CHAPTER 7
Rosh HaShanah

The Season of Teshuvah

A special season known @sshuvahwhich in Hebrew means "to return or repent,”
begins on the first day of the month of Elul andtawues 40 days, ending wiftom
Kippur. Thirty days intolreshuvahon Tishrei |, comeRosh HaShanalThis begins a
final ten-day period beginning ddosh HaShanaband ending ofyom Kippur These are
known as the High Holy Days and as the Awesome Désgmim Nora'imthe days of
awe). The sabbath that falls within this ten-dagqekis calledShabbat Shuvalthe
Sabbath of Return. Five days af#&ym Kippuris Sukkot the Feast of Tabernacles.
Teshuvatbegins on Elul 1 and concludes on Tishrei@n Kippur Each morning
during the 30 days of the month of Elul, the trutn(gbofal) or ram's horn is blown to
warn the people to repent and return to G-d.

Teshuval{repentance) speaks to all people. Those whoueeliethe Messiah are
called to examine their lives and see where theg ldeparted from G-d. It is a call to
examine the Scriptures and the evidence that thssislle was who He said He was.

G-d has always had a heart to warn people befongrétgaims judgment. G-d
warned the people before the flood, and He warnedweh before it was ruined. He
does not want anyone to receive the wrath of Higoent (EzekielYechezekgll8:21-
23,30-32; Zephaniah 2:1-3; 33:1-7; 2 Peter 3:9).

The whole month of Elul is a 30-day process of prapion through personal
examination and repentance for the coming High Hidys. The shofar is blown after
every morning service. Psalm 27, which begins Withe Lord is my light and my
salvation," is also recited at the end of the magrand evening liturgy. The message
from Elul 1 toRosh HaShanals clear: Repent befolRosh HaShanalDon't wait until
afterRosh HaShanalor you will find yourself in the Days of Awe.

There are idioms or phrases that help us idert#ydays in the seasonbéshuvah
(repentance). Just as unfamiliar foreigners magdmdéused when they hear Americans
call Thanksgiving Day, "Turkey Day" or "Pilgrimsay,” non-Jewish believers Meshua
can be confused by the different terms for the migasts of the L-rd.



Rosh HaShanah: Names, Themes, and Idioms

Teshuval(repentance)

Rosh HaShana{Head of the Year, Birthday of the World)

Yom Terual{the Day of the Awakening Blast [Feast of Trumpets
Yom HaDin(the Day of Judgment)

HaMelech(the Coronation of the Messiah)

Yom HaZikkaror{the Day of Remembrance or memorial)

The time of Jacob'sy@'akoy trouble (the birthpangs of the Messi&hevlai shel
Mashiach

8. The opening of the gates

9. Kiddushin/Nesu'irithe wedding ceremony)

10.The resurrection of the dead (rapture, natzal)

11.The last trumpghofai

12.Yom Hakeselfthe hidden day)

Nooh~wbdpRE

Rosh HaShanah: The Head of the Year
(Birthday of the World)

Rosh HaShanamarks the Jewish New Year and is a part of theseaf
repentanceRoshin Hebrew means "chief or head" astthnahmeans "year.Rosh
HaShanahs the head of the year on the civil calendar,iaradso known as the birthday
of the world since the world was created on thig @@lmud, Rosh Hashanah J)1a

Jewish tradition believes that Adam was createthenday Mishnah, San Hedrin
38b). How did they decide that this was the day ofytbar the world was created?
Because the first words of the Book of GeneBixr¢ishi), "in the beginning,” when
changed around, read, Aleph b'Tishrei, or "on tts¢ &f Tishrei." ThereforeRosh
HaShanahs known as the birthday of the world, for tragiititells us that the world was
created then.

Note: There are four new years in the Jewish calerdisan 1 is the New Year's
day of kings (the date for determining how manyrgeaking has ruled) and for months
(Nisan is the first month). Elul 1 is the new yé&arthe tithing of animals. Shevat 15y
Bishva) is the new year for the trees, and Tishrei hésrtew year of years. It also marks
the anniversary of the creation of the world.

Time of Observance



Rosh HaShanats observed for two days. It comes on the first second days of
the Hebrew month of Tishrei (usually in Septembr@®@otober), which is the first month
of the biblical civil calendar. The month of Tishigthe seventh month in the biblical
religious calendar. This may seem strange Rtesth HaShanatithe New Year, is on the
first and second day of Tishrei, the seventh montkhe biblical religious calendar. The
reason thaRosh HaShanais the seventh month in the biblical religiousecalar is that
G-d made the month of Nisan the first month ofytear in remembrance of Israel's
divine liberation from Egypt (ExodusShemdt12:2; 13:4). However, according to
tradition, the world was created on Tishrei, or enexactly, Adam and Eve were created
on the first day of Tishrei and it is from Tishtkat the annual cycle began. HerResh
HaShanahs celebrated at this time.

Why Is Rosh HaShanah Two Days Long?

Unlike other festivals that are celebrated in thaspora (the dispersion, referring to
Jews who live outside of the Holy Land of Isréefsh HaShanals celebrated for two
days because of uncertainty about observing thizrdés on the correct calendar day.
Rosh HaShanais the only holiday celebrated for two days iratdr As with all other
festivals, the uncertainty was involved in a cakantiat depended on when the new
moon was promulgated, designating the beginnirgpoh new month by the rabbinical
court in Jerusalen¥erushalayimin ancient times. The problem Bbsh HaShanats
heightened by the fact that it falls Bosh Chodestihe new moon itself. Therefore, even
in JerusalemYerushalayir it would have been difficult to let everyone knm time
that the New Year had begun. To solve this probketno-dayRosh HaShanatvas
practiced even in Israel. Creating a two-Rosh HaShanatvas also intended to
strengthen observance of each day; in the rabbieie, the two days are regarded as a
yoma arikhtaone long day.

Yom Teruah The Day of the Awakening Blast

In Psalm Tehillim) 98:6 it is written, "With trumpets and the sowfdhe horn shout
joyfully before the King, the Lord" (NAS). The blag we receive from G-d when we
understand the meaningRbsh HaShanahnd the blowing of the trumpet (shofar) is
found in PsalmTehillim) 89:15, as it is written, "How blessed are thegbeovho know
the joyful sound [blast of thehofai..." (NAS).

