)2:ZamesYa'akoy ties the coming of
the L-rd to the early and latter rain (Jaméa'akoy 5:7). Yeshua'sleath, burial, and
resurrection was in the spring of the year; thepouting of the Holy Spirit after the
resurrection offeshuawas in the spring of the year; and all those whleled were first
fruits of the entire harvest and were a part ofgeng harvestyeshua'second coming
will be in the fall of the year and the greatestniner of believers will believe at this
time. Yeshuaspoke about this great harvest at the end optieisent age(flam Hazehin
Matthew Mattityahy 13:39; 24:13-14; and Revelation 14:6,15-16.

A Harvest of Freewill Offerings and Rejoicing(DeuteronomyDevarim 16:9-11,16-
17)

As believers inYeshuawhen we come before G-d we are to give of ouesglv
including our time, talents, and money, and pretigrh before Him with a joyful heart
(Acts 4:32-37; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthi&@i8).

The Conclusion of the Spring Festivals

This concludes the study of the spring festivale. Weve seen how the spring
festivals are applicable in three dimensions. Téreyhistoric to the nation of Israel; they
are fulfilled in the Messial¥eshuaand they describe how the individual believenis
walk (halachg and live his life before G-d. In other words, van see that G-d has a
plan for every individual to willingly come to Hingo the spring festivals were not only
historic, but they were also our type and exampl€drinthians 10:1-2,6,11).

To natural Israel, Passovétgsach was their freedom from the bondage of Egypt
(Mitzrayim) (Exodus hemdt12). Unleavened BreadHbég HaMatzah was the
separation from the land of Egypt into the immardioaptism) into the Red Sea and the
Cloud in the wilderness (1 Corinthians 10:1-2).afiyy G-d led the people to Mount
Sinai (Exodus$hemdt19:1) where they experienc&havuofPentecost and G-d
revealed Himself to the people in a deeper and@reay than He ever did previously.

Messianic Fulfillment. The spring festivals were fulfilled BgeshuaMessiah, who
was our Passover Lamb, died on the day of PasgBesach. He was without sin and is
the Bread of LifeYeshuawas in the sepulcher on the day of UnleaveneddBf¢ag
HaMatzal) and He was the kernel of wheat that was burigdderearthYeshuaarose as
First Fruits of the barley harvest, He Himself lgeihe first of those to rise from the dead
and receive a resurrected body. Finally, the H@lyiS(Ruach HaKodeshwas poured



out upon all flesh during the feast®havuoiPentecost) to gather all believers in the
Messiah to be G-d's spring harvest in the earthithAse four feasts describe in detail the
significant events during the first coming of Megsivhen He came as the suffering
Messiah Messiah ben Josepto redeem both man and the earth back to G-aviatig

the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, we will fitiht the fall festivals give us
tremendous insight and understanding concerning\ukats offY eshua'second coining.
Then He will return as the King of Kings and Lorfd.ords and come back to earth as
the kingly MessiahMessiah ben Davido rule and reign on earth during the Messianic
age or the Millennium.

Spiritual Application (Halacha). Every time a person receivésshuahe Messiah
as his own Savior, he spiritually experiences Rass@esach. He is to flee Egypt (the
world's evil system and ways) and trustnah in the Messiah, the Lamb of God, and
allow Yeshuao be the doorpost of his heart. As believersareethen to seek to live holy
lives before G-d and experience Unleavened Breiad HaMatzal. Just asyeshua
arose from the dead, we are to consider our fomags dead to us and experience the
newness of life in the Messiah. Once we do thiscarebe immersed (baptized) in the
Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodeshand have the power of G-d (the anointing) inlougs. At
that time, G-d will begin to take us on a spiritjmirney through the wilderness of life.

In the process of experiencing life's bitter dissippments and struggles, if we keep
our eyes upon G-d, He will take us from PassoReséch to ShavuoiPentecost) where
He will reveal His ways and His Word, the Bible ameeper and progressive way. By
keeping our eyes on the Messiah through life'ggtas, G-d will not only reveal His
Word, the Bible, to us in a greater way, but H® aldll refine our faith like fine flour
just as was done to the wheat. Meanwhile, if weguuitentire trust§munah in Yeshua
through our spiritual journey in the wildernesdifef as G-d refines our faith and reveals
Himself to us in a greater way, our spiritual joeyrwill not end in the wilderness of life.
Instead G-d will take us forward to spiritually exjgnce the fall festivals and our
spiritual promised land. It is when we spirituadtyperience the fall festivals, especially
the Feast of TabernacleéSukkao}, and enter into our spiritual promised land Gad will
anoint our lives for Him in an awesome way as we &nd serve Him. We will then
experience the greatest joy in our entire livey.ultspeakable! This is what the Feast of
TabernaclesSukko} is all about. It is called "the season of our'jagd this joy is what
we have to look forward to as we read about tHddativals in the following chapters.