Rosh HaShanais referred to in the Torah &om Teruahthe Day of the Sounding
of theShofar(or the Day of the Awakening Blast). Qiom Teruahthe Day of the
Sounding of thé&hofar it is imperative for every person to hesihéma the shofar. The
mitzvah(or biblical commandment [Johi¥¢chanai 14:15]), of theshofaris to hear
(shematheshofarbeing blown, not actually blow it yourself, hertbe blessing, "to hear
the sound of thehofar"



Teruahmeans "an awakening blast." A theme associatddRash HaShanais the
theme "to awake.Teruahis also translated as "shout.”" The Book of Is§édshayah)y
chapter 12, puts the shouting in the context othloesand-year reign of Messiah, the
Athid Lavo The Messianic era and shout is mentioned inis@dashayahu42:11;
44:23; JeremiahYlermiyah)y 31:7; and Zephaniah 3:14. The first comingfethuds
associated with a shout in Zechariah 9:9. The al#nshout is the rapturedtza) in First
Thessalonians 4:16-17.

Whether it is by the blast ofsofaror the force of a supernatural shout, G-d's goal
is to awaken us! For this reason it is written, Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you" (Ephesians 5:14 NAB)e Book of Ephesians has many
references tRosh HaShanaand the High Holy Days. For example, in Ephesi@Bg,
being sealed unto the day of redemption refeiaim Kippur the Day of Atonement. G-

d gave this festival to teach us that we will béged orRosh HaShanaand will be
sealed unto the closing of the gatesilgh) on Yom Kippur

Isaiah Y eshayahu26:19 speaks of the resurrection. The wawekeis associated
with the resurrection, as it is written, "Your dead live; their corpses will rise. You
who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy, fouydew is as the dew of the dawn, and
the earth will give birth to the departed spiriiaiah [Yeshayahp26:19 NAS).

The theme of awakening from sleep is used througtheuBible. It is found in John
(Yochanah11:11; Romans 13:11; Daniel 12:1-2; and Psdleh{llim) 78:65. In Isaiah
51:9 it is written, "Awake, awake, put on strengtharm of the Lord; awake as in the
days of old, the generations of long ago..." (NAB)e arm of the L-rd is used as a term
for the Messiah in Isaialtyéshayahu53:1. The worcarmis the Hebrew worderoah
During PassovemResach, a shankbone, known as theroal) is put on the plate. So,
"awake" is a term or idiom fdRosh HaShanahn Isaiah ¥eshayahu51:9 quoted
earlier, the awakening is associated with the cgmoirthe Messiah.

Theshofaris the physical instrument that G-d instructedougse to heaisfema
the sound of the shofar teaching us to awake frgintgl slumber (1 Corinthians
15:46).

In the days of old, thehofarwas used on very solemn occasions. We first fied t
shofarmentioned in connection with the revelation on Mib8inai, when the voice of
theshofarwas exceedingly strong and all the people who \wetlee camp trembled
(Exodus Bhemdt19:16b). Thus, thehofarwe hear orRosh HaShanabught to remind
us of our acceptance of the Torah (Bible) and digations to it. Theshofaralso used
to be sounded when war was waged upon a dangemneusyeThus, thehofarwe hear
on Rosh HaShanabught to also serve as a battle cry to wage wainagour inner
enemy -- our evil inclinations and passions as aglihe devil, Ha Satan, himself. The
shofarwas also sounded on the Jubilee Year, heraldegglom from slavery (Leviticus
[Vayikrg 25:9-10).



Spiritually (halachg, this refers to freedom from the slavery of ¢ desires of
this world, and serving the devil (Romans 6:12-18nes 4:4).

Another reason for sounding tekeofaris thatRosh Hashanals the celebration of
the birth of creation G-d began to rule over thelevon this day. When a king begins to
reign, he is heralded with trumpets. That is whalfs47 precedes the blowing of the
shofar, it is a call to the nations: "..... Sing praise®ur King, sing praises. For God is
the King of all the earth..." (Psalm¢hillim] 47:6-7 NAS). It also precedes because of
the reference to th&hofarin the previous verse (Psalm 47:5), as it is emittGod has
ascended with a shout, the Lord, with the soura todimpet" (NAS).

In Jewish tradition, many reasons have been offemetthe sounding of thehofar.
The ram's horn is identified with the ram that beeahe substitute sacrifice for Isaac
(Yitzchak in GenesisBereishi) 22:1-19. The giving of the Torah at Mount Sinaisw
accompanied by the sounding of 8tefar(Exodus §hemdt19:19). The proclamation
of the Jubilee was heralded by the blast ofstmafar(Leviticus [Vayikrg 25:9-11); and
the commencement of the Messianic age is to beusnwed by the sound of the great
shofar(lsaiah Yeshayahl27:13). The bookGates of Repentanaites Maimonide's call
to awaken from spiritual slumber:

Awake, you sleepers, from your sleep! Rouse yaaseyou slumberers, out of your
slumber! Examine your deeds, and turn to G-d irerggnce. Remember your Creator,
you who are caught up in the daily round, losinghsiof eternal truth; you are wasting
your years in vain pursuits that neither profit reave. Look closely at yourselves;
improve your ways and your deeds. Abandon youmeats, your unworthy schemes,
every one of youlyad Hichot Teshuva 3.4).

When the rabbis saw the phrase, "Awake, O Isr#&ty would identify those verses
with something concerningosh HaShanalThe blowing of theshofartook place at the
temple Beit HaMikdash onRosh HaShanafNehemiah 8:1-3).

Theshofarwas also blown at the temple to begin the sabkath week. There are
two types of trumpets used in the Bible:

1. The silver trumpet, and
2. Theshofar or ram's horn.

On the sabbath, there was within the templeit(HaMikdash a sign on the wall that
said, "To the house of the blowing of the trumpéiofal.” Each sabbathspabba}, two
men with silver trumpets and a man witerefarmade three trumpet blasts twice during
the day. OrRosh HaShanahit is different. Theshofaris the primary trumpet. ORosh
HaShanahashofardelivers the first blast, a silver trumpet thes®t; and then shofar
the third. The silver trumpets and the gatherinthattemple are specified in the Book of
Numbers Bamidbaj chapter 10.



According to LeviticusVYayikra) 23:24 and Number8amidbaj 29:1,Rosh
HaShanahs the day of the blowing of the trumpets. Accaglio the MishnahRosh
HaShanah 16a; Rosh HaShanah)3iBe trumpet used for this purpose is the ramra,h
not trumpets made of metal as in Numb&anfidba) Chapter 10.

The Use of theShofar in the Bible

Theshofaror ram's horn, has always held a prominent roteérhistory of G-d's
people in the Bible:

1. The Torah was given to Israel with the sound ofsthefar (Exodus §hemdt
19:19).

2. lIsrael conquered in the battle of Jericho withlilest of theshofar(Joshua 6:20).

3. Israel will be advised of the advent of the Messiét the sound of thehofar
(Zechariah 9:14,16).

4. Theshofarwill be blown at the time of the ingathering oétbxiles of Israel to
their place (IsaiahYeshayahl27:13).

5. Theshofarwas blown to signal the assembly of the Israetitesng war (Judges
[Shoftin 3:27; 2 Samuel 20:1).

6. The watchman who stood upon Jerusalem's walls thleghofar(Ezekiel
[YechezekgB3:3-6).

7. Theshofarwas blown at the start of the Jubilee year (Leugi[Vayikrg 25:9).

8. Theshofaris a reminder that G-d is sovereign (Psal@Hillim] 47:5).

9. The ram's horn, thehofar, is a reminder of Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac and
God's provision of a ram as a substitute (Gen&ssgfishif 22:13).

10. Theshofarwas blown to announce the beginning of festividisnibers
[Bamidbat 10:10). Theshofarwas blown to celebrate the new moonRwsh
HaShanahPsalm 81:1-3).

11.The blowing of theshofaris a signal for the call to repentance (Isaiah
[Yeshayahp58:1).

12.The blowing of theshofarushers in the day of the L-rd (Joel 2:1).

13.The blowing of theshofaris sounded at the rapture of the believers and the
resurrection of the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16).

14.John was taken up to Heaven in the Book of Reweldiy the sound of th&hofar
(Revelation 4:1).

15. Sevenshofarimare sounded when G-d judges the earth duringithédtion
(Revelation 8-9).

16. Theshofarwas used for the coronation of kings (1 Kingke[achinj 1:34,39).

Yom HaDin: The Day of Judgment



Another name foRosh HaShanais Yom HaDin the Day of Judgment. It was seen
that on this day, G-d would sit in court and allmveould pass before Him to be judged.
Three great books will be opened as each man ghediin the balance and placed into
one of three categorie$dlmud, Rosh HaShanah)6lit has been taught that the school
of Shammai says that there will be three classab®final Day of Judgment, one of the
wholly righteous, one of the wholly wicked, and arfehe intermediates. The wholly
righteous are at once inscribed and sealed foirlitee world to come; the wholly
wicked are at once inscribed and sealed for perd{ialmud, Rosh HaShanah 16b-).7a

The righteous will be protected during the tribidatperiod. The wicked will face
the wrath of G-d during the tribulation periodamim Nora'iny known in Hebrew as the
Chevlai shel Mashiagtand will never repent. The average person hak Yioin Kippur
till his fate is sealed forever. In other words tverage person will have until the end of
the seven-year tribulation to repent and turn td. Ghe average person Bosh
HaShanahs judged by G-d and is neither written in the koblife or the book of the
wicked. His fate is yet to be decided. The avegyson and the wicked have to go
through the "Awesome Days," the tribulation, utiigy reachY¥ om Kippur(the end of the
tribulation when their fate is sealed forever). ®gyou are written in the book of the
wicked, you can never get out of it (Revelation8).7These are people who never, ever,
will accept the Messialfeshua

There are 12 months in the year and there ardldestin Israel. Every month of the
Jewish year has its representative tribe. The mohthshrei is the month of the tribe of
Dan. This is of symbolic significance, for when Daas born to Bilhah, Rachel's maid,
Rachel said, "God hath judged ngapnan], and hath also heard my voice..." (Genesis
[Bereishif 30:6). Dan and din (as Mom HaDin Day of Judgment) are both derived
from the same root, symbolizing that Tishrei is tinge of Divine judgment and
forgiveness. Similarly, every month of the Jewialendar has its sign of the Zodiac (in
Hebrew,Mazal). The sign of the Zodiac for Tishrei is ScalesisTih symbolic of the Day
of Judgment.

HaMelech The Coronation of the King

The recognition of G-d as King is vividly pictur@dthe Jewish view of Adam's
understanding of his Divine Creator being King oakthe Universe. It was late on the
sixth day since G-d began the Creation of the wavlten Adam opened his eyes and
saw the beautiful world around him, and he knewrat that G-d created the world, and
him too. Adam'’s first words were:

"The L-rd is King forever and ever!" and the eclidnis voice rang throughout the world.
"Now the whole world will know that | am King," G%hid, and He was very pleased.
This is the first Rosh HaShanah! The first New Ydawvas the birthday of Man, and the
Coronation Day of the King of Kings!



Messianic Understanding

A theme and term associated wRbsh HaShanaim Hebrew isHaMelech(the
King). It was mentioned earlier in this chaptertttee shofarblown on Rosh HaShanah
is known as the last trump, whi€av Sha'u(the apostle Paul) mentioned in First
Thessalonians 4:16-17. At this time, the beliewerthe Messiah who are righteous
(tzaddikim according torom HaDin(the Day of Judgment) will be taken to Heaven in
the rapturerfatza) along with the righteous who had died before tinie. OnRosh
HaShanahthe coronation of the Messiateshuaas King will happen in Heaven
(Revelation 5)Yeshuawho had come to earth during His first cominglay the role of
the suffering Messiah, Messiah ben Josefis€f, will be crowned as King over all the
earth in preparation for His coming back to eantheign as King MessialMgessiah ben
David) during the Messianic age, the Millennium, or ialdlew eschatology, ththid
Lavo (Revelation 19:16; 20:4).

Daniel 7:9-14 speaks of this in tlianach

| beheld till the thrones were cast down, and theiént of days did sit...the judgment
was set, and the books were operjé&tiis isRosh HaShanah, Yom HaDthe Day of
Judgment. The books are the book of the rightabesyook of the wicked, and the book
of remembrance] .I.saw... one like the Son of mihis is understood to be the Messiah
YeshugMatthew 24:30; 26:64)oming with the clouds of heavghe clouds are the
believers in the Messiah (Hebrews 12:1; Revelatid].. And there was given Him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all pegplations, and languages, should
serve Him: His dominion is an everlasting dominishjch shall not pass away, and His
kingdom that which shall not be destroy@aniel 7:9-10,13-14).

John Yochanahsaw this same thing in the Book of Revelation.

After this | looked, and, behold, a door was opeindakeaverithe gates of Heaven are
opened orRosh HaShanalaccording to Isaiahyeshayahu26:2 and Psalmrghillim)
118:19-20]:and the first voice which | heard was as it wera dfumpefRosh
HaShanahs known as the last trumgglking with mgRosh HaShanats known asrom
Teruah the Day of the Awakening Blast or loud shout(®3$alonians 4:16-17)nd
immediately | was in the spirit: and, behold, acthe was set in heaven, and one sat on
the thron€this isHaMelech the coronation of the Messiah; the coronatioem@eny is
described in Revelation 5] (Revelation 4:1-2).

The description given here in Revelation matchesatitount in Daniel 7:9-14.

The Enthronement Ceremony of a King



There are four parts to the enthronement of a Jekirg.

1. The giving of the decreeAssociated with this is a declaration. This carséen
in Psalm Tehillim) 2:6-7, as it is written, "Yet have | set my kingon My holy
hill of Zion. | will declare the decree...." Next rod/scepter is given, which is an
emblem of a king. Scriptures that refer to the tmeipclude Genesidéreishi}
49:17; NumbersBamidbal) 24:17; Esther 4:11; 5:2; 8:4; Psalm 45:6; and
Hebrews 1:8. Scriptures that refer to a rod afésalm Tehillim) 2:9; Isaiah
(Yeshayahull:1,4; and Revelation 2:27; 12:5; 19:16. Thepsaeis an emblem
of a king or royal office and a rod refers to thegkruling and reigning
righteously in all matters (Isaiah 11:1,4-8eshuas the King Messiah (Isaiah
11:1,4-5; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Zechariah 9:9; Luke B332John Yochanah1:47-
49).

2. The ceremony of the taking of the throngRevelation 5). The king sits on the
throne and is anointed as king. The w@liaristin English comes from the Greek
word Christosand in Hebrew isMashiach meaning "the anointed oné&’éshua
came as a prophet during His first coming (Deutenoy [Devarin 18:15), was
resurrected as the priest (JoMoghanah20:9,17), and is coming back to earth
again as King. Kings in Israel were anointed (2 8als:3-4; 1 Kings
[Melachinj 1:39-40, 45-46; 2 Kings 9:1-6).

3. The acclamation.During the acclamation, all the people shout, 't.tiwe the
king!" (1 Kings Melachinj 1:28-31). Next, all the people clap (Psalfeillim]
47:1-2). Psalm 47 is a coronation psalm. Psalm #af%e shout and trumpet of
Rosh HaShanalVerse 6 is the shouting and praising of the Kingrse 8 is the
ceremony of the throne. In verse 9, the believethe MessialYeshuaare
gathered in His presence.

4. Each of the subjects coming to visit the king aftehe has taken the throneln
this, they will acknowledge their allegiance to hamd receive their
commissioning from him as to what their job will inethe kingdom (Isaiah
[Yeshayahl66:22-23; Zechariah 14:16-17; MattheMdttityahy 2:2).

Yom HaZikkaron The Day of Remembrance

Rosh HaShanais known asrom HaZikkaronthe Day of Remembrance. Leviticus
(Vayikra) 23:24 calls the day "a memoriatikkaror). Remembrance is a major theme in
the Bible. We can see by examining the following8ares that G-d remembers us and
that we are to remember G-d in all of our ways.

There are two elements of remembrance:

a) G-d remembers ugGenesisBereishi 8:1; 9:1, 5-16; 19:29; 30:22; ExoduSHemdt
2:24-25; 3:1; 6:2,5; 32:1-3,7,11,13-14; Leviticayikrg 26:14,31-33,38-45; Numbers



[Bamidbat 10:1-2,9; PsalmTehillim] 105:7-8,42-43; 112:6). In fact, G-d has a book of
remembrance (ExoduShemdt32:32-33; Malachi 3:16-18; Revelation 3:5; 2013;-
21:1,27).

b) We must remember G-d(Exodus §hemdt13:3; 20:8; DeuteronomyDevarini
7:17-19; 8:18; 16:3; NumberBémidbaf 15:37-41).

In Daniel 7:9-10 it is written:

| kept looking until thrones were set up, and tineiént of Days took His seat; His
vesture was like white snow, and the hair of Hsdhike pure wool. His throne was
ablaze with flames, its wheels were a burning #eiver of fire was flowing and coming
out from before Him; thousands upon thousands watesnding Him, and myriads upon
myriads were standing before Him; the court sat] #re books were openédaniel 7:9-
10 NAS).

Since the court was seated and the books were opiéieeunderstood to Heosh
HaShanahThe books are the book of the righteous, the lmddke wicked, and the book
of remembrance. The third book that will be opeisatie book of remembrance
(zikkaron). This is why the common greeting duriRgsh HaShanats, "May you be
inscribed in the Book of Life."

Spiritual Application (Halacha) In Romans 14:10 it is written, "But you, why do
you judge your brother? Or you again, why do yaard your brother with contempt?
For we shall all stand before the judgment se@ad [Christ]" (NAS). In Second
Corinthians 5:10 it is written, "For we must allpgar before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may be recompensed for his deells lmodly, according to what he has
done, whether good or bad" (NAS). This is alsoused in First Corinthians 3:9-15.
The works of the believers in Messiah will be judidpy G-d, bunot their salvation. This
is a judgment of the believersYreshuaonly. All people in this judgment are the
believers inYeshuaonly. All people in this judgment will be saveci$ is not a
judgment of your salvation, but a judgment of ymwards based upon your works. On
this day, G-d will open the Book of Life and holdrial (Talmud, Rosh HaShanah )6b
This is known as thBemajudgment.

The Time of Jacob's Trouble:
(The Birthpangs of the Messiah)

The English phrasdjrthpangs of the Messiabr the HebrevChevlai shel
Mashiach is a major theme of the Bible. It is commonly wmoas the seven-year
tribulation period. In MatthewMattityahy 24, Yeshualescribes the signs of the end.
"And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the&ciples came to Him privately,



saying, 'Tell us, when will these things be, andwhill be the sign of Your coming, and
of the end of the ag®Jam Hazel?' "(Matthew 24:3 NASY eshuasaid that these days
are the beginning of sorrows (Matthew [MattityaRd}8. The Greek word translated as
sorrows here isdin. This word means "birthpangs.” The birthpanghefiessiah are
also spoken of in Jeremiakigrmiyahii 30:4-7, as it is written:

Now these are the words which the Lord spoke caoimogisrael and concerning Judah,
"For thus says the Lord, 'l have heard a soundceafor, of dread, and there is no peace.
Ask now, and see, if a male can give bjttavail with child?].Why do | see every man
with his hands on his loins, as a woman in chilttbjodin]? And why have all faces
turned pale? Alas! for that day is great, ther@@e like it; and it is the time of Jacob's
distresg[trouble], but he will be saved fron I{Jeremiah Yermiyah(i30:4-7 NAS).

The birthpangs are also mentioned in First Thesgais 5:1-3:

Now as to the times and the epochs [seasons], feretiyou have no need of anything to
be written to you. For you yourselves know fulllwet the day of the Lord will come
just like a thief in the night While they are sayitiPeace and safety!" then destruction
will come upon them suddenly like birth pangs [pdipon a woman with child; and they
shall not escapél Thessalonians 5:1-3 NAS).

It can also be seen in Revelation 12:1-2, asvirigen:

And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman ctbiiéh the sun, and the moon under
her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve dthis is Israel (GenesiBgreishit

37:9)]; and she was with child; and she cried out, beinbor [odin] and in pain to

give birth(Revelation 12:1-2 NAS).

The Scriptures reveal two synonyms:

1. The birthpangs = the time of Jacob¥afakov's trouble.
2. The time of Jacob'sr@'akov'$ trouble = the seven-year tribulation.

This period of time will be Israel's most tryinge ever. This period of time is
known as the tribulation. Jaco¥d'akoy is Israel. There shall be great tribulation in
Israel such as never was since there was a n@mmid| 12:1). It will also be a time
when G-d will ultimately judge sin and all the mats on the earth. Through it, the nation
of Israel will be physically saved from total desttion by G-d, and will, as a nation,
acceptyeshuaas the Messiah "...But he shall be saved out ¢déemiahYermiyahii
30:7). In HoseaHoshea 5:15 it is written, "l will go and return to Mylgce, till they
acknowledge their offence, and seek My face: iir didiction [the Chevlai shel
Mashiach/tribulation] they will seek Me early."

Israel will face genuine crisis during the timeJatob'sYa'akov'$ trouble. The
prophet Zechariah prophesied that two of everyetimbabitants of Israel will perish



during this time, with a remnant of only one thafthe population being saved
(Zechariah 13:8-9). In IsaialyYéshayahul3:6-8 it is written:

Wail, for the day of the Lord is near! It will coras destruction from the Almighty.
Therefore all hands will fall limp, and every mareart will mel{see Luke 21:26JAnd
they will be terrified, pains and anguish will talkeld of them, they will writhe like a
woman in labor; they will look at one another in@sishment, their faces aflanfisaiah
[Yeshayahj13:6-8 NAS).

Isaiah {feshayahu13:10 corresponds to MattheMdttityahy 24:29; Mark 13:24;
and Revelation 6:12. Other passages that spedle difitthpangs include Genesis
(Bereishi) 3:16; 35:16-20; 38:27-28; Isaiaféshayahu26:16-21; 54:1; 66:7-9;
Jeremiah 4:31; 6:24; 13:21; 22:23; Micéhi¢hah) 4:9-10; and JohnY(ochanah 16:21-
22.

There are several stages to Israel's birthing tessih.

1. Isaiah 66:7 is a birthbeforetravail. "Beforeshe [Israel] travailed [received the
Messiah Mashiach)], she brought forth; before her pain came, she aeivered
of a man child" (Isaiah{eshayahlu66:7). Isaiah 66:7 is a birtbeforetravail.

This happened during the first coming¥#shuathe Messiah. The birthpangs
that Israel experienced durivggshua'dirst coming came aftereshua’sleath
with the destruction of the temple and the dispersif the Jewish people out of
Israel by the Romans in 70 C.E. (Common Era).

2. lIsaiah 66:8 is a birthafter travail. Isaiah 66:8 says, "as soon as Zion travailed
she brought forth her children.” This will happesfdreYeshuaeturns to earth to
set foot on the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4)saael experiences the hardest
time she has ever experienced since she was arjB@miel 12:1) in the period
of time known as the birthpangs of the Messiah Ythmim Nora'imor the
tribulation. The tribulation and the birthpangsloé Messiah are one and the
same thing. What we are seeing in these days wahgan (Israel) becoming
larger and larger, coming closer and closer tdithe when she is about to give
birth.

The Opening of the Gates

The gates of Heaven are openedRmsh HaShanako the righteous nation may
enter (IsaiahYeshayahl26:2; PsalmTehillim] 118:19-20). Because the gates of
Heaven are understood to be operRaish HaShanahhis is further evidence that the
rapture Qatza) of the believers in the Messiafeshuawill take place orRosh
HaShanah



Rosh Hashanah The Wedding of the Messiah

The Bible is a marriage covenant. Both Tiamach(Old Testament) and tHgrit
Hadashah(New Testament) describe how G-d throughMashiach(Messiah), the
Bridegroom, is in the process of marrying His brithe believers in Him who will
ultimately live and dwell with Him forever.

G-d ordained and established marriage and its elisanctity in th& orah, the very
first book of the Bible, GenesiBéreishi), when He brought Adam and Eve together to
become one flesh (Genesis 2:21-24). In doing sdjave a vivid foreshadowing of the
Messiah being married to those who would believenugim. Let's examine this closer.

Adam is a type of the MessiateshuaAdam was made after the likenessreshua
(Romans 5:14)YeshugJesus) was made in the likeness of Adam (PhdippR:8). In
fact, Yeshuds called the last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45-47)Genesis 2:21, G-d had a
deep sleep fall upon Adam. Sleep is synonymous détth (Daniel 12:2; John
[Yochanahl11:11-14; 1 Corinthians 15:51-54; Ephesians 5:Thg deep sleep that G-d
caused to fall upon Adam is a picture of the ciywh and death o¥eshuaasMessiah
ben JosephG-d brought a deep sleep upon Adam so He cokéddaib from the side of
his flesh. This required the shedding of blood sTikia picture o¥eshuavho was
pierced in the side of His flesh, shedding His deod when He hung on the tree (John
[Yochanah19:34).

From the rib of Adam, G-d made Eve. Likewise, by tleath ol¥eshuaand faith
(emunalin Him, G-d established the assembly of belieka®yn in Hebrew as the
kehilat The believers in the Messiah, His bride, becoradded to Him by faith
(emunal. This marriage can be seen in Trenach(Old Testament) as well as in
Jeremiah 23:5-6, as it is written, .... this is Kiéne wherebyde shall be called, THE
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jeremia¥drmiyah(i23:6). In Jeremiah 33:15-16, it
is written, "...this is the name wherewgheshall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS" (JeremialY grmiyah(i33:16). So from these passages in Jeremiah,
we can see that a wedding is taking place. Thexelyr accepting, trusting, and believing
in the Messiah, the bride of Messiah, His followdrmscome one with Him. These people
would include both Jew and non-Jews who have Isiade Adam and would include
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, andh@oi@as well as the prophets.

G-d gave the wedding customs, service, and ceraaadaithe Jewish people
(Romans 3:2; 9:4) to teach us about the Mesgeghug Colossians 2:16-17). With this
in mind, let's examine the biblical wedding ceremtrat G-d gave to the Jewish people.
The ancient Jewish wedding ceremony G-d gave tddhash people to teach us about
the wedding of the Messiah consisted of 12 steps.

1. The selection of the bride.

The bride was usually chosen by the father of tidegroom. The father
would send his trusted servant, known as the agfehe father, to search out the



bride. An excellent example of this can be see@enesis 24. In this chapter,
Abraham (a type of G-d the Father) wishes to sealmaede for Isaac (a type of
Messiah) and sends his servant Eliezer (a typleeoHbly Spirit Ruach
HaKodesh) to do this task (GenesiB¢greishit24:2-4; 15:2). It is the role of the
Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodegho convict the world of sin and lead them to G-d
(John [Yochanah16:7-8). Just as the bride was usually chosethéyather of
the bridegroom, so the believers in the Messialthosen by G-d (John
[Yochanah15:16). The bridegroom chose the bride and ladshis love upon
her and she returned his love. This can be seEphiesians 5:25, as it is written,
"Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ alsedawe church, and gave
Himself of it." In GenesisRereishi} 24, RebekahRivkah consented to marry
Isaac Yitzchak even before she ever met him. Today, the belgewvethe
MessiahYeshuaconsent to become the bride of Messiah even thaugghave
never seen Him. First Petdfdfa) 1:8 speaks of this, as it is written, "Whom
having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now yeHien not, yet believing, ye
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory."

. A bride price was established.

A price would have to be paid for the bride. Theead upon price was
called amoharin Hebrew.Yeshuabeing our bridegroom, paid a very high price
for His bride, the body of believers. The price pééd was His lifeYeshua
considered the price He had to pay for His bridereeHis death as He went into
the Garden of Gethsemane to pray in Matthighat{ityahy 26:39, as it is written,
"And He went a little farther, and fell on His fa@nd prayed, saying, O My
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from: Mevertheless not as | will, but
as Thou wilt."Yeshuawas, in essence, saying, "Father, You have chibgen
bride and | have agreed to the terms, but do yalizeethe price that is being
asked for her?" Ounohar, our bride price, was His life. First Pet&refa) 1:18-

19 says, "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were neeradd with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conveosareceived by tradition from
your fathers; but with the precious blood of Chrast of a lamb without blemish
and without spot.” In First Corinthians 6:20 itnstten, "For ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and iouy spirit, which are God's."

. The bride and groom are betrothed to each other.

This is the first stage of marriage knowrkatdushin | have spoken at
length of betrothal in Chapter 6, concernltgavuot Remember, betrothal is the
first of two steps in the marriage process. Betabith Hebrew is known asrusin
or kiddushin Betrothal legally binds the bride and the groogether in a
marriage contract, except they do not physically together. Historically, G-d
betrothed Himself to Israel at Mount Sinai (Jerdnfia?; Hosea 2:19-20).
Whenever you accept the Messiah into your hearlissyd/ou become betrothed
to Him while living on the earth.



4. A written document is drawn up, known as a&etubah This betrothal
contract is called, in Hebrew, ashitre erusin

Theketubahis the marriage contract that states the brideepthe promises
of the groom, and the rights of the bride. The watlibahmeans "that which is
written." The groom promised to work for her, tabo, support, and maintain her
in truth, to provide food, clothing, and necessitiand to live together with her as
husband and wife. Theetubahwas the unalienable right of the bride. The
ketubahmust be executed and signed prior to the wedddngneony. The Bible is
the believer'«etubah All the promises that G-d provided for the bedievin the
Messiah are legally ours, as it is written in Set@orinthians 1:20, "For all the
promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Ameéh....

5. The bride must give her consent.

As we saw in Chapter 6, which dealt whavuot(Pentecost), G-d betrothed
Himself to Israel at Mount Sinai as stated in Jeadn2:2. Israel consented to the
marriage proposal from G-d and said, "l do," as written in Exodus§hemot
24:3. Likewise, the personal applicatidralachg to those who desire the
Messiah to come into their hearts and lives iscteept His invitation to do so by
faith (emunal), as it is written in Romans 10:8-10:

What, then, does it say? The Word is near you um ywouth and in your heart:
that is the word about trust [emunah] which we paom, namely, that if you
acknowledge publicly with your mouth that Yeshuaoigl and trust in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will beied. For with the heart one
goes on trusting and thus continues toward righseess, while with the mouth
one keeps on making public acknowledgments andctintswues toward
deliverancelRomans 10:8-10 Jewish New Testament Version).

So, even today, to become the bride of Messiamyast still say "I do" to Him.

6. Gifts were given to the bride and a cup called theup of the covenant was
shared between the bride and the groom.

The rite of betrothaldrusin) is completed when the groom gives something
of value to the bride and she accepts it. Thengd$t often given today is the ring.
When the groom places the ring on the bride's finde rite of betrothal is
completed. This completed rite is known in Hebreskiddushin which means
"sanctification."”

The (gifts to the bride are symbols of love, comnaititp and loyalty. The gift
G-d gives to those who accept the Messiah is tHg Sirit (Ruach HaKodegh
(John [Yochanah14:26; 15:26-27; Acts 2:38; 2 Corinthians 1:21-2%hen
Yeshuaascended to Heaven, He gave gifts to men (Eptedidan8). These gifts
included righteousness (Romans 5:17-18), eterfga{fiomans 6:23), grace



(Romans 5:12,14-15), faith (Ephesians 2:8-9), ahdrcspiritual gifts (1
Corinthians 12:1,4). These included wisdom, knogsdealing, the working of
miracles, prophecy, the discerning of spirits, toegy and interpretation of
tongues (1 Corinthians 12:8-11), as well as thes gif helps and administration (1
Corinthians 12:28).

In addition, at this time the cup of the covenaaswhared and sealed
between the bride and the groom with the drinkihgioe. In doing so, the
couple drinks from a common cup. The cup is firgeg to the groom to sip, and
then is given to the bride. This cup, known asdiye of the covenant, is spoken
of in Jeremiah 31:31-33, as it is written:

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that | midke a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah: nobading to the covenant that |
made with their fathers in the day that | took theyrthe hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt; which My covenant they braitgough | was an husband
unto them, saith the Lord: but this shall be theeswant that | will make with the
house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lowgill put My law in their inward
parts, and write it in their hearts; and will bedin God, and they shall be My
people(JeremiahYermiyah(i31:31-33).

Yeshua spoke of the cup of the New CovenBnt Hadashalh in Luke 22:20.
. The bride had amikvah (water immersion), which is a ritual of cleansing.

Mikvahis a Hebrew word that means "pool” or "body ofavatMikvahis a
ceremonial act of purification by the immersionaiater. It indicates a separation
from a former way to a new way. In the case of raga, it indicates leaving an
old life for a new life with your spouse (Genedefeishit 2:23-24; Ephesians
5:31). Immersing in thenikvahis considered spiritual rebirth. The reason i$ ¢ha
mikvahhas the power to change a person completely. @oingethe marriage to
Israel at Mount Sinai, G-d said in Ezekiel 16:&8,it is written, ".l.sware unto
thee, and entered into a covenant with thee...taad becamest Mine. Then
washed | thee with water." The washing, or immersion, here refers ta tdia
Israel before the people received the Torah whehb@&trothed Himself to Israel
at Mount Sinai (ExodusShemdt19:14-15).Yeshuaspoke to the Pharisee,
Nicodemus akdimor), that he must be born anew (immersed) to enterthe
Kingdom of G-d (JohnYochanah3:1-7). The believers in the Messiah are to be
immersed in the name dfeshugActs 19:4). The Holy SpiritRuach HaKodegh
is the immerser of G-d (Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5; 1116-

. The bridegroom departed, going back to his father'siouse to prepare the
bridal chamber.

At this point, the bridegroom leaves for his fatbérouse to prepare the
bridal chamber for his bride. It was understooédhe man's duty to go away to



be with his father, build a house, and prepar¢Hfereventual wedding. Before he
goes, though, he will make a statement to the b¥ldg to prepare a place for
you; if I go, I will return again unto you." This the same statemeY¥shuamade
in John {Yochanai 14:1-3 before He went to His father's house ia\é®@, as it is
written:

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in Goeljeve also in Me. In My
Fathers' house are many mansions: if it were not s@uld have told you. | go
to prepare a place for you. And if | go and preparglace for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto Myself that where | grare ye may be alfdohn
[Yochanah14:1-3).

9. The bride was consecrated and set apart for a peribof time while the
bridegroom was away building the house.

Before the bridegroom could go and get the bride,groom's father had to
be satisfied that every preparation had been madieebson. Only then could he
give permission to the son to go and get the btidether words, while the
bridegroom was working on the bridal chamber, it wee father who "okayed"
the final bridal chamber. The bridegroom did nob\wrwhen his father would
declare the bridal chamber fit and send him to gfchgs bride. This is exactly
whatYeshuawas referring to in Mark 13:32-37.

Meanwhile, the bride was to wait eagerly for theeine of the bridegroom. In
the mind of the bride, the bridegroom could comarattime, even in the middle
of the night or at midnight. Therefore, she halléaeady at all time¥.eshua
referred to this in Mark 13:32-37 and Matthew 2%3L-While waiting for her
bridegroom to come, the bride had to have thoughetself, "Is he really coming
back for me? Is he really going to keep his wort¥?s was the thought that Peter
(Kefg) answered in Second Peter 3:1-13.

10. The bridegroom would return with a shout, "Behold, the bridegroom comes"
and the sound of the ram's horn ¢hofar) would be blown.

The time of the return of the bridegroom was usuaiimidnight. When the
bridegroom did come, he came with a shout (MattBBwd) and with the blowing
of ashofar(trumpet) (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Revelation. & he marriage
between the bride and the groom will take placesutiztechupahor wedding
canopy. Since Heaven is a typecblipah) we can see that whéfeshuagives a
shout for His bride, accompanied by the blowingshofar(trumpet), the
marriage betweeWeshuaand His bride will take place in Heaven.

The marriage ceremony will have a sacred procesBinthis reason, the
bridegroom Yeshuawill be led to thechupahfirst. When the bridegroom
approaches thehupah the cantor chantsBlessed is he who comie®¥Blessed is
he who comes" is an idiomatic expression meanirgceme."Yeshuasaid that



He would not return for His bride until these wowasre said (Matthew 23:39).
The groom is greeted like a king under gheipah During this timeYeshuathe
bridegroom, will be crowned King under tbleupah which is Heaven.

11.He would abduct his bride, usually in the middle othe night, to go to the
bridal chamber where the marriage would be consummizd. This is the full
marriage, known in Hebrew asnesu'in.

The bride and groom will go to the wedding chambechadarin Hebrew,
where the marriage will be consummated. They waly $n that wedding chamber
for seven days, or a week. At the end of the selass, the bride and groom will
come out from the wedding chamber. This can be sedoel 2:16.

The wordweekin Hebrew isshavuah It means a "seven." It can mean seven
days or seven years. An example of the Hebrew Waordieek havuah
meaning seven years can be found in Daniel 9:24 iasvritten, "Seventy weeks
[shavuah 490 years] are determined upon thy people..."iu®l27, "And he [the
false Messiah known as the antichrist] shall comfine covenant with many for
one weekghavuahseven years]...." The week referred to in Da@i2V is
known to Bible believers as the tribulation peridtie Jewish people understand
this time to be the birthpangs of the Messiah knawiHebrew eschatology as the
Chevlai shel MashiacHThis is taken from Jeremiah 30:5-7.

12.Finally, there would be a marriage supper for all he guests invited by the
father of the bride.

The bride and the groom would be in the weddingrtbex for seven days.
When the bride and the groom initially went inte thedding chamber, the friend
of the bridegroom stood outside the door. All teeeanbled guests of the wedding
gathered outside, waiting for the friend of thedlbrgroom to announce the
consummation of the marriage, which was relayddrtoby the groom. John
(Yochanapthe Immerser (Baptist) referred to this in Jol2B3 At this signal,
great rejoicing broke forth (John 3:29). The mayeiavas consummated on the
first night (GenesisBereishit 29:23). The bloodstained linen from this nightswa
preserved. It was proof of the bride's virginitye{iReronomyDevarin] 22:13-

21).

On the wedding day, the bridegroom is seen as@d«ia the bride as a
gueen. During the consummation of the marriagebtltkegroom Yeshuawill
be crowned King over all the earth and the britle ielievers iryeshuathe
Messiah) will live with Him and rule with Him forev. The crowning of the King
and the marriage can be seen in Isaiah 62:3-hedénd of the week (seven-year
tribulation, or birthpangs of the Messiah), the naaye supper will take place.
The marriage supper will not take place in Heawdter the marriage, the bride
and Groom will return to earth. The marriage suppé#rbe taking place on earth
and only the invited guests of the Father of thed@r (G-d the Father) will be



present at the banquet meal. This can be seenviel®ien 19:7-16 and 20:4.
Yeshuaspoke of the marriage supper and the banquetke 1L@:35-38 and
Matthew 8:11. The wedding supper is a theme ofd@btval of Sukkot which
will be discussed further in a later chapter. Dgi®ukkot the people were
instructed by G-d to build a temporary shelter. ©hthe things G-d instructed
the people to do is eat there. When they eat,dneyo set a plate for seven
different people. Among the seven whom a platei$s are Abraham
(Avrahan), Isaac Yitzchal, and JacobY(a'akoy. This is whatY eshuavas
referring to in Matthew 8:11.

The unbelievers in the Messiah will attend a sdpdrsanquet where the
fowls of the air will eat their flesh. This can been in Revelation 19:17-18.

The home of the bride was Jerusalem and it wabridegroom who came to
the bride to dwell with her. It is from Jerusaldmattthe believers in the Messiah
during the Messianic age, or Millennium, will reigmth the Messiah. This can be
seen in Revelation 21:1-3; Ezekiel 43:1-2,7; Is@&h4; Micah 4:1-5; and
Zechariah 2:10-12.

In concluding this section on the wedding, whenergone hears the
message of thieasar(gospel), it is a wedding proposal by G-d to atéém and
be a part of His bride. G-d desires that we ackipinvitation and give Him our
response of "l do." In fact, Revelation 22:20 graposal byyeshuaHimself to
accept Him and be a part of His bride. His messagi@s verse is "Come." Will
you say, "l do" to the Messiah's proposal to you?

The Resurrection of the Dead

One of the reasons for blowing thleofaris to proclaim the resurrection of the dead.
In addition, the thirteenth principle of the Jewfaith is belief in the resurrection of the
dead. The resurrection of the dead will take ptatRosh HaShanafiraimud, Rosh
HaShanah 16b). In First Corinthians 15:52, the #pd%aul Rav Sha'yltells us that the
resurrection of the dead will be "at the last truhfgarlier, in First Corinthians 15:14, he
wrote that without the Messiah rising from the dead faith is in vain.

We cannot go to the Book of Revelation and sayttiewvoice of the seventh angel
(Revelation 11:15) is the last trump. In the foshtury, the last trumslkofa) meant a
specific day in the year. In Judaism, there aregtirumpetsghofarin) that have a name.
They are the first trump, the last trump, and tteagtrump. Each one of these trumpets
indicates a specific day in the Jewish year. Tist frump is blown on the Feast of
ShavuotfPentecost) (Exodu$Shemdt19:19). It proclaimed that G-d had betrothed
Himself to Israel. Théast trumpis synonymous witlRosh HaShanataccording to
Theodore Gaster in his bodkestivals of the Jewish Yean his chapter oRosh
HaShanahHerman Kieval also states the same thing in dakprhe High Holy Days



(Volume I, Rosh HaShanah, Chapter 5, Footnoteit e chapter on th&hofar The
great trumpeis blown onYom Kippur which will herald the return of the Messiah
Yeshuaback to earth (Matthewattityahy 24:31).

The first and last trump relate to the two hornghefram, which according to Jewish
tradition, was caught in the thicket on Mount Mariahen AbrahamAvrahan) was
ready to slay Isaac¢r{tzchak and offer him up as a burnt offering/gh). This ram
became the substitute for IsadGtéchal even asyeshuébecame the substitute for us
and provided life for us through His death.

In Pirkei Avot(the sayings of the fathers), Rabbi Eliezer tefighat the left horn
(first trump) was blown on Mount Sinai, and itshidnorn (the last trump) will be blown
to herald the coming of the Messiah. Isaighghayahul8:3 and First Thessalonians
4:13-18 speak of the resurrection of the deadt Finessalonians chapter 5 continues
with the day of the L-rd and the birthpangs of khessiah. First Thessalonians 4:16-17
says that the dead in Messiah will rise first, #rat the catching away of the believers
will immediately follow.

The termrapture comes from the Greek woltrpazq which means "to seize, catch
away, catch up, pluck, pull, take by force" (1 Tdaenians 4:17). The Hebrew
equivalent is the wordatzal Isaiah ¥eshayahu26:2-3, 19-20 and 57:1-2 all speak
clearly of the resurrection of the dead. Danielli2:also speaks of the resurrection of the
dead, the tribulation, and the salvation of Istaedugh the tribulation. Zephaniah 1:14-
18 and 2:2-3 tells about the terrible times dutimgday of the L-rd, the birthpangs of the
Messiah, and issues a decree to repent and t@rdtbefore that day to be hid from that
time. PsalmTehillim) 27:5 says the righteous will be hid in the tinfiérouble. This
psalm is read every day during the 40-day perioBeshuvahSecond Thessalonians 2:1
says, "Now we beseech you, brethren, by the cowofiogrr Lord Jesus Christ, and by our
gathering together unto Him." The phrase, "gatlietogether" comes from the Greek
word episunagogewhich means "an assembly.” In Numbdarfidba) 10:2-3, the
trumpet is blown to assemble the people. The blgwirthe trumpet and the assembling
of the people also appear together in First Theagais 4:16-17 and First Corinthians
15:51-53.

Yom HaKeseh: The Hidden Day

In Psalm Tehillim) 27:5 it is written, "For in the time of troubleekshallhide me in
His pavilion; in the secret of His tabernacle sldlhide me; He shall set me up upon a
rock."

Yet another name fdRosh HaShanats Yom HaKeseh'The Day of the Hiding" or
"the Hidden Day." The terikesehor kecehis derived from the Hebrew rokécah
which means to "conceal, cover, or hide." Every diagng the month of Elul, a trumpet
is blown to warn the people to turn back to G-dzept for the thirtieth day of Elul, the



day precedingRosh HaShanatOn that day the trumpet is not blown, and isdfee

silent. This is because much ab&ash HaShanals concealed and shrouded in mystery.
The mystical aspect &tosh HaShanais indicated in Scripture: "Sound the shofar am th
New Moon, in concealment of the day of our festiyBisalm [Tehillim] 81:3). Satan, the
accuser, is not to be given notice about the droRosh HaShanahhe Day of
Judgment.

Rosh HaShanais calledYom HaKeselor the Day of the Hiding, because it was
hidden from satarHa satarn), the adversary. The Bible says that satan comesbtand
to steal (JohnYochanah10:10, and to confuse (1 Corinthians 14:33). Beeait is the
Day of Judgment, it is symbolically hidden fromasa{satan did not know and
understand the plan of the cross [tree], Firsti@bians 2:7-8). This was hidden from
him as well. Believers never said when the daRadh HaShanatvas; they simply said,
"Of that day and hour no one knows, only the Father

One of the reasons most often given to disclaimtti@resurrection of the dead and
the catching away of the believers isRosh HaShanals the statement given beshua
in Matthew Mattityahy 24:36, as it is written, "But of that day and h&aoweth no
man, no, not the angels of heaven, but My Fathkt"oBecauseRosh HaShanatvas
understood to be the hidden day, this statemeMgdsyuas actually andiom for Rosh
Hashanah Thus it should be given as proof that He was lapgaf Rosh HaShanah
becausd&kosh HaShanals the only day in the whole year that was reféteeas the
hidden day or the day that no man knew.

Spiritual Application (Halacha) Rosh HaShanatakes place on the new moon.
Colossians 2:16-17 says that the new moon willtedmut the Messiah. The Jewish
(biblical) month is based upon a lunar cycle. Thmmcan barely be seen as the cycle
begins. But then the moon turns toward the sunbagihs to reflect the light of the sun.
The sun in the sky is a picture ¥éshugMalachi Malachid 4:2), and the moon is a
picture of the believers in the Messiah. The sunitsaown light, but the moon's light is a
reflection of the sun. When we first become belisve Yeshuawe can hardly be seen
spiritually, and we know very little about G-d. Bhen our lives begin to revolve around
the Messiah as the moon revolves around the suweAsegin to turn more and more
toward the center of creation, we begin to reftbat light (Yeshuamore and more, just
as the moon reflects the light from the centehefdolar system.



